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FOREWARD

The purpose in wrltmg thlS paper is.to gather, in one place and to preserve the
history of Howie Gold Mine before it becomes forever lost, and to leave to those who :
come in future generatlons the hentage of gold mining in Umon County and the part it
has played in our development

, The story found wrthm these pages represents a vast amount of research on the |
parts of several persons Two persons, besrdes the wrrter, played very srgmfrcant roles -
in both supplymg research and memones Kathy Pierce did. her college research on the~ :
mme and has contnbuted much valuable material from the early stages of
development until the recent part Newspaper articles and interyiews with past owners
and workers have been helpful Also, Reéverend George Lee Broome has provrded much .
mformatron regardmg the phy5|cal layouts, shaft locatrons, and burldmgs that were' ‘
present in the 1930 s, when he worked there. He has also provrded personal
memones about what it was llke down in the mine and the work down there Thls
matenal is mcluded in the addendum to thrs paper Other sources are rdentrfled m a' :

brblrography found at the back of: the paper

Telephone calls, vrsrts, conversatlons, mallmgs and mtervrews have provrded
much "fill- m" materral to that whrch had been mcomplete A thorough research of the

Regrster of Deeds frles revealed much Srnce qurte a few deeds were not recorded in

-~ the early years, our story leaves a lrttle to the loglc and |magmatron of the reader

.Sincere apprecratron goes to- all that have provrded helpful mformatlon, 50 that we

together, could present relatrvely complete and factual mformatron

lf in the future, any new materral rs uncovered, it can easrly be added to the'

: writmgs.
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Thrs one word has stlrred the rmagmation of mankmd throughout hrstory, i

causmg mass movements of peOpIe creatmg new towns almost ‘overnight, brmgmg | |

'untold rlches to some and Ieavmg others penmless and drstraught Whrle the more s

dramatrc wrltmgs of gold dlscovery in Amenca have dealt wrth the gold rush toward

Cahfornla, in the 1850’s, Little Meadow Creek in Cabarrus County in North Carohna

" was the sita of the first recorded fi nd of gold in America and what a find it was|

John Reed s son, Conrad, whlle playing in the creek in ]799 found a seventeen -

pound gold nugget The nugget, whrch Reed found served him as a doorstop before "

he knew it was gold

It was then, in the early 1800’5, that he began to. search the creek with some .

sur‘:cessand‘f nding other'nug‘g‘et's It has b‘e"en said that a twenty—eight pou'nd n.ugget", '

was found in the area For a number of years, the searchmg was- done in the creeks by

vanous methods However in 1825 a prOSpector named Matthrs Barrlnger dlscovered""

that the gold in the creek was commg out of a vein embedded in the creek bank and' .

leading away from it. 'Thisye'in- ul'timately'yielded‘over $13,000 worth of gol‘df “This
discovery lead to new ways of searchlng dlggmg along the vein outsrde the creek &
These first digs would be ‘the open pit style instead of the verttcal shaft |
somethlng which would soon follow.
‘Word™ spread ‘quickly, even to Europe whrch lead to the mﬂux of thousands*-‘ |

pourmg mto North Carohna durmg the first thirty years of the nineteenth century An?

' 1830 offi cral report showed 30 000 searchmg for gold in this" state ‘Land’ -pnces_

Jumped thirty times in some place‘s.' So, for the record, the. first “Gold’ Rus-h?’:wa’sn@ot" in

Cal-ifornia but h'ere, not t‘en-'r'ni,l,,e‘s1"'fro:m'"Unionf.C'-ounty. :‘Thi:s’ activity caused the’ state
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legislature to begin.v grantin.g ch.ar,ter-s,fvin -13827, to mining operation's. As a'further.'
indicator of the size of this ”Gold Ru'sfhl’ 'the 1850 census showed mining second OnlY
to farmmg, in employment ThlS actrvrty eventually lead to the discovery of a 130
mines in North Carolma with 30 of them located in Union County.

A mmt was establrshed in Charlotte in 1837,as a result of the rush. ThlS mint
operated. until the Civil War when the Confederates took it over as a headquarters. By
1861 it had comed $5 million worth of gold After the war, Federal forces occupred it
untrl 1869 when it was the turned mto an assay office. During those times all gold
mmed dld not go to the Federal mint. ‘Much tradmg was done with gold dust or
nuggets as legal tmder It was sard that almost every man camed with hlm a goose ’
quiil or two of it, also a small parr of scales in a box like a spectacle case. An example :
of an exchange - a pint of whrskey for 3%z grams. |

‘ The output of these local mines put Union County into being the top producer
of gold in the state, at different perlods -
of all the thlrty known drggrngs in Union County, the Howie Mine emerged as
the best known and most highly deve-loped. Durmg its -long.hlstor.y, it became North '
Carolina’s‘ largest producer of . gold in the early 1940’s. | frgdugﬁmgﬁ_r,e_
|ncomplete however, local research has brought the following reports to llght .All
these fi igures. are in the dollar amounts of each partlcular penod and should be
compared to today s dollar in order for the real values to be seen. .
A lrstmg of all the mines m Union County can be found at the back of the Howie

story. | | |
Statev reports ‘show that up- untill 1935, 50,000 ounces of g'o,ld and ‘.a' good
quantity of silver had been secured from -the. Ami-ne.‘ In 1935, when Condor Mines -

operated, reports showed that a minimum of 40,000 more: ounces of gold was mined,
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along wrth srlver A rough estlmate, based on the above mformatton would then show
that 90 000 ounces of gold plus the amount lost in the tailing, had been the |
productlon in the long hlstory of Howre Gold Mine.

~ With 12 ounces of gold per pound then over 31/2 tons of gold would have been

the total mined, plus alarge amount of srlver

with the advent of World- War 11, an order from the War Production Board

mandated a severe cutback in all gold mining projects, causmgashutdown of the

Howie Mine. Had the war not ln‘tf'ervene'd', it is possible that the mine would have..'

operated on until today. Post war research has proven that gold exists there today,

even o a depth of 1500 feet."
‘te".{' E I X I S S

Just how the Howie Mine first began is uncertam and itis assumed that, due to

the excitement around the area, Sam Howne followed the trend and in panning and

searchmg the Machine Branch of the Twelve Mile Creek dld find gold

Sam’'s father, Wllltam S. Howne, deeded Sam 70 acres, m 1829 when Sam -
became 21 years of age and when he married Rachael Wolf Thrs deed carried no.
mentlon of gold, however, in 1833 Wllllam deeded another 9 acres with the clause
added, "... except the gold...". ln gtvmg up all nghts to the land, this leaves the obvious
question - did Samuel fmd gold in’ those four years? In 1839, a further deed to Samuel
for 70 acres become more specxflc when Wllllam adds "... that satd Samuel Howne will
give erham Howre one-seventh part of all gold fourid on the southwest srde of

‘Machine Branch...” .  Later in ‘the same deed, gold is me-ntloned,,agam.

The lack of‘sufficien-t information ahout progress Howie made in the early and '

mid 1800's calls for assu-mptl-ons_,*bﬁased on what is known, utilizing things around the



mine to ﬁ‘ll; in the story for these'.;years_;;z_.-A r.,é‘cgunting_ ofwhat v-_i;s known is that Samuel '
obtained three t‘rar:ts, one in 1829, onem 1833 and .onem_.:],,,8_39, totaling 149 acres on
and around the mine. L

Samuel was in his twentles durmg these years, however as he suffered-a stroke
in 1833, WhICh partlally paralyzed hlm on one side, it would seem that he would be
senously hindered from excessnve drggmg in search of gold. In all -probability, this

infirmity kept him from proceedmg -wrth s-earches even with activity going on very close

_‘by _This nearby work in-the 1830’5, ‘was. John Pennman operating in what today is

called the Bonnie Belle Mlne and John Lawson with: hrs mine adjacent to the Howie’s

property. .
Others were active in. Mecklenburg County and along a line from Howie all the

way back to Reed’s mine. |
The 1839 deed, from Wil‘lbi'_kamg_{to,._:Samue.l', is ‘moreiszerious wording in calling
Samuel to give him still more part of all gold found. This would lead to the
assumption that Se‘eking.'an:d:vﬁlfl:ditftrge.;g,gl'd-',,WaS “a,lreadyvbei»n;g_done by Sarnuel;
All deeds and/or leases. were ;‘not-: recorded: in thooe-years th‘erefore nothing is.
on record around actrvrty on the land untll 1845 when a lease was recorded from

Samuel to William Jones with “....full power to dlg and search for gold for a perrod of

' seveh years - — that the sald Jones wrll give Samuel one—-seventh of all gold found

before he reaches water and, aftennlards,- -one-eighth part ...” . This lease was for a lot

100’ x 100’ The Jones shaft is identifi ed today, on the site. | o
Further stlpulatnons in this. same lease mdlcate that both partles were serious )

about the lease and that there already was reason to believe this would be a successful

venture, with the following- ag_reem.ent.».. "Jones shall have full privilege of ingress and

egress together with timber sufficient for minin:g _purposes' such as building houses
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and machmery and further that Jones may burld a dwelllng wrth all bunldmgs and mlll -

| houses for the safe ‘keeping:of all machmery necessary for mmmg purposes One .

early report states that the workmg yrelded $1,000 a year in gold

The next paper showmg the early development of the mine is. another Iease rn _'
1849 to George Madison and James. Cry for a lot 80’ x 80’ with the. same strpulatrons ‘
as' the _lones lease Agam, in 1849, there was a lease to John chkmson and L.B.
Fincher. Thrs lease mdrcates permlssron to use addltlonal land around the: shaft where |

they were already operatlng It appears that a depth has ‘been reached where water is. -

' :‘f-'aencountered because the lease is for the addmon of a whlm for drawmg water out of

the shaft. Also for th»e first time it has been found that the mme now: lS known as

Howre Gold Mme in the lease One other lease is'on: record to. Houston and Armﬁeld

No other mformatron is avarlable about this lease

In February of 1852 _lohn Drckmson, Frances Wyatt and John Hitz leased all of“

the Howre Mine except three lots prevnously leased (the ones Tisted- above already'v -

known as the Neddy lot, a- name of two of the presently ldentlf‘ ed: deep shafts on the““
site). Thrs lease reqmres than an: engme not less than fi fteen horsepower be: employed |
in the operatrons and that other necessary machmery for eﬂ"ectlvely operatmg the mme '
be used. This tlme the percentage pald Samuel Howne was to be ten percent B
All of the above leases contamed provrsrons for Howre to reclalm the Ieased. 3

areas at any trme work ceased for more than three months, except for- srckness or, as

one lease states, “bemg provndentlally hmdered” From the records, two~hundred fif fty _

thousand dollars is shown to' be the amounts taken: from the drggmgs up untrl 1854

| At thlS time, The Umon Mlmng Company owned several surroundmg tracts,:-
Whlch mcluded the Lawson and the Washmgton mlnes = the latter becommg known as . "

Bonnie Belle.



| Commodore chhard Stockton purchased the Howre Mrne The mlne was N

upgraded by the expendrture of thrrty thousand dollars on mlll and equrpment

Stockton burlt a ten stamp mill there and worked from the Neddy shaft along with the '
Bull. Face and the one, whrch later was. to be called the Cureton Future owners used |
the mrll he burlt untrl 1894 Around 75 workers were employed durmg the Stockton‘ |

years.

,O'f, all the gold minted in Charlott’e f'during the Stockto‘n years, one-’-third of it

came from-thej Howie Mine. The Mint was set up in 1837 as a result of the mining.

around it.

In 1858 Stockton purchased three tracts whrch mcluded 872 addltronal acres _

He also purchased several other nearby tracts m the 1850's.

’ At the onset of the Crvrl War, Stockton went back north and his property was

'serzed by the Shenﬁ’ and sold at publrc auctron His property at that tlme 1862

consrsted of 1690 acres. The prrncrple buyer at the sale was WJ Cureton Before the o

sale was consummated and recorded, Cureton died. However,. he had already prepared

his wrll to deal wrth the new purchases and this will drrected that hls propertres be -

drvrded among his wrfe and chrldren The larger part of the mine property went to one o

son, Robert, so that the operatron of the mme would be attempted A report m 1867‘..

has three hundred dollars a day in revenue from thls mrne

The arrangement worked as no other records appear untrl 1873 when John
Davrs Admrmstrator of the wrll sold the mme at pubhc auctron when a Mrs
thhardson was the high brdder | | | B |
. At thrs pomt drlrgent searches for any rnformauon of the actwrtres around the'
mine during the 70’s have come lackrng Two probabllrtres are possrble One the

history of most all the mines during these lifetimes. showed perrods of shutdown and :



_ period

: he bought around 2, 000 acr

s of workmg Two, the post-Civil War condmons of this area were very bad as

the South. strugvgled to repair its economic status. Both of these may have played a

part in no- actnvrty there

About this time John Stockton, a wealthy investor in gold mines across the

South, bought and' sold several tracts of land in the area during the 1800’s. Since he
was from New Jersey, the home of :C-ao'mmodore 'Rlchard Stockton, it is quite possrble -

that they were in.the sarfne‘. family.

In the late 1870’s, Richard reappeared on the scene mvestmg once agam in the

area. In 1883, Stockton sold the mine to ).C. Bates of New Jersey. As Bates settled in,

es surr’oundi‘ng the Howie Mine, and these propertles

became known as the Bates Plantation. He built his home there - a home still

standing today. It is located % mile northwest of Pleasant Grove Campground. ’l-l-e_

became a supporter of Pleasant Grove Methodlst Church later giving the land for the

cemetery.

Several separate mmes were located on Bates’ property. | Some of these were:

Lawson, Wyatt, _Washlngton‘(Bonme Belle), Big Survey and other mine d\ggmgs along'

- with the Howie.

Between 1880 and 1904 several deeds show that Bates sold parts of his 2,000

acres. In l904 he sold‘ 1706 acres to W.B. S.haf.fer, operatmg as Colossus Mine.

Two persons came on the scene around 1894 and leased parts of the mine.

" There were’ a Gaylord and Callow They began an open cut, which struck a dike 16 feet

wide and then did a cut intersecting the original one The open cut is today known as

" The Glory Hole. They also built a Cyamde plant near the Old Neddy shaft and worked k

‘the tallmgs ata proﬁt..



The old mill that Stockton :jb,uilt, was still being dsed until this time. One of the
shafts, the Ffans-y, was named for the daughter of the present engineer at the mine.
Names of most of fhe shafts at the Howi’e ahe- include‘d at the end of this history. Bates
subsequently leased the mine to The Colossus Gold Mining and Milling Company of‘ .

Delaware

In 1904 the company conveyed its Iease to W.B. Shaffer He agreed to form a -
new corporatlon to be known as Colossus Gold Mmmg and Mllllng Company of North‘
Carohna. Their pnncnple ofF ice was established on the Bates plantation. Local storles .
have it that while Bates ~held'the »property the first telephone line laid in Union County

connected his home and office to Monroe. s

R IR IR e A

In August, 1906, deeds were granted to the Carolina Mineral Railway for the

‘purpose of constructing a rail spur track from the mine to the main liné railroad, about "

a mine away. Thegrading» for.this track was completed ready for the rail to be laid,.
however, these"tracks were-nev_ferx laid. :"B’efore this date, gradihg and filling the track
bed to an almost level grade ;wodld. have taken a long time to complete us'i'ng:'ma.n
made power. | | | | | N .

It is hi-gehly likely that the ,aners were get't'ing. into some sort. of ﬁnaheial
downh:xrn' since a short time later they. had to turn the mine back over te Bates due to
the. lack of payment on the mortgage and the tracks were. never laid. In.1909, Bates
died leaving uncertain just what. 'gran,S-pired at thie"time, however, work continued

under come circumstances.



~ width of four hundred» feet and fully

_ perhaps as many as elght so-called vems ‘or ore-seams, !

* the rocks of the entire reglon were- gol

~into the shaft. Also, “a splendid. headframe

fi ve feet above the big shaft to- support the water tank Ev1dence of

The i'ight of way xs very VISIbIe today One partis _|ust mSIde the entrance to the

mine today, and from thIS point, Iookmg across Waihaw Indlan Trail Road, one can see.

it as it is located where a power Ime runs Crossmg McNeer ‘Road, it continues along

main railway. Ras |
B e ah
- During this tlme the ore bearmg formatnon was sand to have exténded over a =

y a mile in length Within this belt there were’

varymg from erghteen inches -

to sixteen feet mwndth Itis drff‘ cult: to say where veln matter was not found because _

d bearing. The former supermtendent Mr. L

Bates stated that “the- average ore. wm yield, in the mxll about thnrteen dollars per ton”.

An exammatlon of vanous tallmg dumps showed that a surprising of gold was lost in

the mill work

Several shafts were developed during thls penod The Colossus Corporation

contmued to work the Bull Face and Neddy shafts along-with the "big shaft”, which was - "
eventually named the Cureton. 'The Bull Face, which was in the shape of a horseshoe ,‘
was found to have a rich ‘streak in the. bottom measuring six feet thick and-fourteen
feet long‘ This shaft was named after an incident in Wthh a stray bull fell head first

» with a double drum hoist was built thirty-

the extent of work B

done, at th\s tlme lS found in the’ followmg quote

“A new- shaft was sunk with one exght—hour shift ‘of six drillers and"a
foreman workmg three machines. The second shift pulled the machmes

blasted the holes_an;d muck. The third shift fi nished the mucking. When things

10



- went well, th'e_:f-wofkers :_f:ouId,i,'j:m.a_lég-'-:,gwelwéj' fgét».a: v_&)eel;(}_,:,‘?;_bu_t the average was only
thlrty feet per month”. : o

In 1911, the Howie Mine, or Colossus Mlne, was purchased by the Howie Mining

Company of Chicago, IIIino:s. 'The-*company purchased.about two hundred and fifty

acres of ground and planned to develop the mine on a large scale. The following

pages of narratives and plctures were contamed m the stock prospectus offered to the

public by the Howie Mmmg Company about 191 2
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. THE

HOWIE MINING COMPANY

R INCORPORATED —

€A PI TA UZA T ON

$2,000,000.00

MINES IN UN!ON COUNTY NORTH CAROLINA

Execulm Off Teen Smta 1606 Tribune Bmldmg
- CHICAGY, ] ILUNOIS

For the informatfon of prospective ’p’unh‘be.» :md the stock-
holders-of the Howie Mining Lomp oy, T am writing t‘m Terper.
In-the first plane, I hase read this prospectus over very caes

m‘ir and also the engineers” repn'b tmm uh.L‘x t'l pm;pemb s

e e i
2 i g

AWORD OF BREEACE 4

drawn, T have ako brcn on t"xe pnperty: 'md have given it a

thirough investzation in efery vespect;and T am-cont troed, Imn-. :

i
say sure, th v \\ord“::'rh%f‘rl‘r”ﬁ&’xm. 5 .ruc. v
A 1Y - 8 B‘U.CE‘:.

3 - YoT PRo‘\'IOTERé OR SPECULATORS

Some months since, the writer of this areicle was reqmr&g
by an old and valued friend, Mr. Smith H. Bracer, presiden of

this compaqry, to meke an exhaustive examination of the histoy of,
and all existent facts resarding, the Howie \I'nc:. from a “business
or commercial standpoint, and to write 2 Concise, clear and abso-
Iutely horiest and true- repost thereon:~ The writer complied with
this request, and, after unstinted labor, submitted the nm')mpan‘vinv
statement, ‘In dolng so, he’ begoed the pristlege of a persanal pm-
atory word, knowing that the report would be- wsed as 2 'basis o
offering the pubhr. 3 ltm.ted amount of the comp:mys 5:ocL.

He wishes to sa:

That he bchc»c: that every statemént herein; to thc smali-
est d"ta] is evactly and ynqualifiediy true. ' :

2. That he believes tharin the How'e > Mines: there ies 2.

~long-overlooked - and - death-ine rupted oppom.mu' mr ‘epining ,
: ‘secure ready money asa - working capital to :m.n} mill and minc

“the great accumulation of ore already mined, and then to vpen up
‘the vast bodies of unmized, but bmcked out-and prospectad, ore.

mlﬂxcm of dollars.

3. That these mines are in no sens¢ a mese pro:pect o ~p|:. i

ulation, but rcpr&ent the actual investment of great.sums of
money- in preparation -for a ‘great mining campaign, almost. ready

for ummadxa.e launching when, stopped short by the sudden: dea.h:f

of the foriner owner,

FR But,.reahmig:th;tt the best opportunity in the world may
be wiecked or mishandled, to the loss of the small and tristing. -

fnvestor, by du‘xcne:. or i cun'petcx‘t lmertab in Lon'ro' he desire

to say: :
That no prom‘oterﬂo 3% ecu.a*ur ‘m: anytaing whatever 0 do - -

~ with the Howie MBS Or IR stock.

That those in control have bouzht for a permaneny.

Mr. Bracey, the leading stock hu'l!er. a prominent railroad
man, who has honestly earned 2 larze estaté by building over 3,000
miles of railroad, who has never wronged a man out of a perny
or done one single dishonorable or dx‘c.cdl able act in all his life,
who has taken up thx&entsrpn:e a5 a speces of special life insurance
for his farmly, B

Mz, P. P. Zimuherman, one of the largest. }mlum ot stack, 55

a scuthern gentleman of “inblemished repute, intimacely familiaz

: mth the history, conditions and prospetts of the Howie Mines, and
- who has had many years of mining experiente. ‘

That the motive for offerinz a limited arrd n. of stock iz to

It matters not who the wntcr i, as his stazements can be
quickly verified by the commercial agencies or by personal eorre-

“spondence by the: pmwcd buyess, and because any group o ugers

can send a Tepresentative to the mines for examiration. without -
CO)t to tne-n, before paying.over a dol'ar of thele- money. '
" Hexar L, Tu\m.

12



'IHE HO\\ [E UI\'ES

The How’e Mines aze n North Caeslina. 'lher have pre-
duced over $730.600 in‘cash vaige and have hundrals of thousands
on the dump and mitlivns uader e sod. e

How-dees:it-happen that good mld mines te zuz:\}e\"elopedr;'in

Nerth Carolina toeday? e

Because the mining trend has ever been westwird

things ocher than mining. Because cash for. development’ and

‘machinery: was lacking for'many years after zhe devastation of the
Civil War,

tory, and cac.‘z wich.its own ml ard m

“with costly new machinery 2dded, which were_incerrupted by che

" Because .
the mazch of seushern industry has ever -beent ‘.a:cc:e\! wanl

‘Tareference to this s 'na;:er, M AL \Ioore, celebrated mins

inz engineer, after an exhaustive expert-examination, ;ay_;_o! these
mines: ' ’ ‘ N

eaough for all purposes to remark that he is western born and
bred and has been in this business twenty-six years, and fesls it to
be. quize crue thac if: this property were locazed one hundred mites

away from railway tr:’m'aport.\:ion in the fastnesses' of the- Reckies'
or Sierras, it would, with one-quarter of its present showing. be i un-
,mcdmrlv financed tur 1 fabulous amount almost without. quﬂ:;

fon.”

© ‘The property comprises 270 acres of lam., with e‘cccllen. sups
plv of timber and water. It is sicuated in Union- Counn'. about.
10 miles from the town of Menrce and 22 miles: south-of -Char-
Totte; with: railway passing within short. distance. - Coal Is-casily

. examined by some of the best known miring
“In conclusion, the writer considers it qJ':c cornorenmmc-

death of the owner some yess: since; and. have been held up by

eatang! 2rmens. in the seclement of the-estate and. only freed dor
sale or operation within the last few m-)rth.. '
We'ask you to-read ‘what we have to- say, not & the ravings

of wild ~pemla:or;. but as- che truchfu! starements of honest men

presenting an actual, sober, c-murun-:cna‘. mdmml mves;z:-.em.

WHAT THE \KI\E: ARE

Durin ng the past owency gears the mines have heen cnrcmll

and: exhaustive reports made; which ¢an be seen ac our office, r\;
they are very solunnou;..nc gu'e a xew pointed extracts, a3

follows:

Froni A. J. Moore, imining cngir'eer: :

"We a.ready know that the ore i -there and that it is paying

ore. For instance. we know thnt we have.a good or., and that of

tself i uncoined money, but ssh ne‘cuheless., From closct end
“more intimate association, wu!' mining conditions. here, T'am co'z-»

" viriced that the gold-bearing agea is deep and at the ;oo-;uot lt"r:l

accessible: and labor “plentiful -and. low-priced. The dimare &

healthy, with'no extreme degree of heat or cold: admitting of unin-
terrupted work the year around. Two separace and distince mines
have been cpam:d about two miles apart, each covéring 1:!).'0: ;::..t-

" *We.can cun‘identh re\omne nd the Howie \Ime 15 a vn’u-
abse propesty, w hich. propﬂrl) ‘opened aml mann-*ed should produce
gooil resuics.” :

 here?

. From 8. W. Vlendne, M. E., one of. che most: noced engl

necrs in the country: .- '
“Reliable statistics taken from the books of the mill the: expr
companics, and t"n: United Scares Ming, show thiat. gold !

;o Dee

amount of over'$750,000 has been shipped:from the: mme ~Con=

sidering the fact thac nearly all the ore from whuh this

amount of gold was obtained came from above the water: level,
that the deepcst s‘mf" is about 330 fest (at the Gold Hill: \Ill

t;.t) and. mmxdermv thc po«:blhtv of ﬁnd-nJ m.’1 or

such as have been found, one carrying gold to the value of 3:.000‘

to the toa; cor.:ndermv all these facts, itds impassible t' estimate
the immense amount' of treasure that tan be 9bmmed from this:.

" yemerkible mineral belt: The ore from which over '$750,000 was

saved must hn\-c)consamcd at least br.zso.ooo. A larze percent-
age of this w: asted 5 $500,000 s still Tematns in the immense. deposie:s
of tilings below r"m old mill. Jnmes Plo“- miller ‘for Corm.

Szockeon; stated: thar the last 1,000 tons of ore. mz.[ed by hun from
- this mine avc’aged $33 per ton.” .
Ia answer 1o the que;nor, *“YW hat are thc fmiines?” the-custom:

the wozld over is-to quote cereain assays. and hegein {ies greac
op,.omm ity for fraud, s a few picked assays of hlzh v
given a5 a fair mnp.e aversze when it is not. “These foAc, we give
all the recorded assays on thesé two minds from December 13, 1601,
6 October 3, 1503, with the date 2nd-derail of each ;tssn}' given,
107 #ssays in all, at a grand average per ton of $73.81. '

gmar“e__
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Feb. 1. South side toreamof shaft............t

‘we shall find conditions that will j jusn.v furcher sinking.- This
Properly isw arehy of aml should be ‘carried on as a safz 6:::1.:(;':

praposition, end not a5 a :tar;!' gamble. T he um[n-dopzd zald ir.

From Hewick, \[one'na & -\l‘o'd M. E, Suffolk House,
London, Eng.: =

cees !)S

23. - ‘3_3-.50.
- ©.99.20
" Jani 2r Fmt:——Comcr vein (W, B. ") . 830

Fmes——Oppo:zte COTREr VRN, il i uivinnss R 74.’00;

Bullface vein.e.vesoerons

Bullface vein........

" Bullface vein. ...... :
- Bullface veln....o....

Bullface vein o vivesnenneeceess

Savsvhes

R

Bullface veinl. . eurennre e imenneneses

‘ Bu!lfac_e»véin.......;...’.....I.........:...
Bullfate Vel cevrveeeiennerametinrneces
26. Avcr‘ng= of hizgh-grade ore frcm Bullt ace (W,

28, Samgle mhen b; AL W, Shafer. cenern s

"Eas:endncnr&,M....‘................... _'
8. Fine ore, bottors shaft, No Teu.ieuiusions
) F'neore,bct:om:‘mt,\0.2.............. »

North sids, bottom shafe, No.1..ceverronns” 560

Norsh side, boczom shaft, No.2.0.ovvuennes 2200

mining eqmprcnt, reprIsent:
inga combined investment in -nnn:ncn and plant of $550,000. 3 o
P:ep__;r ons were made mn operate 'n='n along modern I...'... '

engincers in the » world
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COMUDGN oo s o none

ORG: \\"Z«\TIO\ AND C«\PIT-\!.IZ-\TIO\
CEARTE ¢D UNDER THE m: DF ARIZONA

Capital Swcz

.................,.......}

Seven per cant ore.eucd

e eseesasmesssasesseserriocs

VISIBLE A ssm".s” '

Lard and mmb

Plants and machinery. including milling housss, boxlc;: -
and boiter house, ‘laboratories, shaft houses, housgsfor-- -
workrmen. - Machinery, mostly new, as per ‘nvenzoryy’
\.o>: ......................................

Ore on the dump and in tailings. as pe enginees’s; res:

ports

ALI.—\BILITIES [T TUUUUTE SUUTURCRPO PRS- |
" Invisible,: but: principal -asset. the pr m‘pcc'ed’or: invmmc:

themselves, embraced:in a vein 400 feer-wide: by near h' a mile in

lez}gth.

OFFICERS
President, S. H. Bracey...voeeverenvereraaoens .Chicago, IlL
Vice-President, William Blnc:.bu R oo s s sions s Chicagn, Tk
Treasurer, Charles Turgrimson. coveeiserviovase :Chicago. Til.

Secretars, William H. Gallagher..... 71 .. .--......Chicago, 118

<A ::‘.mm Blackhuen.
Chirles Tuzzrimson. .

Wikt H. Ghl[:.‘gher....,..,......;.

CFeed A D"’pn..............

, DIRECTbR< ' R

" Presilent. Cincingati,” B' Toon
I...

TR R

Secretary | ]

5 i

President; Illinols

Rew:-.er, Intessiate.]
P, Zi'nmeman'

2.
The firsc queig; n we hm.e 4{2:1\ exed in € in our state-
menz of assees and liabilities; where we show chat without count-.
inz one cent for the véal value of the-propercy, the enormous mass™ ’
of ore unmined under'r-ound he gets more t‘x:m S1.co'in walue in
actual visible assets for every” dollar he pays for pn"erted stock, for
the preferred stock ‘has_the sanie effect as 2 frst moregige’in thar
no divideads, § faterest of pn.‘zcxpatlor. car be taken out of principal
or tncome until the holdees or,pr:f red atﬂd. have been provided .

To.the <econd guestion, as to the surey
and steadiness of his incocze, we give our an-
“swer: m the: m].lm'.n-J c'lrcfullr gather ed e;:'.-
maress e '
Capacity of mines ‘;00 tons of -
ore per day, atd gnnd aver-
age of assays as per reports

herein, at 573:807per-ton..§  36,505.00
Cost of mining and milling ' 2
300 tOR3, at $52:50 per-ton:. 1,250.00

Net. vield per dayi.
Net )x:zd for ong
days, at PSJ*"’,

In additio
werth- of tatlin
il :

PROPU: ‘ '01-' .—\LE
To svery ;\_u'n':‘f of one ~har» of camiu-

lative preferred stock, price SI, we W il give.
two shares of common stock, par value §1 per share. . The pre--

ferred stock s redeernable at 1o per-cent premium: aiter one year,

_ the ownership of the: common’ stotk given as b-m'" restaind u" mth'
the holder. - . ,
SECURIT'I'

Every purchaser of one ;‘u-'e of preferred swek (1) accu"d-’
ing o the repors of assers: ‘and Habilities, will have mose’ than $3

seciriyy for his meney—i —in visible =:e::—-\.¢&z o4, ity Share of the

\,

i Rarscparer. bt Eupine,

impmense masi o7 anminid e, whic ch ‘shosld r'r 2use the: ~e-‘u..\.
to-ag feast ten 20 one. i

THE .—\.TiO\-\L LPLIFT

Lez us suppnse you "have $300 in the saviag bank, -eaening’
rouL 3 per cent Interest each \‘v:——:‘mt is, $9.:- - Thae would: go-a
mg]‘t} litde ways in “helping vou support } vourseit; wife and:two
-chilizen.. Bl.! >t.ppu>c you draw this 3300 out of t‘le hank ami '7\:)- '




with 7 S300.0f this company § Teferred stock,
"and that you receive $600 of its common stock
25 2 bonus, and you receive each year 7 per
ceat dividend on your preferred stock. S 21.00
And also receive 20 per cent 2ividend .

on $600 common 520K e e aens

120.00°
Your twral income -each  year
would Be evvrozonanonens _$141.00
inscead of the $9 you now receive from the'
bank. That would buy your family each year
2 good many items: of comfore, hats, shoesy
enderclothing. e, which you cannot pow
have for them. - ‘
Suppose at the end of fivé Fears you
wished to realize on‘your stock. »
Your preferred stock would bring youS330.00
Your com=on stock would bring you. boo.c0

Givinz you back. ‘beside your .
" §141 annual income... e 23030007
principal,-or- 5630 clear profit.

one of 18 Pomps m‘:h' ] rapuvil;; of 134 wuilond of water pry miauic,

1i, instead of $300-in the ‘hank,.you have-$600, earning you -

atly $18 for-the year,-and' you bought $500 of the company’s pre-

ferred stock and received $1,200 common ‘stock s bonus, your

crnaal receipt in- dividends should be .as jollo Ceee 528200
And your profit at-the: end of five years, besides your §600

principal, returned to you. should beiw . esvennsosss 1,260.00

Should you invest $1,000, your anaual income should be $470,

“and vour profit in principal in Ave)ears. $2.100, besides reimburs-

Ohz of 15 Panipy with 4 capucity nf 1555 gallans of water
. WHY GOLD MINING IS & WORLD-BEATER .. .
1t you have trained yourseli to be an’ expert ?arié:!asét gricar-".
“penter, you have gained an asset of untold yalue to you, But you
ave mee at the outset, and always, with the quesdon: I3 here
demard for my ability? Can [ depend on. s:ca;!y;:mp!o_xmc’r}t':",'

If you have the talent and have educaséd. vourself ‘to-paint
beautiful pictures, to sing or to play any instrument superbly, you
have gained a money-earning power of great veluee, bue you are
met at the hcginr_xing.' and ever, with the question: "yVill t!‘.eyé

per minnte.

you, viz., “Where can I find g markes,

ing you your puxc‘}imsc ‘rponey. $1.000, Is.mot. ‘this. promising
“enouyh to Warrant i‘n'\'rstigﬁ:ign? ‘ ’ B

Should. the company do this
would cc}minly have d‘on'r their part towards the accernplishment

of thé national purpose—"the  etserment. of dhe people’—in 2

Tr.ds precisely because they
this. buz far better TCian
and do

most praczical and compon-sense Way,
, zre convinced that they can no¥ oniy do
“this, by all alike: that they have taken up this enterpzise
pot hesitare © recormmend it

playing®™ - .
I you are the owner of th acres of fer-
* tite farming-or cotton land: and have, throwgh

ence, ‘brought your crop ‘to perfecticn, you
have giined an asset of great potensial money-
producing powers but again fises up-the same:
old perplexing question: “3hall T -¥ind a re-
munerative demand for wy crops?”

So, through -cvery aveaue of theiworld's
activities, be it in the manufaczure or sale of
dry goods, clothing, hats, beots and .shoes, stezl
or  rubber. products, avsomodiles  or “trucks,
vour work is bat half dune when ou° have

haif of your 'umi:rm’kingi viz., the dizpesal
oi your. gathered assers 3 always. and : unceas-
ingly, the -eld;hues:iuri _Comes up. to W
a dgmand.vf_or toy" @00
your

B d
b 4

But it. s not so with gold mining. Whea you have dugz

“ore up out of the earch, have milled or selted i, you can laugh

at thav old quescion, which -hes worried the wotld sinde: Adam

ound none bug home customers for his 2ppl¥ crop. “Wherz shall 1

You have buc.to serid it to Uncle

find buyers for my produet?” i
Sam'’s mint and-you receive back doltars—beautitul, sh

dollars, grand commanders of alt life’s necessities and’ happiness.
“They will not grow dim at rust upon yous shelves, o¢ mildew in

by 500 or more families. ther

2 hot season of arduous lakor:or. supe:in:cn&« .

yous finished product’in hard. Always and .
everywhere you ase conironced with the larger N

zzold

v —
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" ot affected; by trusts, competition, sivalry.”

_ o all the national banks.in- the country- ,

your cellars, for lack of buyers. They are
bought before you g&t the. o

C Thusitis sold” mining beats the world
and leads all of Nife's activities—a winner
down: the home streech. :

LEGITIMATE GOLD MINING
The Safest. Most Honorable and Most Profit-

sble Business in'the World

The.-Mining Journal, 3 leading financial
paper; says: .
the business structere, 1t is the only business
The Nationgl Banker sayss. “The divi~
dends paid by gold and silver mines are greater
than the Jividends paid by all the banks in

his country.” - ‘
One of thy Nw York dailies has just : .
+oted. (June, (fo12)- that the dividends for the - Sk T e ot sbveral

past vear from:go! 3 mining exceed two billion o : -
dollars ($2,000,000,000), ‘BTEALEr thanthecombined di\ia‘endsf Ay, Cesil Rhods, onie of the greatest
: o gires of the age, says: “] ese monty is lest PT _

" ing than in any other business in the world and larges fortunes are.

" made in mining and-in the investment in mining stocks than in 2n¥
A good mining stock will

per cent of all 'mercantile
. : ‘prher: business or invesiment on. & .
' 40 and 100 PrT cent “annually
s #nd stock or € vernment:

Robring. Inpingd. )
gold mining million-
opurtionately in min-

Breditreet’s and Dun’s say that only 35 per-cent of all legits

jmate mining investments fail, while 95
iavestments fail.
“ The Utak miaes in 43 YT
an average of gbout $8,000,000 per YEAT-
South Dehota gold mines have produced $

Jost 33 vears.

pay the investor more casily 20, 30
shan municipal bonds, railroad bon

Londs can possibly pay 3 Per cent.” -
4. gold mine fortunt 67 income i a cleas and wholesorae: 03¢

s have productd $123,000,000, 0T

22 5,poa,ooo.in the

" God hides His treasures dask and de2p g
- PDown in-the besos of the gasthy '

" Bus means that man, with beain and brawn.
Through- wiling hours from ezrly dawn,
~Shall-all his millions find and keep.

And measure’ outy in Rappness, their worth.

SALIENT POINTS REGARDING THE
5 TowIE MINES

1. Theyared rangible, wisibl actualiey
dreams
producinz - D¥

tted Staces Minc abd the ex-
e responsible ¥ouche
lesman; that gnere has been alr
" tht restimony of 50 re of ths
¢ ;,'vf;:ee:fs;"_’sugeﬁnt{rx,cvisi I

“Portivis of Dy

No man’s cost of living i increased 2 dotlar: b
“becauss you find and dig ir-out where God has

stock and ._g;;:n'spg;mlatinn, no man loses; but al

by whae you makes s o

ST is as unfust o charge upsa -1égiﬁz¢i:e---:§x§niﬁg &
ten thousend fakess i elleged mining investments 2
to charye upon-a brave and:paﬁ;iofi”é'am)- the robbery.oi the dead:

upon a batdefield by the razzed hangers-on and houls upon 65 methods.
traih.: ' ' 6. As far a3 can be ax cained from cazedul

16

«Gold mining is the backbone of o - . ' -

study” of the
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touckéd: upon the real resources of the mine.

exhaustive Teports of the various engineers on
the existing conditions, it would appear that

ke 3530000 in gold removed has barely

7.+ Theze is here no costly, heavy trans-
portation of machinery in and bulky product
a0 express; not 3 freight, proposi-

product being gold iusclf, the
measure of all values, compérition or combinas:
tion canpot: threatén it. S
9. 1f the company’s well-grounded. ex--
sations- are” but moderately realized; the:
“should: receive anny-.
idend there- -
oh, birtals0 320 ividend on %
times as-much bonus common ‘stock,
Respectfully submirted,

Suite 1606, Tribune Bldz,- e

Shoriny the. Y Bones, four storice Algh. Next to the MAI Bewse
: ond Compresenr. Thid tut aliy '{bci:i

vie -

t the
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About this time, 1912, the followmg report ! was fi Ied by the supermtendent
"Two levels have been opened one at 150 feet and one at 265 feet At

the ]So—foot level drifts have been run southwest and northeast on: the vem |

: wrthout any pay ore having been exposed Cross—cuts extend southeast and -

‘northeast from the. shaft alsoi m waste. The total amount of dnftmg and cross-—

cuttmg is about 200 feet

“At the second level, dnfts have also been run southwest and northeast

_ ,and Cross-cuts same as one the: f rst- level in the s.outhwest' drift, an-»ore»body

was encountered about 100 feet from the shaft and a stope has been started on’
the ore. This is known as the Clark Stope Ore is-being broken here from six to_ )

eight feet wrde, averagmg, by grab samples, from- ten dollars to three hundred

' dollars per ton The hrgher values have been recently found in. the southeast i

. ,wall of the stope, the rtch portlon vein bemg one foot to elghteen inches wnde

‘averaging. from seventy donars to four hundred dollars, per ton, in gold Yery

: .httle sdver is:found. The rich ore'is, at present, bemg-stacked for shipment, the

balance gomg to the mill”.
“The mrll ore: will average from ten dollars to three hundred dollars per
ton. The bulk of. the gold occurs on the cleavage planes in-a very fine state of |

division, - the remamder bemg drssemmated through the quartz and coarser

) pamcles Gold is readdy seen- wrth the naked eye In the: rich ore

o “The bottom of the shaft 90 feet below the second Ievel shows assay' |

_ values of two dollars and forty cents per ton, and the mtentron is to smk further

wnth a view of cutting the same ore chute now . bemg worked on the second'

level. This ore ch-utez is southv.and eas—_t.v.;of»the.Vold.work!ngs.m the,!_S;ul_I;_fFace; _;Shaﬁt;

23



operated some years ago by the Colossus Mining Company, as sunk -on an

B mclme toa pomt 90 feet below our second level”. -
“There is a breakthrough from the southwest end of our dnft on the
~ second 1evel into these old workmgs, but up to the present tlr_ne water has
prevented any examination of the old wofk, and their extent has not_'been'.

ascertained by the present company"..

(NOTE: A stope s a place where the vem is struck and 1t is followed wherever it

- leads, maybe up, maybe down or crossways )(The Clark stope is sa|d to have been .‘

enlarged to the size where several homes could be housed inside it) -

“According to reports., a consi’d'er_abl»:e amount of ore has been ‘mlned' from t-hese
workings. The Bull Face shaft is yertical‘ for 150 l’eet from the surface, the remai.nd-er :
of the distance being on an incline followmg the dlp of the ore chute. There is said to
be good ore leftin the bottom |

"Northwest from the Bull Face are two shafts the old and new Neddy shafts. |

These are m ‘bad condmon and are not- bemg used The new Neddy produced a

‘ consnderable amount of good | ore from the Neddy vein to a depth of 300 feet. There is

a cross—cut connected the Bull Face and the new Neddy shafts at 150 feet. At a point
1500 feet northeast from. the‘rnain shaft ’the company ls d-e'velop‘ing a vein. expésed ln

some old workmgs “This shaft is 60 feet deep and has been equipped wrth a small )
headframe and honst A1-1/2 mch anrlme from’ the main shaft supphes compressed
air to operate ‘the hoist and machme dnlls SufF cnent development work has not yet
been done in this shaft to determine the extent of-.t.he_ ore .chu.te, but good ore is being

broken in an underhand stope from two to three feet wide”,

24



wore is trammed: from the main shaft to storage bins, from which it is taken to

the mill by an'incllned tramway. Th‘l-slncline is tobe..extended on a 45 degree dip to

cross -cut the vein systems in this, the western end of the property".

’ ¢ An mterestmg srdelrght to the development of the mine occurred when a
huge arr compressor arrived by rail at Mmeral Springs. Due to the weight of
this ma‘chine, at first a six-horse team was employed to bring it as far as |
Pleasant Grove Campvground. App.ar‘en.tly the cond'i-tion of the road changed
consftdera,b»ly at' this point because from here on to the mine, it to'ok a team .
of twelve h.orses.and wh-'en’ it arr'i-ve'd at the 'cre_ekb_ed, there had.to be laid a
track of heavy timbers before it could -cross the .creek. It must be
rememberead that at this pointin trme the roads were for wagons and‘

buggles and were mamtamed by the commumty

Most of the mmmg done by the Howie Company was- centered around: the " main

" shaft”, or the Cureton, whrch was developed to 350 feet and later to 596 feet. The Bull

Face shaft contmued to be developed and was said to contain good ore in the bottom

However, the Neddy shafts were sard to be in-poor condmon and were not used
Also, between the years of lQll and 1912, the mill was remodeled from a very
dry crushmg plant to a, cyanide agitation plant lt con5|sted of "great crushers,

roughmg rolls, tube mllls, classifiers, necessary elevators, tanks and etc.”

In 1913, the mine was acttvely developed for only five months The greater
portion of gold in Umon County came from the Howre Mme in 1914. In 1915, the
Howxe wanalso the largest producer in Umon County ln November, a 300 ton cyamde
plant was burlt at this srte In 1916 the shaft ‘heuse at the: Howre Mme was destroyed

by frre It was not reparred untrl December of 1916 The loss of the’ shaft house caused g
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the unwatering of the mine, the bulldmg of concrete retaining walls and piers to
support the headframe On March 12,191 7, the secretary of the mine stated: “Our mill
wrll start within the next six weeks on a 50—ton danly basis, and we will resume mmmg
operations thlS week, using a temporary frame cn

On February 21, 1921, the commiissioner of the court, in the case entitled Jane
S. Bates ‘versus Howie Mining Company, auctloned the gold mine property to the

highest bndder, Roland H. Brady of Baltimore, Maryland for the sum’ of fifty thousand '

. dollars. Thus, he control of the mme by the Howie Mining Company ended.

Between the years of 1921 and 1929, the Howue Mme changed .owners. several .

 times. Durmg this period, httle sngmf” cant operation or operatron took place.

On March 1, 1921 Roland H. ‘Brady sold the gold mme property to the Waxhaw .
Mmmg Company for the sum of five: ‘dollars and other “good and valuable

consnderatlons On May 7, 1924, the supenor Court of Umon County “In the certain

’act'io'n et als,” authonzed a, pubhc auction of the property of the Waxhaw Mining

Company (including mine machmery, engines, boﬂer, hoisters and tools). A deed was -
rssued by the commrssroner to the highest bndder, Charles B. Blackburn, for the sum of
ten thousand dollars On October 13 1924, Charles B. “Blackburn conveyed the gold |
mine to the Jackson Mlllmg Company. On November 25 ]927 the Jackson Milling

Company, a corporatlon of the. State ‘of Delaware, sold the gold mme to the Jackson

Gold Mmmg Company for the sum of one dollar and other gooed and valuable L

-

onsiderations On August 14, 1929 the Jackson Gold Mmmg Company sold the mme _
property to- Condor Consohdated Mlnes, 1td., a corporatnon created by and existing

under the laws of Ontarxo for the sum of one dollar and “other valuable and good

co-ns:lderatlons .
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The Depression kindled abri,éﬁiﬂurrysof a'ctiVlty.,in»_thelgo"ld region as is shown in
the followmg reports. | |

Between the years' of 1929 and: 1936 the. Howze Mine, under the control

was unwatered c0re-dnlled and sampled carefully “Alarge: amount of gold ore .
was carved out but because of a: dlsagreement among the owners, a mill was-not
| burlt. The company made _plans-to erect a lOO—tonl-cyamd.e mill. In 1935, the
primary shaft that was. wOrkéd'r’\lva‘s ‘the Cureton, :Wh‘i‘ch was 365 feet deep, later
Cat 596 feet Other shafts that ‘were developed the. Bull Face, the Bracey and the
: Pansy The productlon fi gures for 1934 credited the: mme wnth havmg produced

41,300 ounces of gold Durmg thlS penod the mine.came to be looked upon

with consnderable ment and: it was predicted that it would become a good gold

producer.

Between 1937 and 1943 the predlctlons that the Howie Mine would

become a good gold producer came true. On January 12, 1937, Condor
'Consolldated Mmes, Ltd., a company mcorporated by Letters Patent under theA ,
laws of the Provmce of Ontano, Dommlon of ‘Canada, sold ‘the gold mme
‘property to Condor Gold Mines, Ltd a company mcorporated under the laws of
the Province of .Ontar«lo,. Dommlon. of Canada for- the sum of one dollar and_

| "other good and valuable consrderatlons

oqut people in Union County who would invest their tlme labor and money mto makmg -
the mine a success. In November of 1939, ,l_-lugh Jardine, of Union Cou.nty, North
Carolina, signed an agreement with the»corporation. Jardine, wishing to participate in

the development and operation of the Condor Gold Mine, agreed to invest a total

of Co.nd"or'COn'sol‘idate-d:-,:-Minest, ul;td‘ ; u‘nderwe“nt:'many--’-developments. “The mine

In orﬂer to operate the mine effic ciently, Condor Gold Mmes, Ltd. (l 936) sought S
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.. Moffat.

“"Fred Kilpatrlck Buck Patterson, _Walter Ghant, Jerry Hilder,

amount of thirtyfthousand»‘ ‘dollars;to fumish :a-nd:-:supply all: .mlning- plant equipment,

which would be required for the prosecution of the mining program and agree to pay

all the costs entalled in‘the performance of the mining operations. The agreement also

stated that after Jardine had spent seventy five thousand. dollars on the mine, he wou‘lc;l _

be entitled to fi fty percent of. the net proﬂts In 1941, Condor Gold Mmes, Ltd. (1 936) .

leased the mineral nghts and: property to Robert Y.: Moffatv» Then, in 1942, Jardme

released and conveyed his- clalm on ‘the property to Robert Y. Moffat. Thus, the

responsibility for the rni,ne;;,d,urmg thls penod rested with: Hugh Jardine and Robert Y.

The mine, at its peak;’ employed about 100 men. Some of the workers included

iz Wallace Rlchard Hood

Jimmy McClain, Thomas Daugherty, Baxter Blythe, RJ. Blythe _lames Plattenberger, John

Ghant, Andy Broome, Hugh Jardme, 7 Brown, and Charlie Patrick.
The workers’ wages ‘were ﬁxed accordlng to the work that they did. The main

labor was - pard fi fty cents’ an hour, whlle the unskilled was’ pald between thirty cents

and forty cents and hour

- "In 1940 1941 and 1942, thé:mine was the. leadmg gold producer in the state.”

In 1940, the mine brought in ten thousand dollars to twenty thousand dollars every

fourteen days. ln 1941, ‘it was. reported that' the mme turned out about two gold brlcks

per months, each weighing about thirty: pounds and. bringing mne thousand dollars

The majonty of the fatal

f

" There were many accrdents among the miners

accndents resulted from falls mto ‘the shafts Those who died |n mine accxdem:s.

‘included William Hel:ms,v Fred Bowden,, Wlll»Cr.ow-,.-:Rolaertflfysmger, Alonzo Stephenson,,

Cull Helms and Hamp Helms.

20
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In 1942, the mine closed as the result of World War I following a presidential

order to close all gold mines along with many other actions which took place in

America in the dark days at the beginning of the war. The mine has been inactive
since 1942. However, in 1955, the mill was used for a while, then again in the early
19605 the mill site was used for processing gold ore from the Star Mine in

Montgomery County. The ore was hauled by a fleet of Iarge dump trucks and the gold

brlck was poured here at the mill. Thts was leased by H. A. Knight, Sr. of High Point.
ethe/' -

One hundred and fi fty thousand dollars worth of gold was produced there befor

mill was shut down. _

In 1967, the gold mine property was seized from Condorcold Mines,:Ltd.
(1936) by the courts because of unpald debts. On Aprll 25, 1967, the land, was sold'at |
public auction to the hlghest bidder, Robert Y. Moffat, for the price of one thousand
eight hundred and’ elghty-elght dollars o

Between 1968 and 1973, the mine property changed. owners several times. On

February 9, 1968, Robert Y. Moffat sold the property to Moffmmes, lnc a Pennsylvama ’

corporation, ‘for ten dollars and “other good and valuable consnderattons On_
November 16,1971, the gold mine property was. sold by Moffmmes, Inc., of Scranton,..
Pennsylvania to Talley—Brook Inc., a North Carohna corporatlon for the sum of ten
dollars and “other good and valuable consnderatlons On June 9, 1972 the gold mine -
property Was sold by Talley—Brook Inc. to J.E. Josephs and wife and Alex R. Josephs '

‘and. wufe for the sum of ten dollars and other good and valuable consuderatnons

Fmally, on Aprnl 23 1973, the gold mme property was sold by J. E. Josephs and w1fe ‘

and Alex R. Josephs and wife to Frank Watson and wife and W.S. Mchllan and wife for .

the sum of one hundred dollars and “other good and valuable considerations”. During -

‘these years, no signiﬁéa_n_t developments took place at the Howie Mine.



In 1973, the equipment at the ‘Howie Gold Mine:-wjas sold to a Georgia firm.
Dismantling .it- called for teat.rln‘g:-d"own much of the main building. Frank Watson did not
know it was for sale until the machinery was sold. He then purchased the land and the
buildings that stand on it. | | |
o The fol-lowing report ‘was- ‘written inthe late 1:-9:70’5 and reported on the
condmon of the mine at that time: | . _

At present, the mine is in poor condition. - The bulldmgs are almost all
gone and kudzu vines are taking over every available empty space. Manyof the
old shafts are eovered by the vines and 'pres'en't a risk to any Who enter the
prerhi-ses The remalns include the old sUperin’tendeht’s home, two tenant
houses and various eroded shafts .. ..

The future of the mine: lS uncertain. .In 1976, Dana'Norrnan; Qeo.loglst of

Tuscon, Arizona, dlrecte,d' an exploratlon done by the Olglebay Norton Company

| of Cleveland, O_hio.‘ The dr’illir‘tg rlg~core-drilled~-four small holes to deterrhine.
the extent o'f.g'old' left firi the mi'ne This simple exploratlon which cost
thousands of dollars, found plenty of gold However, the problem is that it will
cost millions of dollars'..to try to remove ‘the gold. A'fa_ctor contnbutmg to this -
pr'ohlem is the abundant weter-suppl'y in the mine; Frahk .Watson said that there‘
was 'enough water in the mine to supply the town of Waxhaw. The shafts are
i ‘-lled Wi'th- the waterv and estimates state that 50”0 gallons a minute can be
pumped -out. ln 1983 Charles Jacoby drrected further exploratlon of the mme |

ThlS exploratlon reached a depth of 590 feet where work stopped when the‘

presidential or_der had closed the mine in 1943. 'Besides re—.examxen-zng,the~" "

existing 15,000 feet of tunnels, this work went further by boring another 400 -

k{s)



feet. Results of these tests show that there is lndeed gold remaining in the

mme and the surroundmg area

Later drlllmg was: done: in; the 1990's: wnth no further developmg bemg done

from this action. | |
The Howie Mine’s future asan ‘historical site-looks-dim. Watson offered the
proAperty to-the state qf "N.brt‘hf,:fCa,rol.'i;ha. as-an his-torical site. Th‘e'response was that
th;éy “were not interested”. '"iThu:S,.‘-:at-af:f::i‘}llu.s‘,t_tious-and fa‘.ét:ina_tjings era passes out of the.
picture leaving in its wa'ke».;phyS:iCalif%‘}eyid‘ence-.,ofﬁ tts passage and mental im.ages_ of a K

bygone day.
I e IR IR IR

Rev George Lee Broome grew: up in the gold mine area and observed life-as it
was hved around the mme durmg the late 1920’s until the mine’s closmg in 1942
While living there, he had occasnonal employment at the mine and has been down in tt
several times. He has identifi ed allthe» buuldmgs roads and a maJonty of the shafts on-
the property and these are mcluded on the accompanymg drawmg | |

 Recalling some of. the snghts and sounds of mmmg, he remembers the sound of .

_the steam whistle blowing at noon, and other tlnje_svof the stamp mill pounding the ore"

into dust, the sound of the hoister as it operated- the e»levator, taking the miners down

' mto the mine and brlngmg the ore up in carts, seeing these carts gomg down the _
: elevated tramway on thetr way to the mlll house, the sounds of the Jack hammer‘

_ waterlines and._stopers as they were used ..dov_vn in thé mine.

During his residence there, Rev. Broome saw the transformation from steam

power to electricity. Where once the miners first-used candles and carbide headlamps,

ETE



now the tunnels-we’re il‘luminate'd by electrlc ll‘ghts. When onee the large steam'v boil_e.rs: ’
were fi red up to run heavy mill machmery, now electrical power did the job. | .

The majonty of the mmmg bemg done during the later years, the years. Rev -
Broome observed was in the main shaft, the Cureton and the Bull Face. Conditions -
down in the shafts and through several levels and several honzontal tunnels were both
hard and dang’erous. Severa‘l- miners were killed whlle un‘derground.. Constant"‘ '
drlppage of water required that hard hats, rain SUItS and boots to be worn at all times.

Even though the temperature underground is supposed o remaln |n a constant -
moderate range, in the winter time, in some tunnels that .crossed. over and .
mterconnected with the others there would be a forceful wmd caused by the chlmney '
. ,effect requmng that doors be: bunlt to keep out the bitter. temperatures above ground.
Smce, when the ore was. struck the workmgs would follow the best vein, some
" ekcava’tlons- would be huge. Rev. »Broome remembers the Clark stope being Jarge,:_,._.
“enough for several homes | o

Tools used down in the mme were Jackhammers for dnlhng downward, water
liners for honzon-t-al .dtggmg' and stopers for overhead excavatl,ng. Air was. supplied by
the compressors above ground-and dehvered to the tunnels by pipelines. ..

Rev Broome states that he remembers seemg the last burldmg, another mill -
' house being constructed and that the employment at that time, was over 100 men.

Also remembered was the payscale for the mmers being. from two to four dollars per

v
[N

day.
CE R R R R R R

_ The closing of the Howie Gold Mme srgnaled an end to a srgmf icant era in the

hlstory of Union. County, an era that saw thlrty dlfferent mining locatlons being worked--

D



and»mining emp-ioying the second highest number of men' in the county in the years-
1840 through 1860, and producmg the largest amount of gold in the state in the

1940 S.

o N o ata
S " Ow

A Newl Vision

The era of actual mining of gold may indeed be ouer, however, the heritage will. -
live ondue to the interest and enthusiasm oi one indiVid-uai, John Rissenen. Through,
the purchase - of 62' acres, he has acquired the"-mine lands with a very small
exceptiovn. This acreage' is divided into three -parts.. One part conta-ins the area that .
was worked as a mine. One part will be an equestrlan center. The final part will.be the 3
Rissenen home. The vision and objectrve of Rrssenen pFOJECtS is as follows: "To attain, -
restore, maintain and preserve the Howie Mine for the continuation and per-p.'etuatron'f
of the tradition. of th.e_-g_,o'id. mining days..

A tremendous of w,or'k already has been done, including the clearing necessary
to beg.in resto‘ra‘tion and .rnuch improvements to the landscape. A number of the shafts
have been te.r_‘n-vporarii).' couered' fo‘r safety while others'are‘being opened, explored and
improved. on so as to be available for public uisitation.

| Riss‘enven's long range view is to haue the mine portion of-the land to be open to
". the pubhc fora park -like. atmosphere The grand opemng is set for the fall of 2002.
So, ;ust as the hrstorrcai Phoemx rose out of the ashes to become somethmg

new, now where once thought lost and buried to the past the HoWre Goid Mme will

arise agam and not be forgotten

Thanks to John: Rissenen!

-33
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' l . vssen tract; the Burleyson tract; the Newion']

Haring,f due aut‘ljérﬁy 4‘by. ordey :of"  the :'jiudge of the Si&p&:rinr*Cotl-:'t of Union

‘ounty, I will sell, s Administrator ¢-l=¢'f-!ionis non with the will annexed of ‘Wm'.-.._; o
. Cureton, deceased, and as ‘Commissloner appointed-to ,Enafkg s;md sales, ull th,e .
teal Estate of the said YWWm. J. Cayreton in Union county, in this State, contining

. N D . m ¥y - : s
Several Thousand Acres of Valuable Farming Lands, - .
1 different Tracts, on Y¥axhaw and Twelve Mile Creels, nnq the .valq-able GOLD o

ale to be on the 7th day of Jag_u_g.gyﬂni 1873, at the Court

-~ BIEINE_,' known B3 the

~. ST CKT N or HOWIE

P ) .t

- L -

«.. »-: House door. in the Town of

- -

vid asd .approved,security forthe payment of the purchnse money, . - -
‘The tracts to be sold ',a-rz asl}fznugvz, yiz: N\ -

'W‘Imw Walkup, John N. Payis and oui%'i;s.' ‘The BAKER, ATCHISON
.!d;' VX tracts, of about 300 acres, ,yjoixﬁnb"the lands of Samuel P. Walkuyp,
s J.J. VWilliams and .others ; ““T'he Mas j ‘

ek, edjoining - the lands of Dr..Ksll, Gordon; and the South Carolina line, ahout.
Ea,ﬂc'rcé: The John Blownt tract, of 200 acres; The Weavér tract, of ‘100
xes; The Matthew Mc¢Corkle tract, of 150%heres; The J, S, Ritch tract, of

D acres, near Willinm Houston. 8r%, on’'Ingelve mile creek ;  And. the several
fets on Twelve mile- ereek, in Union county, around what is Enown.ns the -

T ITO@ETON OR IOWIE GOLD MINES,

s X4

“ng those very Valuable Gold Mines, viz: 'he Samuel Howk‘t;’:ac@_; the

°-.... and Wolf traets, containing nbant ISO0 or 2
© tractior Jots to suit purchasers. : '

00V acres j---20 be sold in

l ~ clebiabrated - Gold Mine, known aos tlm " Howic or S'-ock't:,on Gold T_M_‘ifng-,”: '

s yielded anpuelly, in gold ore, froin seventy:five 10 one hundr thousnp:
ad is immensely rich and thoughtito be inexhaustible, affords o splendid
| - "ty for capitalists fon remuncrating investments. 7’ T :

I L . JOBR N. DAVIS, Commissioner.

34

THE BOME TRACT of S00 acres, on’ VWixhaw Creek, adjoining the inﬁd‘s' '

owie troct ; the. McElroy,

3.

Term.s t,o be ten per an't to:-be paid in cash, -b:pe-hnlf ‘d.i'e;' bulance io be pai.q'".in' . .
£ months, and balance in twelve months from dgy of sale. The purchasers gjw_-i-n‘g‘ S

s¢y,nhd Potts tracts, on Twelve Mile



- Other Union County Mines

of the remaining mmes m the county, shown on the next page, there is some
history available around some of them and wrll be lncluded hereln P055|bly there are
| more stories of these mines somewhere on some records or in someone’s memoirs,
however, such mformatlon was not able to be found

In 1936, the Crowell had three vems of varlable thlckness from one to four feet.
The deepest shaft was elghty feet wnth dnfts 50 feet northeast and 60 feet southwest
It also showed a hlgh content of srlver |

The Stewart Mine had been explored toa depth of 285 feet by 1936.

A group of other known mines: Moore Hrll Folger Hill, Dav:s, Phrfer, Lewis
Hemby and Harkness were. wo‘rked}_down‘v to water level - around 50 feet, some to 150
feet. It'is reported that these m'ines proddced a‘Iarge quantlty of gold. The Lewis Mine
is reported to have had drlfts up to 1 000 feet. | |

The Smart and Fullwood Mmes were already closed, in 1839 and were thought
to have gone toa depth of 120 feet producmg excellent ore. A second shaft, a
quarter _of a mile away, went 80 or 90 feet down. .

The Lemmons Mine was apparently worked before‘ 1835. Several medium depth -
shafts were sunk in the area with nuggets what was found there.

As with these other ‘mines, just when they were last worked is not known as the'

reports are mcomplete and for the Smart and Lemmons Mmes, therr reports were

wrltten in 1853 in The-M'rnr;ng»rmagazme and»thea._Stewart.report wntten in 1936.
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Today, one sitsin the quietness listening for "the stories from the rocks telling of a'.’day

oo 'which‘shal_l'-no’t: return - stories-of a lbng gone segm‘e,nt.j"éflife in. Union County,

segments reserved for the memo lijes"‘{an d the written ' word.

4
i

BrAIREE

&

: Y b A% { .
‘*ﬁé G o ;
. - StalFph] Rerige |-

Serdt e -

nd: clawed into- Union's rock\ core

“ . Pits and shafts suare emptily even today.
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George Wmchester s Wntmgs

"‘Gold Deposnts in South Pledmont” B
"Farmer’s Mmmg and Farmmg Journal" ’
“Carolina Gold Rush” - ’R»'obverts }
"M-ining: Mﬁgazin'é” : B
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"Metalhc Mineral Deposnts of the Carolina Slate Belt
“The Monroe Journal” |

“The Monroe Enquirer Joumail_"

Union and Mecklenburg Courthouse - Deeds and Records
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