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1. Name of Property 
historic name Waxhaw H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
other names.'site number 

2. Location p o r t i o n s o f M a i n , B road , Church , Broom, P r o v i d e n c e . 
street & number O l d P r o v i d e n c e , B r e v a r d & McKibben s t r e e t s Ull/iflt for publication 
city, town Waxhaw 
StateNorth C a r o l i n a code NC county U n i o n code 17 9 zip code 28173 

3. Classif icat ion 
Ownership of Property 

^ private 

E public-local 

I ! public-State 

I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 

I I buildin5(s) 
district 

I I site 
i I structure 
I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing 

93 

97 

Noncontributing 

2 3 buildings 

sites 

1 structures 

1 objects 

2 5 Total 

Name of related multicle property listing: 
N / A 

Number ot contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 0 

4. State/Federal Agency Cert i f icat ion 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Piacei and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my'>ppji](ipn, the^Of iqr t ) ) iK lm i fe ts I ^does not meet the National Register criteria. C I ] See continuation sheet. 

{LAM 

Signature of certifying official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property L J meets C d c e s not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Cert i f icat ion 

^^^j^ioiial Beglatti 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

r e e n t e r e d in the National Register. 

I I See continuation sheet, 

n determined eligible for the National 

Register, See continuation sheet, 

[ ^ d e t e r m i n e d not eligible for the 

National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register, 
n other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Commerce : d e p a r t m e n t s t o r e s Commerce : s p e c i a l t y s t o r e s 
Commerce : s p e c i a l t y s t o r e s D o m e s t i c : s i n g l e d w e l l i n g s 
D o m e s t i c : s i n g l e d w e l l i n g s T r a n s p o r t a t i o n : r a i l - r e l a t e d 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n : r a i l - r e l a t e d 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation b r i c k 
C o m m e r c i a l s t y l e wail.<? b r i c k 
Oueen Anne wood 
B u n a a l o w roof a s D h a l t 

other m e t a l 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The small town of Waxhaw (population 1,200) i s located 
on the western edge of Union County. The county l i e s at the 
southern t i p of North Carolina's piedmont plateau and i s bordered 
by South Carolina. Waxhaw l i e s tv7elve miles west of Monroe, 
the county seat. Waxhaw i s named a f t e r an Indian t r i b e which 
i n h a b i t e d the area before S c o t c h - I r i s h s e t t l e r s began moving 
i n t o the region i n the mid-eighteenth century. The town of 
Waxhaw formed a f t e r the advent of the r a i l r o a d i n Union County 
i n 1888; Waxhaw was o f f i c i a l l y incorporated i n 1889. 

Waxhaw i s centered along the c r e s t of a s l i g h t r i d g e which 
runs east-west and slopes gradually away t o the north and south. 
The r a i l r o a d t r a c k s , running east-west , are l a i d down the middle 
of the main s t r e e t , d i v i d i n g i t i n t o North and South Main 
Str e e t s . Daily f r e i g h t t r a i n s rumble through town, the noise 
momentarily h a l t i n g s t r e e t conversations and e l i c i t i n g a 
t r a d i t i o n a l wave t o the engineer. Broom Street (N.C. Highway 
16), which runs north-south, acts as the d i v i d i n g l i n e f o r east 
and west s t r e e t designations. A picturesque elevated pedestrian 
bridge constructed of large timber trusses spans the tracks 
at Providence S t r e e t , connecting North and South Main s t r e e t s . 

The Waxhaw H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t ' s resources comprise the oldest 
p o r t i o n s of the tovm's commercial and r e s i d e n t i a l areas. The 
boundaries of the d i s t r i c t have been drawn t o include the 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y and h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t commercial, 
r e s i d e n t i a l and i n s t i t u t i o n a l b u i l d i n g s and s t r u c t u r e s and t o 
exclude recent commercial development on West South Main Street 
between High and Church s t r e e t s , and along Broom Street north 
of McDonald, as w e l l as l a t e r r e s i d e n t i a l development which 
surrounds the d i s t r i c t . 

The i r r e g u l a r l y shaped, compact Waxhaw H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
encompasses 122 resources: these include 116 b u i l d i n g s 
(residences, o u t b u i l d i n g s , and commercial b u i l d i n g s ) , four 
s t r u c t u r e s (a water tower, pedestrian bridge, w e l l and 
w e l l house, and r a i l r o a d tracks and r i g h t - o f - w a y ) , and two 
objects (a large earthernware j u g used as s t r e e t f u r n i t u r e and 
a fence). The resources date from c. 1888 t o the l a t e 1980s. 

H See continuation sheet 
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Ninety-seven, or 80%, of the t o t a l number of resources are 
counted as c o n t r i b u t i n g ; t w e n t y - f i v e , or 20%, of the t o t a l 
resources are counted as n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g . Of the n i n e t y - f i v e 
primary resources (which excludes o u t b u i l d i n g s and objects) 
seventy-nine or 83% are c o n t r i b u t i n g ; s i x t e e n , or 17% are 
no n - c o n t r i b u t i n g . 

A compact, dense streetscape of b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g s 
f a c i n g the tracks extends f o r two blocks along East and West 
North Main Street and East and West South Main St r e e t . With 
two exceptions, the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t ' s commercial b u i l d i n g s 
are located on Main S t r e e t , or a few steps away on the 
i n t e r s e c t i n g Church, Broom and Providence s t r e e t s ; the exceptions 
are the George Sibley Tyson stores [#s 48 and 49], located a 
short distance southeast on Old Providence Road (Old Providence 
Road i s an extension of East South Main S t r e e t ) . The r e s i d e n t i a l 
areas of the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t abut the commercial area at the 
east and west and extend a few short blocks along s t r e e t s at 
the north and south. Residences, generally set i n generous 
landscaped yards, are located on West North Main, McDonald, 
North Broad, North Church, North Providence, West South Main, 
East South Main, Old Providence, South Broom, South Providence, 
McKibben, and Brevard s t r e e t s . 

The vast m a j o r i t y of the d i s t r i c t ' s c o n t r i b u t i n g resources 
date from the f i r s t two decades of the t w e n t i e t h century, a 
time of p r o s p e r i t y f o r VJaxhaw, then an important c o t t o n t r a d i n g 
and processing center. Documentary photographs of t h a t time 
and the 1925 Sanborn Insurance Map of c e n t r a l Waxhaw reveal 
streetscapes remarkably l i t t l e a l t e r e d . The h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t 
r e t a i n s a v a r i e d and i n t a c t c o l l e c t i o n of e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century 
commercial b u i l d i n g s and residences and includes a former l i v e r y 
s t a b l e , a corn and wheat m i l l , e a r l y h o t e l , two churches, and 
a school. 

Business D i s t r i c t : 

A f t e r the Rodman-Heath T e x t i l e M i l l , l ocated j u s t east 
of the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t , ceased operations i n the mid-1940s, 
the business d i s t r i c t of Waxhaw experienced an extended period 
of d e c l i n e . During t h i s period the commercial b u i l d i n g s saw 
l i t t l e a l t e r a t i o n . Today, the h i s t o r i c c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t 
i s once again the center of Waxhaw's r e t a i l economy. Since 
the e a r l y 1960s, a large number of antiques shops have moved 
i n t o the once vacant or u n d e r u t i l i z e d commercial b u i l d i n g s . 
Waxhaw has become a notable r e g i o n a l center f o r antiques. This 
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f l o u r i s h i n g e n t e r p r i s e has c o n t r i b u t e d g r e a t l y to the 
pres e r v a t i o n of the h i s t o r i c commercial b u i l d i n g s . The handsome, 
l a r g e l y i n t a c t commercial b u i l d i n g s , drawing cards i n themselves, 
d i s p l a y a strong f e e l i n g of t h e i r e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century 
associations and provide f i t t i n g homes f o r antiques businesses. 

The f i r s t , l a t e nineteenth century, commercial b u i l d i n g s 
i n town were frame s t r u c t u r e s , but these were soon replaced 
by sturdy b r i c k b u i l d i n g s ornamented w i t h decorative c o r b e l i n g 
and cast i r o n accents. A few frame commercial b u i l d i n g s , dating 
from the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century, survive i n the h i s t o r i c 
d i s t r i c t (none are on Main S t r e e t ) . Two di m i n u t i v e g a b l e - f r o n t 
frame b u i l d i n g s , the 1905 former Post O f f i c e [#60] on North 
Church Street and the c. 1920 Harris's Store [#76] on North 
Providence Street may be t y p i c a l of the e a r l i e s t commercial 
b u i l d i n g s . Both now house antiques shops. Other frame 
commercial b u i l d i n g s of i n t e r e s t include the F i r s t George Sibley 
Tyson Store [#49] b u i l t c. 1911. Now somewhat d e t e r i o r a t e d , 
t h i s b u i l d i n g was moved to the rear of i t s l o t when Tyson b u i l t 
a new b r i c k store b u i l d i n g [#48] i n the 1920s. Tyson's f i r s t 
s tore displays a broad g a b l e - f r o n t roof and double-leaf main 
entrance. Another notable frame s t r u c t u r e i s the A.W. Heath 
Co. M i l l [#61], b u i l t i n 1905 t o house a corn and wheat g r i s t 
m i l l which operated i n t o the mid-1930s. 

The Main Street business d i s t r i c t contains an impressive 
c o l l e c t i o n of b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g s . S t y l i s t i c a l l y , they 
are t y p i c a l and re p r e s e n t a t i v e of b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g s 
erected i n many small North Carolina towns i n the f i r s t decades 
of the t w e n t i e t h century. They are a t y p i c a l , however, i n t h a t 
most remain l a r g e l y i n t a c t and unaltered. This i s i n con t r a s t 
to the b u i l d i n g s i n other commercial h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t s , which 
may have upper s t o r i e s i n t a c t but o f t e n have f i r s t s t o r i e s 
considerably a l t e r e d by replacement s t o r e f r o n t s , new b r i c k veneer 
facades, or other incompatible replacement m a t e r i a l s . 
I n Waxhaw a b u i l d i n g i n the 100 block of West North Main Street 
[#13], and a b u i l d i n g i n the 100 block of East North Main, [# 
19] are the only examples i n the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t ' s commercial 
area of b u i l d i n g s which have been so a l t e r e d as t o make them 
n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g . Other commercial b u i l d i n g s [#s 11, 34, 35] 
have a l t e r e d s t o r e f r o n t s , but t h e i r e s s e n t i a l e a r l y t w e n t i e t h 
century a r c h i t e c t u r a l character survives. 

Most of the b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g s i n Waxhaw's h i s t o r i c 
d i s t r i c t were constructed between c. 1905 and 1930, but a few 
important b u i l d i n g s pre-date the t u r n of the century. They 
include the handsomely restored c. 1894, two-story, R.J. Belk 
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Company Store [#39]. The Belk B u i l d i n g features an embossed 
metal cornice above the recessed e n t r y and d i s p l a y windows, 
and decorative c o r b e l i n g used at the cornice and to o u t l i n e 
the arched second s t o r y windows. The A.W. Heath Company Stores 
complex (two b u i l d i n g s w i t h a t o t a l of f i v e s t o r e f r o n t s ; see 
#s 30 and 31), which occupies most of the 100 block of West 
South Main S t r e e t , i s considered one of the most a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y 
and h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t commercial complexes i n Union 
County. The main b u i l d i n g i s a Romanesque Revival s t y l e 
s t r u c t u r e , constructed c. 1898. I t displays a dramatic recessed, 
round-arch c e n t r a l e n t r y , cast i r o n p i l a s t e r s and cornice, 
round-arch second s t o r y windows, and a stepped corbeled parapet. 
I n 1903 A.W. Heath constructed an a d j o i n i n g f o u r - u n i t , one-story 
b u i l d i n g w i t h corbeled name panels above each recessed e n t r y . 
The o r i g i n a l painted signage survives; the u n i t s housed 
"Groceries, Hardware, F u r n i t u r e , and Wagons & Buggies." From 
1903 u n t i l 1966, the A.W. Heath Company operated one of Waxhaw's 
most successful mercantile e n t e r p r i s e s . At present three of 
the u n i t s house antiques stores; a hardware store has been 
located i n one of the u n i t s since 1911; a s t o r e f r o n t church 
f i l l s the remaining u n i t . Other e a r l y , nearly i n t a c t commercial 
b u i l d i n g s i n the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t include the c. 1900 Weir 
B u i l d i n g [#14]; the c. 1907 P l y l e r B u i l d i n g [#16]; the c. 1915 
Farmer's Ginning & Trading Company [#s 36 and 37], now adap t i v e l y 
reused t o house a popular l o c a l r e s t a u r a n t ; the Second George 
Sibley Tyson Store [#48], b u i l t i n 1916 w i t h nearly i d e n t i c a l 
a d j o i n i n g u n i t added c. 1927, which r e t a i n s an o r i g i n a l , large 
painted advertisement f o r Ballard's Obelisk Flour on the west 
e l e v a t i o n ; and the c. 1900 Broome-Rodman B u i l d i n g [#18] which 
was remodeled i n 1924 a f t e r a f i r e swept i t s block of North 
Main S t r e e t . 

Other notable nearly i n t a c t b r i c k b u i l d i n g s i n the c e n t r a l 
business area of the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t include a rare e a r l y 
h o t e l and two handsome churches. The McDonald Hotel [#10] was 
b u i l t i n 1912 i n the Colo n i a l Revival s t y l e and located hard 
by the r a i l r o a d tracks on North Main Street ( b u i l d i n g now i n 
use as p r i v a t e residence). The Waxhaw United Methodist Church 
[ # 2 ] , located one block north of Main Street at the i n t e r s e c t i o n 
of McDonald and Church s t r e e t s , was b u i l t i n 1928 i n the l a t e 
Gothic Revival s t y l e . I t replaces an e a r l i e r frame church, 
constructed soon a f t e r the congregation organized i n 1888. 
The Waxhaw Presbyterian Church [ # 6 ] , constructed i n 1929 i n 
a combination of C l a s s i c a l Revival and l a t e Gothic Revival s t y l e s 
and located i n a r e s i d e n t i a l block of North Main S t r e e t , also 
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replaces a frame church constructed when the congregation 
organized i n 1888. 

Re s i d e n t i a l Areas; 

The r e s i d e n t i a l a r c h i t e c t u r e i n Waxhaw i s notable f o r the 
large number of s u r v i v i n g l a t e nineteenth century dwellings; 
a good, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e v a r i e t y of popular s t y l e s i n c l u d i n g Queen 
Anne, vernacular houses w i t h Triple-A r o o f l i n e s , bungalows, 
and Colonial Revival; and f o r i t s o v e r a l l i n t a c t c o n d i t i o n . 
The replacement s i d i n g salesmen seem t o have made few inroads 
here, and the c i t i z e n s take great p r i d e i n preserving t h e i r 
h i s t o r i c residences. 

F i f t e e n houses constructed between c. 1888 and 1900 survive 
i n the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . The Duncan McDonald House [ # 3 ] , c. 
1888, i s t r a d i t i o n a l l y considered the oldest house i n Waxhaw, 
but the Ralph J. Belk House [#84] may pre-date i t by a few years. 
The McDonald House i s a vernacular one-story frame house w i t h 
a T r i p l e - A r o o f l i n e and cornerboards which r i s e t o a wide 
f r i e z e b o a r d , both commonly found decorative features on Waxhaw's 
residences. The Belk House i s an i n t a c t c. 1885 two-story Queen 
Anne s t y l e frame house w i t h wraparound porch and an ornate main 
entrance w i t h elaborate applied molded ornamentation set i n 
a paneled, molded surround w i t h diamond-shaped corner blocks. 
Two-story houses are r e l a t i v e l y rare i n Waxhaw, and most of 
the ones i n the d i s t r i c t were b u i l t before 1900. The Massey-
C o l l i n s House [#54] i s probably the best example of a two-story 
Queen Anne s t y l e house. O r i g i n a l l y located on North Main Street 
when constructed c. 1897, the house was moved i n 1919 t o a large 
l o t a t the end of North Broad S t r e e t . The asymmetrical house 
i s dominated by an ornate wraparound porch w i t h a l a t t i c e f r i e z e . 
The main entrance has a c o l o r f u l multi-pane sash set above a 
decorative molded panel. Other good two-story examples of the 
Queen Anne s t y l e include the c. 1890 Hugh Wilson Broome House 
[#7] which features scalloped shingles i n the gable ends and 
a c l i p p e d bay ornamented w i t h sawn brackets; the former 
Presbyterian Manse [ # 4 ] , c. 1901, w i t h an elaborate Eastlake 
s t y l e main entrance and sawn shingles i n the gable ends; the 
McCain-Coffee-Eargle House [#28], b u i l t c. 1890 and remodeled 
i n 1933 (documentary photos reveal the o r i g i n a l t w o - t i e r porch 
had f a n c i f u l sawnwork t r i m ) ; the c. 1900 Adams-Davis House 
[#79] w i t h f l u s h boards sheathing the porch face and a 
double-leaf main entrance; the c. 1889 John Lafayette Rodman 
House [#80], w i t h a c. 1895 main block, a p r o j e c t i n g polygonal 
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bay and t w o - t i e r porch. Another notable l a t e nineteenth century 
Waxhaw residence i s the c. 1897 Walkup-Gamble House [#74]. 
This unusual house features a high hip roof w i t h a large c e n t r a l 
gable which contains a recessed porch, unique i n Waxhaw. (The 
o r i g i n a l appearance of the 1909 George Sibley Tyson House [#47] 
was q u i t e s i m i l a r t o the Walkup-Gamble House and they may have 
been constructed by the same b u i l d e r . The recessed second s t o r y 
porch does not survive on the Tyson House; i t was enclosed at 
an undetermined date.) 

I n a d d i t i o n t o cornerboards and wide friezeboards, there 
are other notable r e c u r r i n g decorative features found throughout 
the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t which probably r e f l e c t the hands of as 
yet u n i d e n t i f i e d b u i l d e r s , or an u n i d e n t i f i e d popular m i l l w o r k 
f a c t o r y . These features include decorative v e n t i l a t o r covers, 
both elaborate sawn c i r c u l a r covers [see #s 26, 68, 94] and 
those w i t h unusual scalloped rectangular frames w i t h 
s e m i - c i r c u l a r caps [#s 58, 79, 93]; elongated diamond-shaped 
vents [#s 28, 66]; and sunburst p a t t e r n gable treatments [#s 
24, 26]. 

Most of the houses i n the Waxhaw H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t were 
constructed between 1900 and 1925. Vernacular one or 
one-and-one-half s t o r y houses w i t h Triple-A r o o f l i n e s , bungalows, 
and C o l o n i a l Revival s t y l e houses predominate. The e a r l i e s t 
example of the Triple-A house i s the c. 1890 Starnes-Steele 
House [#24] on West South Main Street which displays the basic 
three-bay wide, s i n g l e - p i l e form, i d e n t i f y i n g gable-side roof 
w i t h decorative center gable, and hi p - r o o f attached porch. 
Here the gable ends are ornamented w i t h r a d i a t i n g sunburst 
p a t t e r n woodwork. Late V i c t o r i a n s t y l e elements are present 
i n the crossetted and splayed molding which frames the main 
entrance, f u r t h e r h i g h l i g h t e d by s i d e l i g h t s and transom, and 
i n the p r o j e c t i n g side bays. One of the most i n t a c t , and best 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e examples of the basic Triple-A house i s the c. 
1910 Nisbet-McWhorter House [#94] on Brevard S t r e e t . I n a d d i t i o n 
to i t s signature r o o f l i n e , the three-bay wide, s i n g l e - p i l e house 
displays r e t u r n s i n the gable ends, chamfered cornerboards r i s i n g 
to a wide f r i e z e b o a r d , a hi p - r o o f wraparound porch c a r r i e d by 
chamfered posts, and decorative arched sawnwork v e n t i l a t o r 
covers. Another e a r l y , i n t a c t example i s the c. 1905 Charlie 
Haigler House [#59] which has a hi p - r o o f porch c a r r i e d by Tuscan 
columns. Other examples of the basic Triple-A house form include 
the c. 1910 Lucy Bell e Craig House [#50] on Old Providence Road 
which has an attached h i p - r o o f porch c a r r i e d by turned posts, 
and a main entrance flanked by s i d e l i g h t s ; and the 
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McGuirt-Anderson House [ # 7 2 ] , c o n s t r u c t e d c. 1910 on N o r t h 
Providence S t r e e t v;hich r e t a i n s i t s o r i g i n a l screen door 
ornamented w i t h s p i n d l e s and a replacement mid-1920s b u n g a l o i d 
or Craftsman p o r c h . One o f t h e e a r l i e s t , l a r g e s t and b e s t 
d e t a i l e d o f t h e T r i p l e - A houses i s the c. 1900 W i l l S t e e l e House 
[#77] on South P r o v i d e n c e S t r e e t , The house i s sheathed w i t h 
p l a i n c l a p b o a r d s , e x c e p t f o r t h e c e n t e r gable and por c h face 
v;here German s i d i n g i s used, and has chamfered c o r n e r boards, 
a spacious h i p - r o o f wraparound porch c a r r i e d by chamfered p o s t s , 
and a p r o j e c t i n g g a b l e d e n t r y bay. 

A p o p u l a r l o c a l v a r i a t i o n o f the T r i p l e - A house i s found 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e d i s t r i c t . Rather t h a n h a v i n g a s i n g l e , c e n t e r 
gable on t h e main e l e v a t i o n , t hese houses have t w i n g a b l e s . 
Examples o f t h i s t y p e i n c l u d e t h e Hov;ie-McCall House [ # 4 1 ] , 
c, 1910, on East South Main S t r e e t v;hich l a t e r r e c e i v e d a 
shed-roof dormer between t h e t w i n g a b l e s ; t h e c. 1905 C o l l i n s -
B l ythe-Over house [ # 6 8 ] w i t h p o i n t e d - a r c h l o u v e r e d v e n t i l a t o r s 
i n t h e g a b l e ends; t h e McVJhorter-Guion-Howard House [ # 8 5 ] ; and 
the c. 1910 Nisbet-McVJhorter House [#94] on Br e v a r d S t r e e t which 
has ornamental c i r c u l a r v e n t i l a t o r covers i n t h e f r o n t , s i d e , 
and r e a r g a b l e s . 

S e v e r a l e x c e l l e n t examples o f the bungalov; are found i n 
the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . Two c l a s s i c examples are n e i g h b o r s on 
Nor t h Broad S t r e e t , t h e Wolfe-Niven-Gamble House [#55] and the 
O l i n Niven House [ # 5 6 ] , b o t h c o n s t r u c t e d i n 1922. The broad, 
low s i l h o u e t t e o f t h e Wolfe-Niven-Gamble House i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
of t h i s p o p u l a r e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y t y p e . The house a l s o 
d i s p l a y s t h e t y p i c a l exposed r a f t e r ends, b r a c k e t e d gables and 
shady, f u l l - w i d t h engaged p o r c h . The O l i n Niven House d i s p l a y s 
many o f t h e same f e a t u r e s , as w e l l as a gable d dormer on the 
main e l e v a t i o n . Other good examples i n c l u d e t h e Shannon House 
[ # 5 3 ] , t h e John Davis House [ # 7 1 ] , and the Weir-McCain House 
[ # 8 6 ] , a l l c. 1900 houses remodeled i n the 1920s and 1930s as 
bungalows; t h e S t e e l e - G r i b b l e - H a y n e s House [#75] c. 1920 w i t h 
shed r o o f dormers and a porch c a r r i e d by grouped, t a p e r i n g posts 
set on b r i c k p l i n t h s ; and the 1933 L u t h e r Baker House [ # 8 8 ] 
which i s dominated by a wide g a b l e - r o o f e d e n t r y porch w i t h 
exposed r a f t e r ends, t r i a n g u l a r b r a c k e t s and b r i c k p i e r s u p p o r t s . 

The C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l s t y l e i s r e p r e s e n t e d i n t h e h i s t o r i c 
d i s t r i c t by t h e VJ. C. Gamble House [ # 5 ] , o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t i n 
1900 and remodeled i n 1940. The s y m m e t r i c a l main e l e v a t i o n 
i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d by an arched pedimented p o r t i c o c a r r i e d by 
Tuscan columns. The Dr. V J i l l i a m Robert McCain House [ # 8 1 ] , 
c o n s t r u c t e d i n 1914, i s an i n t e r e s t i n g example o f t h e C o l o n i a l 
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Revival s t y l e . This two-story b r i c k house i s dominated by a 
monumental single-bay, two-story p o r t i c o supported by tapered 
posts which are covered w i t h imbricated sawn wooden shingles. 
The p o r t i c o also features a shingled, pedimented gable w i t h 
f a n l i g h t , d e n t i c u l a t e d cornice and a small second st o r y porch. 
Other Co l o n i a l Revival s t y l e features on the house include 
f l u t e d posts at the side porch and segmental arches above the 
windows. The two-story b r i c k former McDonald Hotel [#10] also 
displays such t y p i c a l C olonial Revival s t y l e features as 
d e n t i c u l a t e d cornice, Tuscan porch columns, and r e l i e v i n g arches 
atop the windows. 

Most of the no n - c o n t r i b u t i n g resources i n the h i s t o r i c 
d i s t r i c t do not meet the age c r i t e r i a ; these include #s 12, 
20, 21, 27, 29, 43, 57, 62, 63, 82, 89, 91 and 92. Other 
n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g resources are older b u i l d i n g s which have been 
remodeled w i t h incompatible m a t e r i a l s ; these include #s 13, 
19, and 51. The Cockinos B u i l d i n g [#29] c o n t r i b u t e s a great 
deal t o the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century commercial streetscape, 
and i s counted as no n - c o n t r i b u t i n g s o l e l y because i t was 
constructed i n 1988. This one-story d o u b l e - s t o r e f r o n t b r i c k 
b u i l d i n g i s an e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y sympathetic a d d i t i o n to the 
h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t , designed by the Charlotte a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m 
of Hemphill Associates t o blend compatibly w i t h the A.W. Heath 
Stores [#s 30 and 31] which a d j o i n i t . The designer simulated 
the cast i r o n p i l a s t e r s found on the Heath Stores using wood, 
recessed the main double-leaf entrances, and topped the large 
d i s p l a y windows w i t h b l i n d transoms. 
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INVENTORY LIST - WAXHAW HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Numbering system: The f o l l o w i n g inventory l i s t includes a l l 
p r o p e r t i e s located w i t h i n the Waxhaw H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , keyed 
by number t o the inventory map. The inventory l i s t and map 
are numbered according to the f o l l o w i n g system: the p r i n c i p a l 
east-west s t r e e t s (McDonald, North Main and South Main) are 
numbered from west t o east, running f i r s t along the north side 
then along the south side of the s t r e e t s . Note: South Main 
Street curves southeast and a f t e r i t crosses McCain St r e e t , 
i t i s known as Old Providence Road. The p r i n c i p a l north-south 
s t r e e t s (Broad, Church, Broom, Providence St. and King) are 
numbered from north to south, running f i r s t along the west side 
and then along the east side. Two minor cross s t r e e t s , McKibben 
and Brevard, located i n the southeast corner of the d i s t r i c t 
are numbered from west t o east, running f i r s t along the north 
side, and then along the south side. 

Assessment: A l l p r o p e r t i e s are coded by l e t t e r as c o n t r i b u t i n g 
(C) or no n - c o n t r i b u t i n g (NC) according t o t h e i r r e l a t i v e 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l and/or h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t , 
and these assessments are, i n t u r n , coded on the inventory map. 
Outbuildings associated w i t h the primary resource are designated 
w i t h lower case l e t t e r s , and are also assessed as c o n t r i b u t i n g 
(C) or no n - c o n t r i b u t i n g (NC). 

Dating: Dates are based on i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e from the 1925 
Sanborn Insurance Map f o r Waxhaw; from documentary photographs; 
from i n f o r m a t i o n supplied by past and present tenants or owners; 
from f i e l d notes compiled by Joseph Schuchman i n 1982-1983 and 
P a t r i c i a Dickinson i n 1991 during surveys and i n v e n t o r i e s of 
the d i s t r i c t (working f i l e s on deposit at North Carolina D i v i s i o n 
of Archives and h i s t o r y i n Raleigh, N.C); from l o c a l h i s t o r i a n s 
and members of the Waxhaw Preservation Society ( i n t e r v i e w notes 
i n working f i l e s ) ; from e n t r i e s contained i n ed. Suzanne S. 
Pickens, Sweet Union: An A r c h i t e c t u r a l and H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
of Union County, North Carolina (Monroe, N.C: Union County 
Board of Commissioners, Monroe-Union County H i s t o r i c Properties 
Commission, Union County H i s t o r i c a l Society, 1990); from 
miscellaneous newspaper a r t i c l e s ; and from Harry Y. Gamble's 
Waxhaw 100 H i s t o r y , a booklet compiled f o r Waxhaw's 1989 
Centennial c e l e b r a t i o n (contains b r i e f town h i s t o r y and 
in f o r m a t i o n about e a r l y f a m i l i e s , b u i l d i n g s , and businesses). 
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Infor m a t i o n Sources: I n parentheses f o l l o w i n g each entry i s 
an abbreviated n o t a t i o n c i t i n g the p r i n c i p a l sources of 
inf o r m a t i o n used i n the inventory l i s t . The notations are as 
fo l l o w s : 

SM - Sanborn Map 
DP - Documentary Photographs 
O - In f o r m a t i o n supplied by property owner or tenant 
AH - North Carolina D i v i s i o n of Archives and H i s t o r y , working 

f i l e s compiled during 1982-1983 and 1991 i n v e n t o r i e s of 
por t i o n s of the Town of Waxhaw 

WPS - Inf o r m a t i o n supplied by members of the Waxhaw Preservation 
Society or other l o c a l h i s t o r i a n s  

SU - Sweet Union: An A r c h i t e c t u r a l and H i s t o r i c a l Survey of 
Union County (see above). Inventory L i s t e n t r i e s excerpted 
or adapted from e n t r i e s i n t h i s p u b l i c a t i o n .  

N - Miscellaneous newspaper a r t i c l e s (copies i n working f i l e s )  
HG - Harry Y. Gamble, Waxhaw 100 H i s t o r y . 

MCDONALD STREET"; 

1. C Warehouse 
Northeast corner McDonald and Hicks s t r e e t s 
c. 1920 

One-story, rectangular, g a b l e - f r o n t frame warehouse, newly 
re-sheathed w i t h wide rough-sawn unpainted pine boards. Appears 
on 1925 Sanborn Map as "storage warehouse," probably f o r the 
nearby Niven-Price Mercantile Co. (#11) on North Main St. Now 
used f o r storage by Unico Business Forms, located i n the 
Niven-Price b u i l d i n g . (SM) 

2. C Waxhaw United Methodist Church 
2 a. NC Fellowship H a l l 
200 McDonald Street 
1928 

The Waxhaw United Methodist Church was established i n 1888, 
the year before Waxhaw was incorporated as a town. I t was the 
f i r s t church established w i t h i n the c i t y l i m i t s . The o r i g i n a l 
frame church, which stood approximately one block n o r t h , was 
moved i n 1906 t o the northwest corner of Church and McDonald 
s t r e e t s , the present church l o c a t i o n . Ground was broken f o r 
the present b r i c k church i n 1923 and the b u i l d i n g was 
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d e d i c a t e d i n 1928. 
Thi s handsome, l a t e G o thic R e v i v a l s t y l e church f e a t u r e s 

r e s t r a i n e d ornamental b r i c k w o r k , t w i n towers o f uneven h e i g h t s 
f l a n k i n g t h e gable f r o n t main b l o c k , h i p r o o f s i d e wing, and 
b e a u t i f u l s t a i n e d g l a s s windows. Both towers are crowned by 
b a t t l e m e n t s and have recessed e n t r a n c e s s e t i n l a n c e t a r c h 
openings. The b e l f r y on the east tower has a l a n c e t a r c h 
opening, as do t h e s a n c t u a r y windows. A l l o f t h e l a n c e t arched 
openings are surmounted by r e l i e v i n g arches w i t h r a d i a t i n g 
v o u s s o i r s . I n 1976 a C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l s t y l e f e l l o w s h i p h a l l 
was c o n s t r u c t e d ; i t i s connected t o t h e church by a covered 
walkway. A Memorial Prayer Garden, l o c a t e d between t he church 
and f e l l o w s h i p h a l l , was completed i n 1988. (SU, AH, N, HG) 

3. C Duncan McDonald House 
115 McDonald St. 
c. 1888 

Thi s o n e - s t o r y frame house was c o n s t r u c t e d about 1888 by 
Duncan McDonald (1845-1924), one of t h e f i r s t men t o e s t a b l i s h 
a r e s i d e n c e and business w i t h i n t h e Waxhaw town l i m i t s . 
A c c o r d i n g t o l o c a l t r a d i t i o n , McDonald a r r i v e d i n Waxhaw on 
A p r i l 15, 1888 and "hung h i s coat on a t r e e and began c l e a r i n g 
a p l a c e where he would b u i l d a s t o r e . " He b u i l t a t w o - s t o r y 
frame b u i l d i n g (no l o n g e r e x t a n t ) on N o r t h Main S t r e e t where 
he o p e r a t e d a g e n e r a l s t o r e and served as Waxhaw's f i r s t 
p o s t master. His house i s perhaps t h e town's o l d e s t r e s i d e n c e . 
The l a r g e l y i n t a c t house has a T r i p l e - A r o o f l i n e w i t h r e t u r n s 
i n t h e gable ends; s t a n d i n g seam metal r o o f ; d e c o r a t i v e 
q u a t r e f o i l v e n t i l a t o r s i n t h e c e n t e r and east g a b l e s ; c o r n e r 
boards r i s i n g t o a wide f r i e z e board (a f e a t u r e found on many 
l a t e r Waxhaw houses); a h i p r o o f porch c a r r i e d by p l a i n wood 
pos t s ( p r o b a b l y o r i g i n a l l y t u r n e d or chamfered p o s t s ) ; b r i c k 
e x t e r i o r end chimney; p a i r e d main e n t r a n c e s ; and f o u r - o v e r - f o u r 
sash. A shed r o o f wing was appended t o t h e r e a r e l l e a r l y i n 
the t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y . The house i s c u r r e n t l y v acant. (SU, 
AH, HG) 

WEST NORTH MAIN STREET: 

4. C ( f o r m e r ) P r e s b y t e r i a n Manse 
504 West N o r t h Main S t r e e t 
c. 1901 
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Two-story, T-shaped, frame residence constructed t o serve 
as the manse of the nearby Waxhaw Presbyterian Church (#6). 
The house l o t was conveyed by J.W. Price and h i s wife to the 
Trustees of the Waxhaw Presbyterian Church on August 5, 1901. 
The house served as the church's manse u n t i l 1959 when the church 
sold i t to M.L. Braswell and h i s w i f e Odessa f o r use as t h e i r 
residence. B a s i c a l l y i n t a c t on the e x t e r i o r ( i n t e r i o r 
considerably a l t e r e d ) , the house i s sheathed w i t h p l a i n 
weatherboards except under the h i p - r o o f porch where German s i d i n g 
i s used, and ornamented w i t h r e t u r n s and sawn shingles i n the 
gable ends and ornamental brackets at the chamfered porch posts. 
Four-over-four sash windows l i g h t the house. The main entrance 
displays an elaborate Eastlake s t y l e door w i t h i n c i s e d f l o r a l 
decoration and applied slender, f l u t e d columns. Two t a l l b r i c k 
i n t e r i o r chimneys w i t h corbeled caps pierce the asbestos shingle 
ro o f . A l a t e r owner (date unknown) i n s t a l l e d a multi-pane 
p i c t u r e window on the main e l e v a t i o n but, since i t i s obscured 
by the shadows under the porch, i t i s not r e a d i l y apparent and 
does not d e t r a c t from the house's t u r n - o f - t h e century character. 
Current owner/occupant i s C e c i l i a Neal. (AH, SU, WPS) 

5. C W.C Gamble House 
500 West North Main Street 
c. 1900; 1940 

L i t t l e i s known of the e a r l i e s t h i s t o r y of t h i s symmetrical 
two-story frame house. Local h i s t o r i a n s believe i t was b u i l t 
c. 1900, e i t h e r f o r Thomas Secrest, a surveyor, or f o r Ike 
Blythe, a l o c a l carpenter. W.C Gamble and h i s wife Emma Lee 
Niven Gamble remodeled the house i n the Colonial Revival s t y l e 
about 1940. A one-story, arched pedimented p o r t i c o c a r r i e d 
by Tuscan columns s h e l t e r s the main entrance which i s flanked 
by three-pane s i d e l i g h t s set above i n s e t panels. The f r o n t 
door features a s e m i - c i r c u l a r multi-pane window set above t a l l , 
t w i n r a i s e d panels. The house i s l i t by s i x - o v e r - s i x sash 
windows. I n con t r a s t w i t h the symmetrical main e l e v a t i o n , the 
rear e l e v a t i o n i s asymmetrically arranged w i t h a two-story rear 
e l l , a shed-roof a d d i t i o n and a hi p - r o o f (enclosed) rear porch. 
Current owner/occupant i s Anna Quackenbush. (SU, AH, WPS, O) 

6. C Waxhaw Presbyterian Church 
416 West North Main Street 
1929 

The Waxhaw Presbyterian Church was constructed i n 1929, 



HPS Form 10-8OCK CUB Acxro-tl No WJ'-OOlS 

l»-M| 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Sen/ice 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 7 Page 12 

Waxhaw H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Waxhaw, N.C. 

rep l a c i n g the o r i g i n a l 1888 church (destroyed). The land was 
donated to the congregation by the Seaboard Railway Company. 
The one-story b r i c ] ^ church, set on a t a l l , r a i s e d basement, 
displays a combination of c l a s s i c a l l y i n s p i r e d and Gothic Revival 
s t y l e f e a t u r e s . The main e l e v a t i o n i s dominated by a f u l l - w i d t h 
pedimented gable p o r t i c o supported by monumental cast concrete 
I o n i c columns. O r i g i n a l l y , the pediment was sheathed w i t h sawn 
shingles; these were replaced w i t h v i n y l "clapboards" i n the 
l a t e 1980s. The pediment r e t a i n s the o r i g i n a l louvered Palladian 
s t y l e v e n t i l a t o r . A center double-leaf main entrance w i t h a 
lancet arched t r a c e r y o v e r l i g h t i s set i n a lancet arched 
surround w i t h keystone and side blocks. Lancet arched windows 
w i t h t r a c e r y o v e r l i g h t s are set i n s i m i l a r surrounds and feat u r e 
concrete s i l l s . I o n i c p i l a s t e r s frame the three bays of the 
main e l e v a t i o n ; the bays on the side elevations are d i v i d e d 
by b r i c k p i e r s . The church i s crowned by a b e l f r y w i t h a 
b e l l c a s t roof and f i n i a l . (SU, AH) 

7. c Hugh Wilson Broome House 
7 a . C Storage shed 
400 West North Main Street 
both c. 1890 

This two-story frame Queen Anne s t y l e house was constructed 
c. 1890 by Hugh Wilson Broome (1866-1903) and h i s w i f e , A l i c e 
Belk Broome (1868-1953). From 1887 u n t i l h i s death, Broome 
operated a general store on Waxhaw's Main St. (# 18). The 
asymmetrical house i s characterized by a one-story, f u l l - f a c a d e 
porch w i t h turned posts, turned balustrade, and ornamental 
spindle f r i e z e . The porch facade i s sheathed w i t h beaded 
tongue-and-groove s i d i n g , i n co n t r a s t to the p l a i n weatherboards 
covering the house. The presence of a second s t o r y entrance 
i n d i c a t e s t h a t the house may once have had e i t h e r an open porch 
or a deck w i t h balustrade. The f r o n t and side gable ends are 
ornamented w i t h scalloped shingles and feat u r e wide cornices 
w i t h r e t u r n s , p l a i n f r i e z e boards, and diamond-shaped 
v e n t i l a t o r s . The c l i p p e d bay on the main e l e v a t i o n i s ornamented 
w i t h sawn brackets. Rear e l l s appear contemporary w i t h the 
main block; a rear porch i s sheathed i n h o r i z o n t a l 
tongue-and-groove s i d i n g and has turned b a l u s t e r s and chamfered 
posts w i t h brackets. Two-over-two windows are used throughout 
the house; the f i r s t s t o r y main e l e v a t i o n windows and the 
double-leaf main entrance contain an upper sash bordered w i t h 
square m u l t i - c o l o r e d panes. The doors also f e a t u r e diagonal 
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tongue-and-groove panels framed by narrow molding and bulls-eye 
corner bloclcs. The l a r g e l y unaltered i n t e r i o r f o l l o w s a center 
h a l l plan. Turned balusters and a robust newel post support 
the shaped h a n d r a i l of the open s t r i n g s t a i r c a s e . V e r t i c a l 
tongue-and-groove wainscot i s found on the f i r s t f l o o r . 

The Henry Stephenson f a m i l y owned and occupied the house 
i n the 1930s; Stephenson worked f o r the Niven-Price Co. I n 
the 1950s, the house was rented as two apartments (one u p s t a i r s 
and one downstairs). The house i s c u r r e n t l y owned and occupied 
by John Byrum, whose mother, Sara Lynn Byrum, operated Waxhaw's 
f i r s t antique shop. 

A small one-story frame g a b l e - f r o n t storage shed w i t h 
exposed r a f t e r ends i s located i n the rear yard. I t appears 
to be contemporary w i t h the house. (SU, N, AH, WPS) 

8. C Heath-Massey House 
8 a, b. both C garage and storage shed 
316 West North Main Street 
c. 1890 and c. 1910 

The o r i g i n a l p o r t i o n of t h i s one-and-one-half s t o r y frame 
house was constructed c. 1890 by A.W. Heath (1840-1906) and 
his w i f e , Nannie Crow Heath (1850-1902). Heath was one of 
Waxhaw's most prominent and prosperous business entrepreneurs, 
operating the A.W. Heath Company Store and M i l l (#s 30, 31, 
61) and c o n t r o l l i n g numerous acres of county farm and timber 
land. Following Heath's death the house passed t o h i s daughter, 
Maude and her husband, Charles Massey. Massey supervised the 
A.W. Heath Company and i n 1937 he served i n the North Carolina 
State Senate. The house remained i n the f a m i l y , occupied by 
Charles and Maude Massey's son, Henry, u n t i l 1982 when i t was 
sold out of the f a m i l y . 

About 1908, t h i s house became the f i r s t Waxhaw residence 
w i t h e l e c t r i c i t y ( o n - s i t e generator). The Masseys s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
a l t e r e d and enlarged the d w e l l i n g about 1910. The asymmetrically 
massed house consists of a truncated hip-roofed main block w i t h 
p r o j e c t i n g gabled wings on each e l e v a t i o n . The wood c r e s t i n g 
o u t l i n i n g the hipped roof and sawnwork brackets which decorate 
a side gable end suggest the o r i g i n a l l a t e V i c t o r i a n character 
of the house. The e x i s t i n g v/raparound porch, c a r r i e d by shaped 
b r i c k p i e r s w i t h Tuscan caps, was added by Charles Massey; 
r e p o r t e d l y the o r i g i n a l porch had turned posts s i m i l a r to the 
neighboring Hugh Wilson Broome House (#7). The curved p o r t i o n 
of the porch was l a t e r enclosed w i t h windows and multi-paned 
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transoms to create a sun porch. 
The l a r g e l y unaltered i n t e r i o r displays a center h a l l plan, 

v e r t i c a l tongue-and-groove wainscot i n the d i n i n g room and h a l l , 
and elaborate molding and ra i s e d panels on the l i v i n g and d i n i n g 
room mantels. There are f i v e f i r e p l a c e s on two chimneys i n 
the house; the d i n i n g room and l i b r a r y share one chimney and 
the other three share the second chimney. Two of the mantels 
appear t o date from the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century renovations; 
each has a bracketed mantel shelf and overmantel w i t h beveled 
m i r r o r and f l u t e d columns. 

Both the two-bay frame garage and storage shed i n the rear 
yard appear on the 1925 Sanborn map. The garage may have been 
the o r i g i n a l c a r r i a g e house probably b u i l t at the same time 
as the house. I t has the same o r i g i n a l cedar shakes under the 
replacement asphalt r o o f . Also, there i s a h i t c h i n g post i n 
f r o n t of i t . The cur r e n t owner/occupants of the house are David 
and V i v i a n Riegelman who operate an antiques shop on South Main 
St. (SU, AH, SM, O, N, WPS) 

9. C W.C Massey House 
300 West North Main Street 
1932 

This one-story brick-veneered Colonial Revival s t y l e 
residence, set i n a well-landscaped yard, was constructed i n 
1932 f o r W.C. Massey, a grandson of notable Waxhaw merchant 
A.W. Heath (#8). The plans were drawn by a r c h i t e c t J u l i a n Starr 
of Rock H i l l , S.C and revised by c o n t r a c t o r , J.C Gordon. 
The timber was cut from the Heath f a m i l y farms and brought to 
Waxhaw f o r processing. The house has witnessed l i t t l e e x t e r i o r 
or i n t e r i o r a l t e r a t i o n ; a sympathetically designed rear a d d i t i o n 
was b u i l t c. 1947. Colonial Revival m o t i f s are used throughout 
the residence. An engaged porch w i t h Tuscan columns spans the 
main e l e v a t i o n ; the c e n t r a l porch entry i s marked by a segmental 
arch w i t h ornamental keystones. The porch f r i e z e and c e i l i n g 
are sheathed w i t h tongue-and-groove boards. Semi-oval dormer 
v e n t i l a t o r s are set i n the gable ro o f . Pedimented gable ends 
are sheathed i n f l u s h boards and contain louvered P a l l a d i a n - s t y l e 
v e n t i l a t o r s . Six-over-six sash are used throughout the 
residence. Current owner/occupant: B i l l D. Morgan f a m i l y . 
(SU, 0, AH, WPS) 



NPS Form \0-900- . C U B A c t r o . . ! No 10J.-OOIJ 

( • -M) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Sen/ice 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Waxhaw H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Waxhaw, N.C 

Section number Page 

10. C W.R. McDonald Hotel 
224 West North Main St. 
1912 

This s u b s t a n t i a l two-story b r i c k C olonial Revival s t y l e 
b u i l d i n g was b u i l t by W.R. McDonald i n 1912. Constructed t o 
serve as a h o t e l , i t was the residence of many teachers who 
taught i n Waxhaw's p u b l i c school. W.R. McDonald and h i s brother 
Duncan (#3) were among Waxhaw's pioneer c i t i z e n s . The h o t e l 
remained i n operation u n t i l 1946. Waxhaw residents s t i l l r e c a l l 
the t r a d i t i o n of Sunday dinner i n the h o t e l d i n i n g room. The 
property has served as a s i n g l e - f a m i l y residence since the 
c l o s i n g of the h o t e l . 

The b u i l d i n g has a h i p roof w i t h a center a t t i c gable on 
the main e l e v a t i o n ; nine i n t e r i o r b r i c k chimneys w i t h decorative 
corbeled caps; a p l a i n f r i e z e below the eaves of the r o o f ; a 
f u l l - f a c a d e one-story porch w i t h d e n t i c u l a t e d cornice and Tuscan 
columns; and two-over-two sash windows w i t h s i l l s composed of 
a s i n g l e row of p r o j e c t i n g b r i c k headers and r e l i e v i n g arches 
atop the f i r s t s t o r y windows. The porch o r i g i n a l l y wrapped 
around the east side t o include the e x i s t i n g Queen Anne s t y l e 
c o n i c a l roof at the f r o n t corner; the porch f l o o r i n g was removed 
from under the c o n i c a l roof (date unknown) t o make i t a 
porte-cochere. The i n t e r i o r boasts notable ornamental woodwork, 
ornate mantels, pine f l o o r s , wide c e n t r a l h a l l s on both f l o o r s , 
and e i g h t second s t o r y bedrooms. Current owner/occupants: 
Rayo C Holston f a m i l y . (HG, AH, SU, WPS) 

11. C Niven-Price Mercantile Company 
216 West North Main Street 
1913-1914 

This t r i p a r t i t e b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g was constructed 
i n 1913-1914 f o r John Malcom Niven (1861-1933) and B.F. Price, 
owners of the Niven-Price Mercantile Company. Niven and Price 
had formed a p a r t n e r s h i p i n 1909 and i n i t i a l l y housed t h e i r 
store i n a frame s t r u c t u r e (no longer extant) which stood at 
the northwest corner of North Main Street and Providence Road. 
About a year l a t e r the business moved across the s t r e e t t o the 
Broome-Rodman B u i l d i n g (#18), where the store operated u n t i l 
completion of t h e i r new headquarters. 

The c e n t r a l , two-story bloc]<; of the Niven-Price B u i l d i n g 
i s f lanked by one-story u n i t s . Each section o r i g i n a l l y featured 
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a recessed c e n t r a l entrance framed by p l a t e glass windows 
surmounted by transoms. The center u n i t housed a dry goods 
store which was flanked by hardware and grocery stores. I n 1969 
the o r i g i n a l s t o r e f r o n t s were enclosed w i t h clapboards. However, 
much o r i g i n a l d e t a i l i n g survives, most notably the cast i r o n 
p i l a s t e r s and the handsome corbeled b r i c k cornices. The second 
stor y of the c e n t r a l block features four round-arched windows 
w i t h corbeled r e l i e v i n g arches and four-over-four sash. A l l 
three of the u n i t s now house Unico Business Forms, Inc. (AH, 
N, O, HG) 

12. NC Davis B u i l d i n g 
201 West North Main Street 
1953 

This one-story, d o u b l e - s t o r e f r o n t , b r i c k veneered commercial 
b u i l d i n g was constructed by the Davis Family i n 1953. I t i s 
located on the s i t e of an e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century frame b u i l d i n g 
which, f o r many years, housed Miss Maggie Davis' m i l l i n e r y shop. 
This b u i l d i n g has large angled p l a t e glass windows and a p a i r 
of recessed double-leaf wooden doors topped by t w o - l i g h t 
transoms. At present the b u i l d i n g i s leased by Unico Business 
Forms (#11) f o r storage. (O, SM) 

13. NC Commercial B u i l d i n g 
122 West North Main Street 
c. 1910; remodeled c. 1970 

This e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century one-story commercial b u i l d i n g 
has been considerably a l t e r e d by replacement windows and by 
f i l l i n g i n the o r i g i n a l s t o r e f r o n t w i t h modern, s t r i a t e d b r i c k s . 
I t r e t a i n s the o r i g i n a l simply corbeled name p l a t e and c o r b e l i n g 
which marks the b u i l d i n g ' s edges. I t i s thought the b u i l d i n g 
was o r i g i n a l l y constructed t o house a bank which apparently 
never operated. The 1925 Sanborn Map i n d i c a t e s t h a t a drugstore 
occupied the b u i l d i n g then w i t h a small o f f i c e a t the rear. 
Waxhaw Drugs was a long-time tenant. At present the b u i l d i n g 
i s used f o r storage by Unico Business Forms. (SM, AH, SU) 

14. C Weir B u i l d i n g 
120 West North Main Street 
c. 1900 
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This two-story t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g 
i s one of the best preserved, most i n t a c t examples of Waxhaw's 
commercial b u i l d i n g s . For many years i t housed the general 
merchandise Weir Store, perhaps the f i r s t tenant. I t l a t e r housed 
a general store operated by Luther Baker (#88). The b u i l d i n g 
i s p r e s e n t l y owned by the Masons and used as the f r a t e r n a l 
organization's lodge. The o r i g i n a l wood trimmed angled p l a t e 
glass d i s p l a y windows survive i n t a c t , as do the cast i r o n cornice 
above the s t o r e f r o n t , f our-over-four sash windows w i t h corbeled 
l a b e l moldings, and a decorative corbeled cornice at the second 
s t o r y . Star-shaped i r o n t i e rods are both decorative and 
f u n c t i o n a l . (AH, SU) 

15. C Wade Broome B u i l d i n g 
118 West North Main Street 
c. 1940 

This r a t h e r severe one-story, d o u b l e - s t o r e f r o n t b r i c k 
commercial b u i l d i n g was b u i l t c. 1940 and replaces an e a r l i e r 
b u i l d i n g which burned, according t o owner Wade Broome. Broome's 
barber shop has been located i n the eastern h a l f of the b u i l d i n g 
since 1948. An insurance company occupies the other s t o r e f r o n t . 
The b u i l d i n g has t e r r a c o t t a coping at the r o o f l i n e , recessed 
main entrances, and large angled d i s p l a y windows. (O, SM) 

16. C P l y l e r B u i l d i n g 
116 West North Main Street 
c. 1907 

This handsome, nearly i n t a c t one-and-one-half s t o r y b r i c k 
commercial b u i l d i n g displays a corbeled pendant cornice, b r i c k 
quoins, recessed main entrance marked by slender cast i r o n 
p i l a s t e r s ornamented w i t h bu l l e y e s , and single-pane d i s p l a y 
windows surmounted by b l i n d transoms. 

The b u i l d i n g i s associated w i t h Jonas Sanford Plyer who 
was born i n 1862 i n York County, South Carolina. He came t o 
Union County i n 1878 and became a Waxhaw re s i d e n t c. 1900 (#79). 
He "became a successful business man during the e a r l y decade 
of 1900 when V/axhaw was a t h r i v i n g town and the climate f o r 
i n d u s t r y and business was q u i t e f a v o r a b l e . " About 1906 he bought 
the Waxhaw telephone exchange, erected t h i s b u i l d i n g , and moved 
the exchange t o the upper f l o o r . He also operated an automobile 
garage i n a b u i l d i n g s l i g h t l y west, and at the rear, of t h i s 
b u i l d i n g . According t o l o c a l h i s t o r i a n s , P l y l e r operated a 
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Ford dealership i n the f i r s t s t o r y u n t i l c. 1919 when he b u i l t 
a much l a r g e r automobile sales show room one block east at North 
Main and Providence s t r e e t s ( t h a t b u i l d i n g burned i n 1931). 
Various physicians' o f f i c e s were located i n the P l y l e r B u i l d i n g 
from c. 1930-1950. Since the e a r l y 1980s, the b u i l d i n g has 
housed antiques dealers. (HG, WPS, SU, SM) 

17. C Water Tower 
Center of block bounded by N. Main, Church, McDonald and Broom 

s t r e e t s 
c. 1930? 

St e e l , 75,000 g a l l o n water tank. According t o the Town 
Clerk the tower has been here approximately 50-60 years; i t 
i s not i n d i c a t e d on the 1925 Sanborn Map. A 1941 a e r i a l photo 
of the town shows the tank. ( i n t e r v i e w w i t h Bonnie McManus, 
Waxhaw Town Clerk, DP) 

EAST NORTH MAIN STREET: 

18. C Broome-Rodman B u i l d i n g 
101-103 East North Main Street 
c. 1900; 1924 

The present appearance of t h i s s u b s t a n t i a l two-story t u r n -
of-the-century commercial b u i l d i n g dates from a 1924 remodeling, 
the r e s u l t of a f i r e which destroyed or s u b s t a n t i a l l y damaged 
a l l of the b u i l d i n g s i n the 100 block of East North Main St r e e t . 
During the remodeling, the height was reduced from a f u l l two 
s t o r i e s to a graduated height ranging from one-story at the 
rear t o two s t o r i e s at the main e l e v a t i o n , w i t h a stepped parapet 
r o o f l i n e on the side. F u l l - h e i g h t cast i r o n columns on b r i c k 
bases and corner b r i c k p i e r s support the parapet r o o f l i n e , 
ornamented by a simple corbeled cornice and concrete coping. 
Brick p i e r s d i v i d e the recessed facade i n t o s i x asymmetrical 
bays f i l l e d w i t h c l e a r and opaque glass windows. The b u i l d i n g 
was o r i g i n a l l y constructed f o r merchant Hugh Wilson Broome by 
con t r a c t o r s Jack, Ike and Tom Blythe. Broome sold general 
merchandise here under the name C. Broome & Sons u n t i l h i s death 
i n 1903; h i s brother, Cecil Broome, continued the business 
here u n t i l 1912 when the b u i l d i n g was leased f o r a short time 
by the Niven-Price Company while t h e i r new headquarters was 
being b u i l t (see #11). Sometime p r i o r t o 1918 the b u i l d i n g 
was bought by J.L. Rodman, prominent Waxhaw merchant. Rodman 
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also operated a general merchandise store here, as w e l l as the 
Roco (movie) Theatre i n the eastern h a l f of the b u i l d i n g . A 
h o t e l was located on the second f l o o r ( i r o n s t a i r s on the west 
side of the b u i l d i n g s u r v i v e ) . The h o t e l was operated f i r s t 
by a woman from C h a r l o t t e (name unknown) and l a t e r , by Mr. and 
Mrs. John L. Walkup. During the 1920s and 1930s, the second 
stor y h o t e l was operated by S a l l i e Stinson. She provided not 
only h o t e l accommodations, but a restau r a n t and a modest grocery 
there. The b u i l d i n g has housed Byrum Antiques and Sybil's 
(women's c l o t h i n g ) since the 1970s. (N, HG, SU) 

19. NC Commercial B u i l d i n g 
105-109 East North Main Street 
c. 1925; remodeled c. 1965 

The 1925 Sanborn Map i n d i c a t e s t h a t a one-story b r i c k 
d o u b l e - s t o r e f r o n t b u i l d i n g was here, housing a " s t o r e " at the 
west and "drugs" at the east. The present appearance of the 
b u i l d i n g dates from a c. 1965 remodeling when the main e l e v a t i o n 
was b r i c k veneered and received applied " c o l o n i a l " doorways, 
shutt e r s and a copper pent hoods above the replacement m u l t i -
pane d i s p l a y windows. At present the b u i l d i n g i s shared by 
an antiques s t o r e and the Waxhaw Woman's Club. (SM, WPS) 

20. NC Commercial B u i l d i n g 
111-113 East North Main Street 
1953 

This one-story d o u b l e - s t o r e f r o n t b r i c k b u i l d i n g was 
constructed i n 1953 by Dan S. Davis as an investment commercial 
property. ( I t stands on the s i t e of an e a r l i e r frame commercial 
b u i l d i n g . ) Duke Power Company rented the eastern h a l f of the 
b u i l d i n g f o r a number of years. At present, the b u i l d i n g houses 
a d r i e d f l o w e r s / c r a f t s shop at the west, and an antiques store 
a t the east. (O, WPS) 

21. NC Waxhaw Volunteer F i r e Department 
NW corner of East North Main and North Providence s t r e e t s 
1963 

One-story, b r i c k veneer, g a b l e - f r o n t Colonial Revival s t y l e 
b u i l d i n g (gable sheathed w i t h clapboards) which houses the o f f i c e 
and garage of the Waxhaw volunteer F i r e Department. U n t i l i t 
burned i n 1931, P l y l e r ' s Garage (see #16) was located here. 
(SM, HG) 
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22. C Railroad tracks and right-of-way 
e s t a b l i s h e d c. 1888 
Between Jackson and Providence s t r e e t s 
22 a. NC Well and Well house 
North side of rig h t - o f - w a y , near Broom Street 
1989 

1,750 f e e t of r a i l r o a d tracks l i n e d on e i t h e r side between 
Jackson and Providence s t r e e t s by f i f t y f o o t wide grassy banks. 
Owned and operated by the CSX Railroad Company. The w e l l , 
located on the nor t h side of right-of-way near Broom S t r e e t , 
was o r i g i n a l l y dug c. 1900 t o serve the t r a i n s and crews. A 
r e p l i c a of the o r i g i n a l w e l l house, w i t h pyramidal roof covered 
w i t h rough-sawn shakes supported by p l a i n posts, was constructed 
i n 1989 to commemorate the Town of Waxhaw Centennial. The 
s t r u c t u r e was copied from an e a r l y 1900s documentary photograph. 
(DP, i n t e r v i e w w i t h Waxhaw Town Clerk, Bonnie McManus, HG) 

23. C Providence Street Pedestrian Bridge 
Spans RR tracks between North and South Main s t r e e t s at 
Providence Street 
c. 1900 

CSX Railroad Company owns and maintains t h i s r u s t i c t r u s s 
bridge constructed of large wooden timbers. D e t e r i o r a t e d timbers 
have been replaced over the years, but bridge r e t a i n s i t s 
o r i g i n a l form, according t o documentary photographs. The narrow 
bridge served automobile t r a f f i c u n t i l c. 1940 when i t was 
designated f o r pedestrian use only. (DP, WPS, i n t e r v i e w w i t h 
Waxhaw Town Clerk, Bonnie McManus, HG) 

WEST SOUTH MAIN STREET: 

24. C Starnes-Steele House 
609 West South Main Street 
c. 1890 

According t o l o c a l t r a d i t i o n , t h i s l a r g e l y unaltered l a t e 
nineteenth century one-story, three-bay wide, s i n g l e - p i l e frame 
house w i t h T r i p l e - A r o o f l i n e was constructed by J. Harvey Starnes 
and i s believed t o be one of the olde s t s u r v i v i n g residences 
i n Waxhaw. A crossetted and splayed molding frames the main 
entrance, which i s flanked by two-pane s i d e l i g h t s set above 
decorative i n s e t panels and surmounted by a bracketed, t h r e e -
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l i g h t transom. A hip-roofed porch w i t h p l a i n replacement wood 
posts s h e l t e r s the entrance and f l a n k i n g windows. There are 
p r o j e c t i n g polygonal bays on the side elevations w i t h molded 
rectangular panels set above and below the one-over-one sash. 
A l l three gables have molded cornices w i t h r e t u r n s and are 
ornamented w i t h r a d i a t i n g sunburst p a t t e r n woodwork. O r i g i n a l l y 
probably sheathed w i t h p l a i n weatherboards, the house i s now 
covered w i t h German s i d i n g . Except f o r the p r o j e c t i n g bays, 
windows elsewhere are s i x - o v e r - s i x sash set i n pedimented 
surrounds. A side porch along the east e l l was enclosed c. 
1947; shed roof rear a d d i t i o n b u i l t c. 1977. 

With the exception of the k i t c h e n , which i s sheathed i n 
h o r i z o n t a l tongue-and-groove boards, the i n t e r i o r i s e n c i r c l e d 
by diagonal beaded wainscot topped by a chair r a i l . Four-panel 
doors are found throughout the i n t e r i o r . The house was purchased 
by James Thomas Steele (1872-1950) i n 1917 and remains i n the 
Steele f a m i l y . Current owner/occupant: Margaret Steele, 
Postmistress of Waxhaw. (AH, O, SU, WPS) 

25. C Keziah-Ledford House 
605 West South Main Street 
c. 1905 

This one-story, three-bay wide, double-pile frame house 
has a moderately high h i p roof broken by two i n t e r i o r b r i c k 
chimneys and a gabled dormer on the main e l e v a t i o n . A shed-
roof porch, w i t h replacement wrought i r o n posts and a concrete 
f l o o r , extends nearly the f u l l width of the main e l e v a t i o n . 
The house also displays beaded corner boards, and s i x - o v e r - s i x 
windows, some of which are replacements. Nothing i s known of 
the e a r l y h i s t o r y of the house. The current owner, John W. 
Ledford, purchased the house from a Mrs. Bland Keziah i n the 
l a t e 1950s. He remodeled the i n t e r i o r , r e p l a c i n g the o r i g i n a l 
beaded board walls w i t h sheetrock, and b u i l t a small shed-roof 
side wing. Mrs. Keziah was responsible f o r the porch 
a l t e r a t i o n s . (O, WPS) 

26. C Neely-Hudson House 
601 West South Main Street 
c. 1895 

L i t t l e i s known about the e a r l i e s t h i s t o r y of t h i s one-
sto r y l a t e nineteenth century frame house. I t was occupied 
by the Pink Neely f a m i l y e a r l y i n the t w e n t i e t h century. I t s 
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ornamentation i s s i m i l a r to the nearby Starnes-Steele House 
(#24), suggesting they may have been constructed by the same 
b u i l d e r . They share the same r a d i a t i n g sunburst p a t t e r n woodwork 
and ornamental sawn v e n t i l a t o r covers i n t h e i r gable ends. 
The Neely-Hudson House i s L-shaped w i t h two f r o n t - f a c i n g gables, 
one at the p r o j e c t i n g wing marked by c l i p p e d ends ornamented 
w i t h f a n c i f u l sawn brackets. Chamfered posts support the h i p 
roof porch. The main entrance i s t y p i c a l of other contemporary 
Waxhaw houses. I t has two-pane s i d e l i g h t s set above diagonal 
tongue-and-groove i n s e t panels, a transom, and splayed and 
crossetted surround; the o r i g i n a l Queen Anne s t y l e door w i t h 
small panes of m u l t i - c o l o r glass surrounding a s i n g l e pane 
survives. Rear e l l s appear o r i g i n a l ; a hip roof rear a d d i t i o n 
may have been a porch o r i g i n a l l y . 

During the 1940s the house was occupied by the Jack Hudson 
f a m i l y . I n the 1960s the house was owned by Joseph Belk, 
youngest son of Ralph J. Belk. The elder Belk was the manager 
of the Waxhaw Belk Store (#s 39, 84). I t remained i n the Belk 
f a m i l y u n t i l 1968 and then was used as r e n t a l property u n t i l 
the mid-1980s when i t was purchased by the c u r r e n t occupants, 
the Jim Howie f a m i l y . They have c a r e f u l l y preserved t h i s 
charming house. (AH, SU, WPS) 

27. NC Esposito House 
515 West South Main Street 
1950 

This modest one-story frame house (covered w i t h the o r i g i n a l 
asbestos shingles) w i t h f r o n t f a c i n g gable and engaged f r o n t 
porch was constructed i n 1950 f o r Sal and Martha Esposito. 
I t s i t s on what was o r i g i n a l l y p a r t of the large l o t f o r the 
McCain-Coffee-Eargle House (#28); a p o r t i o n of the orchard and 
a cow barn were here o r i g i n a l l y . The Espositos enlarged the 
o r i g i n a l f r o n t stoop, c r e a t i n g the present porch, added another 
bathroom and removed an i n t e r i o r w a l l when they remodeled the 
k i t c h e n . (O) 

28. C McCain-Coffee-Eargle House 
28 a. C Smokehouse 
501 West South Main Street 
c. 1890; remodeled c. 1933 

Nothing i s known about the o r i g i n a l occupants of t h i s l a t e 
nineteenth century two-story, g a b l e - f r o n t frame house w i t h a 
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steeply p itched roof and elongated diamond-shaped v e n t i l a t o r 
i n the f r o n t gable. The f i r s t documented owner i s I r v i n g McCain, 
a carpenter, who occupied the house at the t u r n of t h i s century. 
The W i l l Hood f a m i l y occupied the house i n the 1920s; Mrs. L i l l i e 
Hood was a noted l o c a l seamstress. As o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t , the 
main block was two s t o r i e s , two-bays wide and two rooms deep. 
A t w o - t i e r porch w i t h chamfered posts, sawnwork balustrade, 
and sawn cornice t r i m on the main and upper l e v e l s s h e l t e r e d 
the main e l e v a t i o n . The i n t e r i o r boasted a side h a l l plan, 
one of the rare examples of t h i s plan i n Union County. 

About 1933, the house was purchased by Dr. L. H. Coffee 
(1875-1944), a Waxhaw physician. Dr. Coffee s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
enlarged the o r i g i n a l house, adding a double-pile e l l on the 
west e l e v a t i o n . He replaced the o r i g i n a l porch w i t h the present 
one-story, g a b l e - f r o n t porch v/ith tapered wood p i e r s and p l a i n 
sawtooth shingles i n the gable. The Coffee f a m i l y r e t a i n e d 
ownership u n t i l 1948, when Ruth Eargle purchased the house. 
The Eargles added a two-story garage and a one-story west e l l 
which connects the main block and garage. 

The i n t e r i o r i s r e l a t i v e l y u n altered. The two f i n e s t 
mantels, one of which was moved from the second s t o r y t o a f i r s t 
s t o r y room, d i s p l a y symmetrically molded f r i e z e s and surrounds 
w i t h b u l l s eye corner blocks. Turned posts and a turned 
balustrade support the shaped h a n d r a i l of the open s t r i n g 
s t a i r c a s e . The former main entrance door, w i t h a Queen Anne 
s t y l e multi-pane window, i s now used as an i n t e r i o r door. A 
b r i c k smokehouse, which stands i n the rear yard, contained a 
g i f t shop f o r a time, but i s now used as a guest house. (DP, 
O, N, SU, WPS) 

29. NC Cockinos B u i l d i n g 
111-113 West South Main Street 
1988 

This one-story, d o u b l e - s t o r e f r o n t b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g , 
constructed i n 1988, i s an e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y well-designed, 
sympathetic a d d i t i o n t o the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century streetscape. 
The b u i l d i n g was designed by James Hemphill, J r . , p r i n c i p a l 
i n Hemphill Associates, a C h a r l o t t e , NC a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m 
founded i n 1916 by James Hemphill, Sr. According to James 
Hemphill, J r . , the f i r m ' s main focus today i s modern commercial 
a r c h i t e c t u r e , but they have always maintained a strong i n t e r e s t " 
i n h i s t o r i c a r c h i t e c t u r e and have designed adaptive reuse 
p r o j e c t s , as w e l l as h i s t o r i c reproductions. I n designing t h i s 
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b u i l d i n g , Hemphill " t r i e d to f i t i t i n w i t h the o l d b u i l d i n g s 
already on the s t r e e t , " by "s i m u l a t i n g the cast i r o n columns 
which adorn the o l d b u i l d i n g s and t r y i n g t o blend the b r i c k 
shades." The b u i l d i n g , constructed f o r C h a r l o t t e businessman 
Frank Cockinos, i s constructed of brown/beige b r i c k w i t h a brown 
mortar which blends w e l l w i t h the more orange tones of the 
neighboring b u i l d i n g ' s b r i c k . The Cockinos B u i l d i n g displays 
simple crenelated b r i c k c o r b e l i n g at the eave, which extends 
around the b u i l d i n g t o include the small o f f i c e wing at the 
rear ( f a c i n g Church S t r e e t ) ; two recessed entrances w i t h glass 
and wood double-leaf doors framed by transoms and s i d e l i g h t s ; 
carved wooden p i l a s t e r s s i m i l a r t o the cast i r o n p i l a s t e r s on 
the neighboring Heath Stores (#30, 31); and large s i x t e e n - l i g h t 
d i s p l a y windows topped by b l i n d transoms. The Main Street stores 
are occupied at present by an antiques shop and a yarn shop; 
the o f f i c e a t the rear houses a novelty d i s t r i b u t o r . (O, 
i n t e r v i e w w i t h James C. Hemphill, J r . 3/19/91) 

30. C A.W. Heath Stores I I 
105-109 West South Main Street 
1903 

I n order t o provide space f o r h i s growing mercantile trade 
(see #31), A.W. Heath constructed t h i s adjacent one-story 
commercial block c. 1903. This b u i l d i n g was d i v i d e d i n t o four 
i d e n t i c a l s t o r e f r o n t s , a l l p a r t of the A.W. Heath Company. 
The o r i g i n a l signage, painted on recessed b r i c k panels above 
each e n t r y , r e c a l l s the o r i g i n a l f u n c t i o n of each u n i t : 
"Groceries, Hardware, F u r n i t u r e , and Wagons & Buggies." The 
yellow/orange b r i c k contrasts w i t h the deep red of the adjacent 
two-story b u i l d i n g . Recessed e n t r i e s are flanked by p l a t e glass 
d i s p l a y windows framed by cast i r o n p i l a s t e r s . Patterned 
brickwork d i s t i n g u i s h e s each i n d i v i d u a l store u n i t ; three of 
the o r i g i n a l s t o r e f r o n t s remain unaltered. Their rear 
e l e v a t i o n s f e a t u r e s i x - o v e r - s i x sash windows w i t h f l u s h r e l i e v i n g 
arches and p r o j e c t i n g b r i c k s i l l s . 

A f t e r Heath's death, the f i r m remained i n operation under 
the supervision of h i s son-in-law, Charles Massey, and grandsons, 
W i l l i a m , Henry and O l i n Massey. The company ceased operations 
i n 1966. At present, the Waxhaw Antique Mart occupies the 
two-story b u i l d i n g (# 31) and one u n i t of t h i s a d j o i n i n g 
one-story b u i l d i n g . Other businesses located i n the one-story 
block include Newco Hardware (a hardware store has been located 
here since 1911), Waxhaw Bible Church, and Riegelman Antiques. 
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31. C A.W. Heath Store I 
101 West South Main Street 
c. 1898 

The A.W. Heath Stores I and I I (#s 30 and 31) occupy most 
of the 100 block of West South Main s t r e e t and form one of the 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y and h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t commercial complexes 
i n Union County. From 1903 to 1966, the A.W. Heath Company 
operated one of Waxhaw's most successful mercantile enterprises 
i n t h i s complex. This (main) two-story, red b r i c k b u i l d i n g 
was constructed about 1898 by McCain-King Mercantile t o house 
a general s t o r e . I n 1903 t h i s f i r m merged w i t h the Morrow Heath 
Company and Massey Brothers to become the A.W. Heath Company. 
A.W. Heath (1840-1906), one of the most prosperous merchants 
i n the Waxhaw area, became the leading force i n the company's 
operation. Claiming "we handle everything from a pinhook to 
a g a t l i n g gun," the A.W. Heath Company operated a general goods 
store on the f i r s t s t o r y , while the upper f l o o r was used f o r 
o f f i c e space and storage; Waxhaw's f i r s t telephone exchange 
was located on the second f l o o r . 

The main e l e v a t i o n of t h i s Romanesque Revival s t y l e b u i l d i n g 
features a recessed, round arched, c e n t r a l e n t r y . Plate glass 
d i s p l a y windows f l a n k i n g the entrance are framed by cast i r o n 
p i l a s t e r s and a cornice. The round arched second s t o r y windows 
are s l i g h t l y recessed, symmetrically arranged, and h i g h l i g h t e d 
by a continuous arched l i n t e l . Side and rear e l e v a t i o n s also 
d i s p l a y symmetrically arranged windows and corbeled parapet 
w a l l s . A corbeled cornice and parapet r o o f l i n e crown the 
b u i l d i n g . A cast i r o n pediment and f r o n t cornice were removed 
about 1910. (AH, N, DP, SU, O, HG) 

EAST SOUTH MAIN STREET: 

32. and 
100-102 
c. 1931 

33. Both C Commercial Buildings 
East South Main Street 

This p a i r of i d e n t i c a l one-story b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g s 
was constructed c. 1931 on the former s i t e of the McCain Li v e r y 
Company Stable which was destroyed i n a 1931 f i r e . Central 
recessed entrances w i t h double doors are flanked by p l a t e glass 
d i s p l a y windows. The s t o r e f r o n t s are surmounted by multi-pane 
transoms. Narrow corbeled bands define the spaces f o r business 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n signs. The b u i l d i n g s are topped by corbeled 
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cornices; p a r t i a l p i l a s t e r s w i t h corbeled d r i p ends mark the 
ends of b u i l d i n g s and d i v i d e the two s t o r e f r o n t s . Presently, 
the b u i l d i n g s house an antiques shop and an a r t g a l l e r y . (O, 
SM, SU, AH) 

34. and 35. Both C Commercial Buildings 
104-108 East South Main Street 
1906 and c. 1906 

A p a i r of very s i m i l a r two-story commercial b u i l d i n g s w i t h 
a l t e r e d s t o r e f r o n t s , but l a r g e l y i n t a c t second s t o r i e s . Both 
b u i l d i n g s f e a t u r e four round-arched windows w i t h b r i c k , arched 
surrounds, continuous p r o j e c t i n g b r i c k l i n t e l s , and b r i c k s i l l s . 
O r i g i n a l two-over-two sash survives on the western b u i l d i n g 
(#34), w i t h twelve-over-twelve sash on the eastern b u i l d i n g 
(#35). Both b u i l d i n g s d i s p l a y elaborate corbeled cornices, 
recessed b r i c k panels, and p a r t i a l p i l a s t e r s w i t h corbeled d r i p 
ends marking the edges of the b u i l d i n g s . 

The b u i l d i n g at 108 East South Main (#35) was constructed 
i n 1906 and served as the headquarters of the Waxhaw Bank and 
Trust Company. J.L. Rodman, noted Waxhaw merchant, served as 
the bank's president from 1906 u n t i l 1918. Charles S. Massey 
was bank president from 1918 t o 1943 and was succeeded by h i s 
son W.C. Massey, who served u n t i l the bank was acquired by the 
American Bank and Trust Company i n 1958. American Bank Co. 
renovated the f i r s t s t o r y to give i t a " c o l o n i a l " appearance; 
the o r i g i n a l d i s p l a y windows were replaced w i t h multi-pane 
windows, a new broken pediment entrance was a p p l i e d , new b r i c k 
veneer was a p p l i e d . The twelve-over-twelve sash windows on 
the second s t o r y date from t h i s p e r i o d . United Carolina Bank 
acquired the American Bank Company i n 1969 and operated here 
u n t i l 1975. At present, an antiques store i s located here. 

The b u i l d i n g at 104-106 East South Main St. (#34) i s 
believed t o have been constructed c. 1906 by J.W. McCain; f o r 
many years i t housed the Waxhaw Post O f f i c e . The b u i l d i n g has 
served a v a r i e t y of commercial tenants over the years. At 
present, the o f f i c e s of a r e a l estate company and a c o n t r a c t i n g 
company are located here. (SM, N, 0, AH, SU, DP) 

36. and 37. Both C (former) Farmer's Ginning & Trading Company 
110-112 East South Main Street 
c. 1915 

A popular l o c a l r e s t a u r a n t , The Bridge and R a i l , occupies 
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t h i s p a i r of b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g s ( i n t e r i o r w a l l removed 
to create one large space), which o r i g i n a l l y held the Farmer's 
Ginning and Trading Company from 1919 u n t i l 1973. The Trading 
Company occupied the b u i l d i n g a t 112 East South Main and an 
associated r e s t a u r a n t occupied 110 East South Main. Farmer's 
Ginning and Trading Company was a stock-owned company supported 
by the farmers of the community; f o r most of i t s existence, 
i t was d i r e c t e d by Maxwell McCain. McCain s t a r t e d work here 
i n 1926 as a c l e r k and bookkeeper. I n 1932 he was elected 
Manager and Treasurer and served i n t h a t capacity u n t i l h i s 
retirement i n 1973. The business operated as a general store 
c a r r y i n g g r o c e r i e s , hardware, feed and f e r t i l i z e r and produce 
during the summer months. 

Local c o n t r a c t o r James C. Gordon i s thought t o have been 
responsible f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of both b u i l d i n g s . The handsome, 
l a r g e l y i n t a c t one-story b r i c k b u i l d i n g s are q u i t e s i m i l a r , 
w i t h the main d i f f e r e n c e being the s l i g h t l y more elaborate 
c o r b e l i n g on the western h a l f . Both d i s p l a y corbeled b r i c k 
cornices and d r i p ends marking the b u i l d i n g ' s d i v i s i o n . Brick 
c o r b e l i n g i s also used t o simulate quoins on 112 East South 
Main S t r e e t . Both r e t a i n the o r i g i n a l recessed entrances and 
di s p l a y windows; bracketed cast i r o n p i e r s f l a n k the entry of 
112 East South Main. (DP, SM, HG, AH, O, N, SU) 

38. C Commercial B u i l d i n g 
114-118 East South Main Street 
c. 1940 

This t r i p a r t i t e , one-story red b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g 
i s set back from the sidewalk, a clue t o i t s o r i g i n a l use as 
a bus s t a t i o n and gas s t a t i o n . According t o the owner, Neely 
Shannon, Carolina Trailways Bus Company, was the o r i g i n a l tenant 
c. 1940. Sometime soon a f t e r World War I I a gas s t a t i o n and 
car wash occupied the b u i l d i n g and the western bay was f i l l e d 
i n ( o r i g i n a l l y the grease p i t of the gas s t a t i o n ) t o match the 
other two bays, and used f o r a r e t a i l shop. The three bays 
of the b u i l d i n g are marked by stocky p i e r s w i t h recessed narrow 
v e r t i c a l panels; the p i e r s are topped by peaked concrete caps. 
Three small antiques shops occupy the b u i l d i n g at present. 
(O, WPS) 

39. C R.J, Belk Company Store 
200 East South Main Street 
c. 1894 
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This handsomely restored two-story b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g 
was the second l o c a t i o n of the R.J. Belk Store i n VJaxhaw. 
Following the successful establishment of the Belk Store i n 
the county seat of Monroe i n 1888, branch stores were opened 
i n C h a r l o t t e and Waxhaw. Local t r a d i t i o n maintains t h a t the 
f i r s t Waxhaw store was located i n a frame s t r u c t u r e (no longer 
extant) near the i n t e r s e c t i o n of South Main and South Broom 
s t r e e t s . This s t o r e , l i k e i t s Monroe counterpart, was o r i g i n a l l y 
named the "New York Racket." I t was operated by Ralph Belk, 
a counsin of Belk founder W i l l i a m Henry Belk. Today the Belk 
Stores form the l a r g e s t department store chain i n North Carolina. 

This two-story b r i c k b u i l d i n g w i t h parapet r o o f l i n e dates 
from about 1894. The f i r s t s tory's p l a t e glass d i s p l a y windows 
f l a n k a recessed, double-leaf main entrance. A metal cornice 
w i t h elaborate bracketed ends tops the s t o r e f r o n t . The second 
s t o r y i s h i g h l i g h t e d by a qu a r t e t of four-ov e r - f o u r sash windows 
w i t h f a n l i g h t s , r e l i e v i n g arches, and a continuous arched l i n t e l . 
A corbeled cornice extends across the main e l e v a t i o n . 
Symmetrically arranged windows the the west side and rear 
e l e v a t i o n s have f l u s h b r i c k r e l i e v i n g arches and p r o j e c t i n g 
b r i c k s i l l s . 

The Belk Store operated here u n t i l 1936; a number of 
commercial tenants f o l l o w e d , i n c l u d i n g a bowling a l l e y , 
greenhouse, and drug s t o r e . Badly i n need of r e p a i r , the 
b u i l d i n g was donated t o the Waxhaw Woman's Club i n 1971. A 
thorough s t a b i l i z a t i o n e f f o r t , which included r e b u i l d i n g the 
rear w a l l was undertaken i n 1974. The Woman's Club uses the 
b u i l d i n g as a center f o r community a c t i v i t i e s . (AH, SU, N, 
HG, WPS) 

40. C Supervisor's House 
40 a. and b. Both C Garage and storage shed 
310 East South Main Street 
c. 1899; c. 1920 

This spacious, one-story frame house was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t 
to house the supervisor of the Rodman-Heath Cotton M i l l , located 
d i r e c t l y across the s t r e e t . The m i l l was esta b l i s h e d c. 1899 
by John Lafayette Rodman and E.J. Heath. From i t s opening u n t i l 
i t closed i n 1946, the m i l l was Waxhaw's l a r g e s t employer. The 
1925 Sanborn Map shows the Rodman-Heath complex w i t h the main 
m i l l , a co t t o n g i n , a cotton v^7arehouse, a supervisor's house, 
and several p a r a l l e l s t r e e t s of m i l l houses. Except f o r a couple 
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of s u r v i v i n g m i l l houses and the considerably a l t e r e d m i l l which 
now houses A l i s a K n i t t i n g M i l l s , the m i l l v i l l a g e has been 
demolished. 

The Supervisor's House i s a t r a d i t i o n a l one-story frame 
house w i t h T r i p l e - A r o o f l i n e , and hi p - r o o f wraparound porch 
c a r r i e d by replacement f l u t e d columns. O r i g i n a l l y , the house 
had a gabled rear e l l ; sometime before 1925 a gambrel-roof rear 
wing w i t h a h i p - r o o f porch replaced the o r i g i n a l e l l . The main 
block of the house i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d by decorative 
I t a l i a n a t e - s t y l e brackets i n the gable ends and under the wide 
eaves. The gables also have boxed cornices w i t h r e t u r n s . A 
large e x t e r i o r b r i c k chimney i s located on the rear wing. The 
main entrance i s flanked by single-pane s i d e l i g h t s set above 
molded panels. On e i t h e r side of the main entrance are large 
single-pane windows w i t h leaded glass transoms. The house i s 
set on a spacious l o t w i t h mature shade t r e e s . The 1925 Sanborn 
Map i n d i c a t e s t h a t a small garage and storage shed were located 
i n the rear yard. These o u t b u i l d i n g s survive, now connected 
w i t h a covered walkway and augmented w i t h an attached c a r p o r t . 
(SM, AH, SU) 

41. C Howie-McCall House 
400 East South Main Street 
c. 1910 

Spacious one-and-one-half s t o r y frame house w i t h t w i n 
f r o n t - f a c i n g gables d i v i d e d by a l a t e r shed roof dormer, and 
large h i p roof wraparound porch w i t h p r o j e c t i n g pedimented entry 
bay and s o l i d balustrade. House has an i n t e r i o r b r i c k chimney, 
a bay window on the north (side) e l e v a t i o n , one-over-one sash 
windows, main entrance composed of a s i n g l e pane set above molded 
panels, and an enclosed shed-roof rear porch. 

Wi l l i a m and M i t t i e Howie occupied the house i n the e a r l y 
1900s. Mr. Howie was a r e t i r e d farmer from Mineral Springs 
( i n Union County). Later, the house was occupied by a Mr. Plyer 
who, w i t h h i s brother, operated a car dealership i n Waxhaw. 
During the 1950s, J.W. and Mable Robinson McCall owned and 
occupied the house u n t i l t h e i r deaths i n 1966 and 1969, 
r e s p e c t i v e l y . Mr. McCall was the p r i n c i p a l of Waxhaw High 
School. I n recent years Gene and Catherine Adams d i d major 
e x t e r i o r r e s t o r a t i o n ; the curr e n t owners, the James Bishop 
f a m i l y , have t a s t e f u l l y renovated the i n t e r i o r . (WPS) 
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42. C Luther Ernest Brown House 
408 East South Main Street 
c. 1900 

This one-story frame house w i t h a moderately high hip 
roof may have been constructed by Luther Ernest Brown (1879-1926) 
about the time of h i s 1904 marriage t o Onie Lee Rodman 
(1844-1965), daughter of prominent Waxhaw merchant J.L. Rodman. 
The name Brown i s i n s c r i b e d i n the cement walkway leading t o 
the house. Brown was employed by the J.L. Rodman Company and 
resided i n t h i s house u n t i l c. 1915, when he moved t o South 
Carolina to supervise a branch of the Rodman Company. Edwin 
Niven who worked f o r the Niven-Price Co., and M.L. Braswell, 
President of Waxhaw Bank & Trust Co. were l a t e r occupants of 
t h i s house. 

The house, t y p i c a l of t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y residences i n 
Waxhaw i n i t s popular basic form, e x h i b i t s some bungalow and 
Neo-classical i n f l u e n c e s . A low hip roof porch extends across 
the f u l l width of the main e l e v a t i o n and terminates i n a 
pedimented porte-cochere at the east. The porch entry i s marked 
by a s l i g h t , p r o j e c t i n g curve i n the f r i e z e . Tapered wood p i e r s 
on b r i c k p l i n t h s c a r r y the porch r o o f . Cornerboards on the 
main block and two o r i g i n a l gabled rear e l l s r i s e t o a p l a i n 
f r i e z e board. P l a i n surrounds frame the one-over-one sash 
windows. 

On the i n t e r i o r , the f r o n t p o r t i o n of the house has a two-
room plan; a center h a l l d i v i d e s the remainder of the house. 
The most notable of the house's mantels features Tuscan columns, 
bracketed mantel and overmantel s h e l f , and an i n s e t oval 
overmantel m i r r o r . Current owner/occupant: the B i l l y Shaver 
f a m i l y . (AH, SU, 0, WPS) 

43. NC House 
416 East South Main Street 
c. 1955 

Small, one-story, three-bay wide, double-pile frame cottage 
w i t h a screened side porch; low-pitched gabled r o o f ; gabled 
entry stoop; and small, p a r t i a l l y enclosed rear porch. 

44. C J.L. Rodman, J r . House 
500 East South Main Street 
c. 1910 
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This one-story, L-shaped frame cottage was probably 
constructed i n the f i r s t decade of the t w e n t i e t h century by 
T.R. Nisbet f o r J.L. Rodman J r . who l i v e d here i n t o the 1920s. 
The house has a hi p roof wraparound porch w i t h replacement 
r a i l i n g s ; the porch face i s sheathed w i t h German s i d i n g . The 
handsome main entrance i s framed by s i d e l i g h t s , sawnwork brackets 
and decorative i n s e t panels. V e n t i l a t o r s i n the f r o n t f a c i n g 
and side gables are covered w i t h decorative pierced wooden 
covers. The present owner, Brian Tenny, i s c u r r e n t l y renovating 
the house. (0, AH, SU, WPS) 

45. C George Tyson, J r . House 
516 East South Main Street 
1940 

One-story frame house designed and constructed by George 
Sibley Tyson (#47) f o r h i s son, George S. Tyson, J r . and h i s 
br i d e E u l a l i a i n 1940. The house has a c l i p p e d gable roof and 
a c l i p p e d gable centered on the main e l e v a t i o n , a design element 
reminiscent of e a r l i e r houses w i t h Triple-A r o o f l i n e s . 
The house has paired windows and i s covered w i t h 
replacement v i n y l s i d i n g . Situated on a large l o t , the house 
i s surrounded by extensive landscaped gardens designed by 
landscape a r c h i t e c t , P h y l l i s Herring. Plant materials include 
various bulbs, h o l l i e s , nandinas, i v y , and seasonal annuals. 
Serpentine b r i c k paths lead t o b r i c k p a t i os and a gazebo. (O) 

OLD PROVIDENCE ROAD: 

46. C Martha Tyson Richards House 
600 Old Providence Road 
c. 1895 

One-and-one-half s t o r y frame house w i t h high hip r o o f ; 
t a l l , stuccoed b r i c k i n t e r i o r chimney; unusually t a l l gabled 
dormer; p r o j e c t i n g gabled wing on the main e l e v a t i o n ; attached 
h i p - r o o f porch c a r r i e d by turned posts; porch face sheathed 
w i t h molded s i d i n g ; and main entrance composed of a door 
w i t h a s i n g l e pane of glass above molded panels and two-pane 
s i d e l i g h t s . I t i s thought John McCain, saw m i l l operator, l i v e d 
i n the house e a r l y i n t h i s century. The house has been an 
investment r e n t a l property f o r most of i t s existence and seen 
a succession of tenants. Martha Tyson Richards has owned i t 
f o r the l a s t 25 years; an antiques shop has been here f o r about 
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15 years. (0) 

47. C George Sibley Tyson House 
604 o l d Providence Road 
1909 

Waxhaw merchant George Sibley Tyson constructed t h i s 
s u b s t a n t i a l one-and-one-half s t o r y , double-pile house i n 1909. 
The frame house displays a high h i p r o o f ; wraparound porch V7ith 
turned balustrade and turned posts; main entrance flanked by 
t h r e e - l i g h t s i d e l i g h t s set above i n s e t panels; and large center 
gable ornamented by a sawn and spindle bargeboard. The center 
gable o r i g i n a l l y held a recessed upper porch w i t h turned 
balusters and ornamental gable bracing; the porch i s now 
enclosed. Paired i n t e r i o r b r i c k chimneys w i t h corbeled caps 
pierce the r o o f . The house remains i n the f a m i l y and i s 
pres e n t l y occupied by Mary Bell e A u s t i n , a daughter of the 
b u i l d e r , and her son, Wi l l i a m T. Austin. (DP, SU, O, HG) 

48. C Second George Sibley Tyson Store 
608 Old Providence Road 
1916 and c. 1927 

One-story b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g constructed i n two 
stages; the western h a l f of the b u i l d i n g was b u i l t i n 1916, 
and the nearly i d e n t i c a l eastern h a l f was added c. 1927. Both 
sections d i s p l a y large angled d i s p l a y windows topped by 
multi-pane transoms, recessed double-leaf entrances and a 
modestly corbeled cornice which extends the width of both 
b u i l d i n g s . Each s t r u c t u r e has a stepped parapet r o o f l i n e on 
the side e l e v a t i o n s . The rear and side e l e v a t i o n s are broken 
by s i x - o v e r - s i x windows set i n segmental arches. The c e i l i n g 
of the e a r l i e r b u i l d i n g i s covered i n pressed t i n , while the 
c e i l i n g of the 1927 p o r t i o n i s sheathed w i t h tongue-and-groove 
boards. A painted sign a d v e r t i s i n g "Ballard's Obelisk Flour" 
f i l l s the west e l e v a t i o n and r e c a l l s the s t r u c t u r e ' s o r i g i n a l 
use as a general merchandise store which o f f e r e d dry goods, 
gr o c e r i e s , seed, feed, coal and f u r n i t u r e . The Tyson Store 
remained i n business u n t i l the mid-1960s, and was operated, 
a f t e r George Sibley Tyson's death i n 1943, by h i s sons, George 
and W i l l i a m . The b u i l d i n g remains i n f a m i l y ownership and today 
houses an antiques shop. (SM, O, AH, SU, HG) 
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49. C F i r s t George Sibley Tyson Store 
At rear of 608 Old Providence Road 
c. 1911 

One-story g a b l e - f r o n t frame store b u i l d i n g , constructed 
about 1911 by George Sibley Tyson f o r use as a general 
merchandise s t o r e . A shed-roofed western wing and a large shed 
roof on the main e l e v a t i o n were added at unknown dates. The 
o r i g i n a l store b u i l d i n g features a recessed double-leaf main 
entrance, a louvered v e n t i l a t o r i n the gable peak, and 
two-over-two sash. This b u i l d i n g was moved t o i t s present 
l o c a t i o n , at the rear of the b r i c k Tyson Store (#48), i n the 
l a t e 1920s when the eastern h a l f of the b r i c k store was 
constructed. At present the b u i l d i n g i s used f o r farm machinery 
storage and i s i n f a i r c o n d i t i o n . (AH, HG, SU) 

50. C Lucy B e l l e Craig House 
616 Old Providence Road 
c. 1910 

One-story, three-bay wide, s i n g l e - p i l e frame house w i t h 
T r i p l e - A r o o f l i n e , attached h i p roof porch c a r r i e d by turned 
posts, and main entrance flanked by t h r e e - l i g h t s i d e l i g h t s . 
Constructed c. 1910 t o house "Aunt" Lucy Bel l e Craig, housekeeper 
and nanny f o r George Sibley Tyson (see #s 47-49). I n 1938 Tyson's 
son W i l l i a m Robinson Tyson and h i s bri d e Martha Abernathy Tyson, 
moved i n t o t h i s house and l i v e d here f o r a number of years, 
adding a two-room gable-roofed a d d i t i o n on the west e l e v a t i o n 
i n 1952. The house remains i n the f a m i l y and i s c u r r e n t l y 
occupied by H. Jerome and Martha Tyson Richards. (O, WPS) 

51. NC House 
700 Old Providence Road 
c. 1910 

One-story frame house w i t h Triple-A r o o f l i n e , now 
considerably a l t e r e d by replacement windows, replacement f r o n t 
door, aluminum s i d i n g and replacement wrought i r o n porch posts 
at the hi p - r o o f e d v;raparound porch. 

52. C McNeely House 
702 Old Providence Road 
c. 1900 
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Members of the McNeely f a m i l y have occupied t h i s one-and-
one-half s t o r y frame house since 1910. P a r l i e B. McNeely, a 
Waxhaw mail c a r r i e r (d. 1940) was the f i r s t f a m i l y member t o 
l i v e here. He shared the house w i t h two bachelor brothe r s , 
disabled World War I veterans. The house i s c u r r e n t l y owned 
by h i s grandson. Gibbon E. McNeely, and occupied by Gibbon's 
niece, Jane McNeely. The house displays a complex r o o f l i n e ; 
the main block features a high h i p on gable w i t h an a d d i t i o n a l 
gable centered on the main e l e v a t i o n . Shed and gable-roofed 
wings extend from the side and rear e l e v a t i o n s ; the f i r s t 
a d d i t i o n was constructed c. 1941, and a p o r t i o n of the hip-roofed 
wraparound porch w i t h Tuscan columns was enclosed c. 1957 t o 
create a small apartment. The house i s l i t by two-over-two 
windows and r e t a i n s the o r i g i n a l main entrance w i t h a glass 
and molded panel door. P l a i n weatherboard sheathes the house 
except f o r the area under the porch which i s covered by narrow 
beaded boards. (0, WPS) 

53. C Shannon House 
c. 1900; remodeled 1935 
53 a. C House, now used f o r storage 
c. 1895 
701 Old Providence Road 

The present appearance of t h i s c l a s s i c bungalow dates from 
a 1935 remodeling by John Herman Shannon of a l a t e V i c t o r i a n 
house, s i m i l a r t o the Richards House (#46), located across the 
s t r e e t . This bungalow displays a gable roof w i t h center gabled 
dormer; two i n t e r i o r b r i c k chimneys; t r i a n g u l a r brackets and 
exposed r a f t e r ends at the wide eaves; paired four-over-one 
windows; and a shady, recessed porch c a r r i e d by tapered wood 
pi e r s on b r i c k p l i n t h s . According to John H. Shannon's daughter, 
Anelia, who now owns the property, the house was remodeled by 
Tom Blythe, a l o c a l b u i l d e r / c o n t r a c t o r . He extended the house 
to the east and r a i s e d and r e b u i l t the roof i n i t s present 
c o n f i g u r a t i o n . The e a r l i e s t known owner of the property was 
J.W. McCain, prominent Waxhaw merchant and founder of the Waxhaw 
Real Estate and Insurance Co. Early i n t h i s century he sold 
the property t o John Cephus Shannon; the property passed t o 
his son, John Herman Shannon, and l a t e r to John Herman's 
daughter, Anelia Shannon. 

Anelia Shannon r e c a l l s l i v i n g i n the small frame house, 
located on the same large l o t and now used f o r storage, while 
the bungalow remodeling was underway. This three-bay wide. 
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double-pile frame house has an o f f s e t main entrance; four-over-
one windows; engaged porch w i t h chamfered posts; exposed r a f t e r 
ends and crude t r i a n g u l a r brackets at the eaves; and a small 
shed-roofed rear a d d i t i o n . A f t e r the Shannon f a m i l y moved 
i n t o the bungalow, t h i s small house was used as r e n t a l property 
f o r a number of years. At present i t i s vacant, somewhat 
d e t e r i o r a t e d , and used f o r storage. (0, HG) 

NORTH BROAD STREET: 

54. C Massey-Collins House 
315 N. Broad Street 
c. 1897 

According t o l o c a l t r a d i t i o n , t h i s vernacular V i c t o r i a n 
residence was constructed c. 1897 by Charles S. Massey and his 
w i f e , Maude Heath Massey. The house was o r i g i n a l l y located 
on a l o t at the i n t e r s e c t i o n of West North Main and Hicks 
s t r e e t s , and stood adjacent t o the residence of Mrs. Massey's 
f a t h e r , the noted Waxhaw merchant, A.W. Heath (see #s 30, 31). 
I n 1919 the Masseys sold the house t o W i l l i a m Henry C o l l i n s 
and h i s w i f e , D e lia. The house was placed on r o l l i n g logs and 
p u l l e d by mules t o i t s present l o c a t i o n . C o l l i n s was the manager 
of the A.W. Heath Real Estate Company and also operated the 
W.H. C o l l i n s & Sons Stable on South Broom Street (#65). 

The Massey-Collins House i s set back from the s t r e e t on 
a l a r g e , well-landscaped l o t . The s t r i k i n g two-story 
asymmetrical house features an ornate wraparound porch ( r e b u i l t 
when the house was moved) c a r r i e d by chamfered posts set on 
b r i c k bases, and ornamented by a d e n t i c u l a t e d cornice and a 
l a t t i c e f r i e z e . Two-over-two windows are set i n p l a i n surrounds. 
The main entrance i s composed of a Queen Anne s t y l e multi-pane 
sash set above an ornate molded panel. Raised, molded panels 
and a t w o - l i g h t transom enframe the main entrance. The i n t e r i o r 
d i s plays a center h a l l plan. Walls are sheathed i n f l u s h 
h o r i z o n t a l board. Tongue-and-groove wainscot i s used i n several 
rooms; f l o o r s are of pine. 

The house remained i n the C o l l i n s f a m i l y u n t i l 1972, when 
i t was purchased by Wil l i a m and Susan Hardage who suc c e s s f u l l y 
r e s t o r e d t h i s f i n e house. Current owner/occupants: Ray and 
Mary Orsick. (SU, AH, 0, WPS) 

55. C Wolfe-Niven-Gamble House 
301 North Broad Street 
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Carl Wolfe, a pharmacist, had t h i s residence constructed 
i n 1922; Wolfe was the owner of Wolfe's Drug Store, located 
on Main S t r e e t . I n 1924 Wolfe sold the house t o John Malcom 
Niven, a cot t o n buyer, merchant and co-owner of the Niven-Price 
Company (#11). A f t e r Niven's death i n 1933, the house was 
purchased by h i s daughter Helen Niven Gamble, the present 
occupant, and her l a t e husband, Henry. 

The long, low s i l h o u e t t e of t h i s l i t t l e - a l t e r e d house i s 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the bungalow s t y l e , as are the exposed r a f t e r 
ends, bracketed gables, and the broad recessed porch. The porch 
i s c a r r i e d by grouped tapered wooden p i e r s on b r i c k p l i n t h s . 
A b r i c k e x t e r i o r end chimney pierces the wide, overhanging eaves 
at the north e l e v a t i o n ; there i s also an i n t e r i o r b r i c k chimney. 
Both chimneys have corbeled caps. The spacious i n t e r i o r features 
a broad arch accenting the south end of the main p a r l o r . (SU, 
AH, O) 

56. C O l i n Niven House 
215 North Broad Street 
1922 

This good example of a bungalow was constructed by John 
M. Niven f o r h i s son O l i n Niven i n 1922, according t o Olin's 
s i s t e r , Helen Niven Gamble, who l i v e s next door (#55). The 
lumber used t o construct the house was salvaged from the Waxhaw 
Normal and C o l l e g i a t e I n s t i t u t e , which was t o r n down i n 1922 
and replaced by a new school. O l i n Niven, J r . , the next owner 
of the house, l i v e d here w i t h h i s wife and two daughters. The 
house was sold t o the P f i s t e r f a m i l y who p a r t i a l l y remodeled 
the i n t e r i o r . The present owner/occupant i s Doug Boyd. The 
one-and-one-half s t o r y bungalow features a gabled dormer on 
the main e l e v a t i o n ; t r i a n g u l a r brackets and exposed r a f t e r ends 
i n the broad eaves; paired, four-over-two windows; and two 
i n t e r i o r b r i c k chimneys. The o r i g i n a l screen door w i t h spindles 
survives. The broad, recessed porch was screened i n at an 
undetermined p o i n t . ( i n t e r v i e w w i t h Helen Niven Gamble, 3/19/91) 

57. NC Sims House 
201 North Broad Street 
1980 

One-story b r i c k veneered ranch house w i t h attached garage 
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set i n a l a r g e , neatly landscaped l o t . Constructed i n 1980 
f o r Connie Sims. (O) 

NORTH CHURCH STREET: 

58. C Ghant House 
315 North Church Street 
c. 1910 

One-story, L-shaped frame house w i t h s i x - o v e r - s i x sash 
windows; gable ends w i t h r e t u r n s and louvered v e n t i l a t o r s framed 
by sawn scalloped surrounds; f u l l - w i d t h hip-roofed porch w i t h 
replacement posts; paired s i x - o v e r - s i x windows; and main entrance 
of s i x - l i g h t window above molded h o r i z o n t a l panels. Nothing 
i s known of the e a r l y h i s t o r y of t h i s house; i t has been owned 
f o r a number of years by Clyde Ghant and used as a r e n t a l 
property. ( i n t e r v i e w w i t h Bonnie McManus, 4/3/91) 

59. C Charlie Haigler House 
301 North Church Street 
c. 1905 

Ba s i c a l l y i n t a c t one-story frame house w i t h a Triple-A 
r o o f l i n e ; h i p - r o o f attached porch supported by wooden Tuscan 
columns; four- o v e r - f o u r sash windows; and main entrance composed 
of s i n g l e pane of glass set above h o r i z o n t a l r a i s e d panels and 
flanked by t h r e e - l i g h t s i d e l i g h t s . Corner boards r i s e to a 
wide f r i e z e board, a feat u r e common to many of Waxhaw's e a r l y 
residences. The house i s sheathed w i t h p l a i n clapboards, except 
f o r the area under the porch which i s covered w i t h f l u s h boards. 
The house was the long-time residence of Charlie Haigler, a 
Waxhaw blacksmith. The house, vacant f o r nearly two decades 
and s u f f e r i n g from neglect, i s owned by one of Haigler's 
grandsons who l i v e s i n C h a r l o t t e . (WPS) 

60. C (former) Waxhaw Post O f f i c e 
101 North Church Street 
1905 

This d i m i n u t i v e frame b u i l d i n g was constructed i n 1905 
to house the Waxhaw Post O f f i c e . I t i s not known how long the 
post o f f i c e occupied t h i s s t r u c t u r e ; the 1925 Sanborn Insurance 
map i n d i c a t e s t h a t the post o f f i c e had moved to another l o c a t i o n 
on South Main St r e e t . According to some l o c a l h i s t o r i a n s , the 
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b u i l d i n g housed a s i l e n t movie the a t r e e a r l y i n t h i s century. 
A f t e r standing vacant f o r a number of years, the b u i l d i n g was 
renovated i n 1983 to house a g i f t shop. The gable f r o n t b u i l d i n g 
has r e t u r n s i n the gable ends, a louvered v e n t i l a t o r framed 
by a sawn, scalloped board, and large e i g h t - o v e r - e i g h t windows 
f l a n k i n g a replacement main entrance. Current owner: Dan Davis 
f a m i l y . (WPS, AH) 

SOUTH CHURCH STREET: 

61. C A.W. Heath Company M i l l 
103 South Church Street 
c. 1905 

Su b s t a n t i a l , two-story g a b l e - f r o n t frame s t r u c t u r e , r e s t i n g 
on a rough stone foundation, roofed w i t h standing seam metal, 
and sheathed w i t h rough sawn clapboards. Constructed c. 1905 
by A.W. Heath t o house a corn and wheat g r i s t m i l l . The m i l l 
operated u n t i l the mid-1930s. The b u i l d i n g has been used f o r 
storage f o r a number of years. At present i t serves as a 
warehouse f o r the novelty d i s t r i b u t i n g company located next 
door i n the Cockinos B u i l d i n g (#29). (AH, 0) 

NORTH BROOM STREET (east s i d e ) : 

62. NC Log B u i l d i n g 
62 a. NC Log o u t b u i l d i n g 
112 North Broom Street 
1981 

Two contemporary log " k i t " b u i l d i n g s assembled i n 1981-
1982 as demonstration b u i l d i n g s f o r a log k i t franchisee. The 
la r g e r of the b u i l d i n g s i s a two-story house and the smaller 
b u i l d i n g was probably designed t o be a garage or other storage 
o u t b u i l d i n g . Both b u i l d i n g s are i n commercial use. (O) 

63. NC Commercial b u i l d i n g 
100 North Broom Street 
c. 1987 

Small, one-story frame commercial b u i l d i n g constructed 
c. 1987. The b u i l d i n g has housed a v a r i e t y of commercial tenants 
i n c l u d i n g a c r a f t s shop and video arcade. I n l a t e 1990 the 
b u i l d i n g was a t t r a c t i v e l y renovated to house a re s t a u r a n t . (0) 
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SOUTH BROOM STREET: 

64. C Commercial B u i l d i n g 
101 South Broom Street 
c. 1940 

Diminutive, rectangular one-story frame b u i l d i n g w i t h gable 
end roof behind a prominent f a l s e parapet. The b u i l d i n g was 
re p o r t e d l y covered w i t h metal sheathing at some e a r l y p o i n t 
i n i t s h i s t o r y , but was covered w i t h German s i d i n g some years 
ago. An incongruous cinder block side wing was added i n recent 
years. The b u i l d i n g has housed Hancock's Brass, Inc. since 
1989. According t o Mr. Hancock, the s t r u c t u r e was o r i g i n a l l y 
used as an ice house and f o r coal storage f o r one of the 
commercial b u i l d i n g s on nearby South Main Str e e t . (O) 

65. C W.H. C o l l i n s & Sons Stables 
121 South Broom Street 
c. 1930 

Large, two-story g a b l e - f r o n t barn w i t h p r o j e c t i n g gable 
at the peak which s h e l t e r s the hay bale hauling equipment and 
the haymow door. The barn i s roofed w i t h t i n over widely spaced 
wood r a f t e r s ; the walls are also covered w i t h corrugated metal 
panels. The barn was constructed c. 1930 f o r W i l l i a m Henry 
C o l l i n s who used the b u i l d i n g f o r h is horse, mule and c a t t l e 
t r a d i n g business. C o l l i n s operated the business w i t h h i s son 
John C o l l i n s u n t i l e a r l y 1950s. According t o l o c a l h i s t o r i a n , 
Harry Y. Gamble, the stab l e "was a popular place f o r farmers 
or anyone i n t e r e s t e d i n horses. I t was also a gathering place 
f o r the town's leading checker players. John C o l l i n s was an 
expert i n the t r a i n i n g of horses." The C o l l i n s Estate owned 
the b u i l d i n g u n t i l c. 1966; subsequent owners used the s t r u c t u r e 
f o r an auto r e p a i r garage, a pool room, and welding shop. At 
present the b u i l d i n g i s used f o r storage. (HG, AH, SU) 

66. C C o l l i n s - M u l l i s House 
300 South Broom Street 
c. 1910 

The e a r l i e s t known owner of t h i s one-story L-shaped frame 
house was John C o l l i n s , who, w i t h h i s f a t h e r W.H. C o l l i n s , 
operated the stab l e a short distance north on Broom Street (#65). 
The four-bay wide, s i n g l e - p i l e house features a p r o j e c t i n g gabled 
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wing on the main e l e v a t i o n ; large diamond-shaped louvered 
v e n t i l a t o r s i n the gable ends; a center chimney w i t h corbeled 
cap; s i x - o v e r - s i x windows; a wraparound porch c a r r i e d by slender 
chamfered posts; shallow rear e l l ; and aluminum s i d i n g . Midge 
M u l l i s purchased the house from C o l l i n s c. 1950 and continues 
to l i v e there today. She renovated the house, covering the 
o r i g i n a l wooden c e i l i n g w i t h sheetrock and adding the house's 
f i r s t bathroom. (0) 

67. C House 
304 South Broom Street 
c. 1910 

Modest, one-story, four-bay wide, s i n g l e - p i l e w i t h rear 
e l l frame cottage w i t h T riple-A r o o f ; pointed arch louvered 
v e n t i l a t o r s i n the side gable ends; i n t e r i o r b r i c k chimney; 
s i x - o v e r - s i x windows; and hip - r o o f porch w i t h replacement wrought 
i r o n posts. The porch face i s sheathed w i t h f l u s h boards; there 
are two main entrances. Current owner/occupant: Eula Johnson. 

68. C Collins-Blythe-Over House 
c. 1905 
68 a. NC Garage 
c. 1980 
308 South Broom Street 

Handsome, s e n s i t i v e l y renovated one-story frame house 
characterized by t w i n gables on the main e l e v a t i o n , two i n t e r i o r 
b r i c k chimneys (one r e t a i n s o r i g i n a l decorative corbeled cap), 
spacious wraparound porch, and pointed-arch louvered v e n t i l a t o r s 
i n the gable ends. The v e n t i l a t o r s are ornamented w i t h 
decorative, sawn covers l i k e those found elsewhere i n the 
neighborhood. A new garage was constructed on the s i t e of an 
e a r l i e r o u t b u i l d i n g . 

According to the present owners, Alan and Ann Over, the 
house i s thought t o have been b u i l t by a member of the C o l l i n s 
f a m i l y c. 1903-1905. The Blythe Family were the next owners. 
The Overs purchased the property from Lennie Blythe i n 1980. 
With the help of neighbor Ray Bigham (#70) the Overs renovated 
the i n t e r i o r . The ki t c h e n was updated, and the c e i l i n g s lowered 
and sheetrocked ( o r i g i n a l 12' pine board-sheathed c e i l i n g s 
survive under the sheetrock). A rear porch and side wing were 
added i n the l a t e 1980s. A Plexiglass viewing p o r t o f f e r s a 
glimpse of the 4"x4" heart pine framing members and the o r i g i n a l 
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tongue-and-groove w a l l sheathing. Ann Over, a pr o f e s s i o n a l 
a r t i s t , painted a landscape mural on the walls of the master 
bedroom and marbelized the o r i g i n a l p i e r - a n d - l i n t e l mantels. 
(SM, O) 

69. C H a r t i s - W o r r a l l House 
303 South Broom Street 
c. 1910 

One-story, three-bay wide, s i n g l e - p i l e frame house w i t h 
Triple-A r o o f l i n e , i n t e r i o r chimney, s i x - o v e r - s i x windows, 
pointed arch louvered v e n t i l a t o r s , and rear e l l . The house 
i s c u r r e n t l y under renovation by the present owners, Robert 
and S y b i l W o r r a l l . Mr. Worrall has r e b u i l t the d i l a p i d a t e d 
hip-roofed f r o n t porch w i t h a s l i g h t l y higher pitched hip roo f ; 
e n t r y steps now approach the house from the side r a t h e r than 
the center. Broken s i d e l i g h t s which flanked the main entrance 
were replaced w i t h s i n g l e panes sand-etched w i t h a f l o r a l 
p a t t e r n . The i n t e r i o r has been considerably a l t e r e d w i t h the 
removal of a w a l l , changing the plan from a center h a l l 
c o n f i g u r a t i o n t o a two-room plan. Nothing i s known of the e a r l y 
h i s t o r y of the house; the Worralls purchased the house from 
a Mr. H a r t i s . (O) 

70. C Crow-Bigham House 
307 South Broom Street 
c. 1905 

One-story, three-bay wide, s i n g l e - p i l e w i t h rear e l l , gable-
roofed frame house w i t h elongated diamond-shaped v e n t i l a t o r s 
i n the gable ends; i n t e r i o r b r i c k chimney; s i x - o v e r - s i x windows; 
and nearly f u l l - f a c a d e shed roof porch w i t h simple curved 
brackets marking the entry bay. 

Lo t t a Crow reared her fa m i l y i n t h i s house during the 
f i r s t h a l f of t h i s century. She l a t e r was remarried t o Dr. 
G.H. Burgess, a physician and e d i t o r of the Waxhaw Enter p r i s e . 
The present owner, R.W. Bigham has l i v e d here since the l a t e 
1950s. Mr. Bigham enclosed a rear porch, and lowered and 
sheetrocked the c e i l i n g s , and i n s t a l l e d sheetrock on the walls 
( l e a v i n g the o r i g i n a l narrow tongue-and-groove boards i n pl a c e ) . 
(O, WPS) 

NORTH PROVIDENCE STREET (west s i d e ) : 
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71. C John Davis House 
501 North Providence Street 
c. 1900 and c. 1925 

The present appearance of t h i s one-and-one-half s t o r y 
bungalow dates from a c. 1925 remodeling of a tur n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y 
frame house. The house was constructed f o r John Davis (d. 1938), 
Waxhaw's f i r s t depot agent. Davis f a m i l y members occupied the 
house u n t i l the l a t e 1980s, when i t was sold t o the Wright 
f a m i l y . The house e x h i b i t s such t y p i c a l bungalow features as 
a gable roof w i t h t r i a n g u l a r brackets i n deep eaves, a shed 
roof dormer on the main e l e v a t i o n , and exposed r a f t e r ends. 
There are h i n t s of the e a r l i e r house i n the engaged wraparound 
porch c a r r i e d by wooden Tuscan columns, connected by a shaped 
h a n d r a i l and turned b a l u s t e r s . Large one-over-one windows, 
and a t r i o of s i x - o v e r - s i x windows i n the gable ends, l i g h t 
the i n t e r i o r which i s c u r r e n t l y being remodeled. What may have 
been a free-standing a u x i l i a r y b u i l d i n g i n the rear yard (or 
a p o r t i o n of the o r i g i n a l house) i s now connected t o the bungalow 
by a gable-roofed hyphen. This rear wing r e s t s on a new, t a l l 
b r i c k foundation which r a i s e d the small gable-roofed b u i l d i n g 
to the bungalow's height (there i s a pronounced slope to the 
rear y a r d ) . This rear wing has cornerboards which r i s e t o a 
wide f r i e z e board, a feature found on many of Waxhaw's e a r l i e s t 
residences. (WPS) 

72. C McGuirt-Anderson House 
317 North Providence Street 
c. 1910 

One-story frame house, three-bay wide, one-bay deep w i t h 
a rear e l l , T r i p l e - A r o o f l i n e w i t h r e t u r n s and diamond-shaped 
v e n t i l a t o r s i n the gable ends, and a small four-over-one window 
i n the center f r o n t gable. The house r e t a i n s i t s o r i g i n a l main 
entrance composed of a door w i t h four narrow glass panes above 
molded panels and flanked by t h r e e - l i g h t s i d e l i g h t s . The o r i g i n a l 
spindled screen door also survives. A shed-roofed porch c a r r i e d 
by tapered wood p i e r s on b r i c k p l i n t h s i s probably a mid-1920s 
replacement. L i t t l e i s known of the e a r l y h i s t o r y of t h i s 
property; according to a neighbor, the McGuirt f a m i l y l i v e d 
there at one time; present owner i s E f f i e Anderson. (WPS) 
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73. C Zedaker-Haigler-Nisbet House 
315 North Providence Street 
c. 1890 

This one-story L-shaped frame house features a low h i p -
on-gable ro o f , a gabled f r o n t wing, corner boards which r i s e 
t o a wide f r i e z e , r e t u r n s and pointed arch v e n t i l a t o r s i n the 
gable ends, s i x - o v e r - s i x windows, shed-roof porch, and t a l l 
i n t e r i o r chimney. This charming house was b u i l t c. 1890 by 
CE. Zedaker. A. Lee and Edna Mae Haigler owned and occupied 
the house i n the 1920s. From the e a r l y 1950s t o the mid-1970s, 
Mrs. Loma Niven Nisbet, the town l i b r a r i a n and widow of Dr. 
Taylor Nisbet, a prominent d e n t i s t , owned and occupied the house, 
David Gamble l i v e d here f o r four to f i v e years a f t e r Mrs. Nisbet, 
The present owner i s Gary Underwood who l i v e s here w i t h h i s 
mother, Emmy Lou Haywood. (O, WPS) 

74. C Walkup-Gamble House 
74 a, b, c. a l l C Frame o u t b u i l d i n g s 
215 North Providence Street 
1897 

This i n t e r e s t i n g , well-maintained house was, according 
to f a m i l y t r a d i t i o n , constructed i n 1897 by John W. Walkup, 
a b u i l d i n g c o n t r a c t o r . The house was l a t e r sold t o J.R. Walker, 
a Methodist m i n i s t e r . I n 1910, Walker sold the house to James 
Gamble (1876-1954), a farmer and Jackson Township constable 
from 1906-1907. He moved to Waxhaw so t h a t h i s c h i l d r e n could 
attend school there. I n 1908, Gamble was elected cotton weigher 
f o r the town of Waxhaw, a p o s i t i o n which he held f o r s i x years. 
I n 1915, Gamble was employed by the Niven-Price Mercantile 
Company i n Waxhaw (#11). Noted l o c a l h i s t o r i a n Harry Y. Gamble 
was born i n t h i s house i n 1921. 

S t y l i s t i c a l l y , the house i s q u i t e s i m i l a r t o the o r i g i n a l 
appearance of the George Sibley Tyson House (#47). The one-
and-one-half s t o r y frame house i s dominated by a high hip roof 
w i t h a large c e n t r a l f r o n t gable which contains a recessed porch, 
O r i g i n a l l y , a Chippendale-style balustrade spanned t h i s porch 
opening, and the same s t y l e balustrade was found on the 
hip-roofed wraparound f i r s t s t o r y porch; i n recent years those 
balustrades were replaced by ones w i t h turned b a l u s t e r s . Two 
t a l l i n t e r i o r b r i c k chimneys w i t h corbeled caps pierce the high 
hip r o o f ; p a i r s of gabled dormers are found on the side 
e l e v a t i o n s of the ro o f . The s u b s t a n t i a l house i s f u r t h e r 
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enlarged by an o r i g i n a l h i p - r o o f rear e l l and shed. T a l l , 
f o u r - o v e r - f o u r windows, many w i t h o r i g i n a l glass, l i g h t the 
i n t e r i o r . The house i s sheathed w i t h p l a i n weatherboards except 
i n the recessed porch and the center gable where beaded novelty 
s i d i n g i s found. The center h a l l plan i n t e r i o r appears l i t t l e 
a l t e r e d . Walls and c e i l i n g s are covered w i t h h o r i z o n t a l 
tongue-and-groove boards. A s i t t i n g room mantel features f l u t e d 
p i l a s t e r s , ornamental bases and a rectangular f r i e z e . P i l a s t e r s 
on the l i v i n g room mantel have rope molding; the same molding 
h i g h l i g h t s the bracketed mantel s h e l f . 

Three small, gable-roofed frame o u t b u i l d i n g s located at 
the rear of the deep l o t may be contemporary w i t h the house. 
I n somewhat d e t e r i o r a t e d c o n d i t i o n , they are pres e n t l y used 
f o r storage. Current owner/occupant: Kemp Heinbaugh. (SU, 
O, AH, WPS) 

75. C Steele-Gribble-Haynes House 
201 North Providence Street 
c. 1920 

This expansive, well-maintained, e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century 
bungalow was owned f o r many years by Conner Steele, a Waxhaw 
merchant, who may have been responsible f o r i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n 
c. 1920. The house displays a broad gable roof w i t h t r i a n g u l a r 
brackets under the eaves, a t a l l shed roof f r o n t dormer, an 
engaged porch w i t h grouped, ta p e r i n g posts on b r i c k bases, and 
large four-over-one windows w i t h molded surrounds. The main 
entrance i s of mahogany w i t h beveled glass panes. The i n t e r i o r 
d i s plays a wide center h a l l , c r y s t a l chandeliers i n the large 
f r o n t p a r l o r and d i n i n g room, 10' c e i l i n g s , and pine f l o o r s . 
An unusual corner f i r e p l a c e w i t h elaborate mirrored overmantels 
i s found i n the d i n i n g room. The roof was ex t e n s i v e l y damaged 
by Hurricane Hugo i n 1989; when i t was r e b u i l t , the a r c h i t e c t 
added two rear dormers and created four bedrooms and two baths 
on the second f l o o r . The cur r e n t owner/occupants are John T. 
and Jeanette H. Haynes. Mrs. Haynes i s VJaxhaw's current mayor. 
(SU, AH, WPS) 
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76. C Harris's Store 
100 block North Providence Street (west side, south of McDonald 
St. ) 
c. 1920 

This d i m i n u t i v e , rectangular g a b l e - f r o n t frame commercial 
b u i l d i n g was owned by William Pinkney Harris during the e a r l y 
decades of t h i s century. H a r r i s was one of Waxhaw's e a r l y 
businessmen and operated a store i n one or two l o c a t i o n s on 
the town's Main s t r e e t s before e s t a b l i s h i n g a business on h i s 
own property. According to l o c a l h i s t o r i a n Harry Y. Gamble, 
the W.P. Harri s Feed and Seed business was located i n t h i s small 
b u i l d i n g . I n e a r l y spring, tomato plants were "grown i n a 
hot-bed beside the s t o r e , and when the danger of f r o s t was over, 
tomato plants were sold by the thousands. Along w i t h seeds 
and groceries t h i s small store s p e c i a l i z e d i n roasted or parched 
peanuts." Other l o c a l h i s t o r i a n s r e c a l l t h a t Harris's residence 
(now destroyed) was located adjacent t o the s t o r e . 

This r u s t i c b u i l d i n g i s sheathed w i t h wide unpainted 
clapboards and roofed w i t h t i n . Now housing a c r a f t s s t o r e , 
the b u i l d i n g ' s main e l e v a t i o n has an o f f s e t main entrance and 
a large multi-pane d i s p l a y window. (HG, WPS, SM) 

SOUTH PROVIDENCE STREET (west s i d e ) : 

77. C W i l l Steele House 
77 a. C Horse barn 
400 South Providence Street 
c. 1900 

This nearly unaltered one-story frame house, set on a large 
double l o t which includes a fenced pasture and horse barn, was 
occupied during the e a r l y years of t h i s century by W i l l Steele, 
Waxhaw merchant, and h i s wife Martha, who was the town c l e r k . 
I t was l a t e r ov/ned and occupied by t h e i r son, Richard, and h i s 
w i f e , Belva Dare Harri s Steele. Dare Steele was associated 
w i t h the nearby Waxhaw School (#78), but i s best known as the 
author of "Li s t e n and Remember," an outdoor drama about the 
l i f e and times of Andrew Jackson. Now i n i t s 28th season, the 
drama, w i t h music by E l i n o r McLaughlin, traces Jackson's l i f e 
from h i s b i r t h i n the Waxhaws Settlement i n 1767 to h i s 
inauguration as United States president i n 1829. 
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The one-story, one-room deep W i l l Steele House i s one of 
the most i n t a c t and best d e t a i l e d Triple-A roofed residences 
i n Waxhaw. The house i s covered w i t h p l a i n clapboards except 
f o r the center gable and porch face where German s i d i n g i s used. 
Chamfered corner boards mark the edges of the s i n g l e - p i l e main 
block. The house i s dominated by a spacious h i p - r o o f wraparound 
porch c a r r i e d by chamfered posts; a p r o j e c t i n g gable marks the 
entr y bay. The house has four-over-four windows, s i d e l i g h t s 
f l a n k i n g the main entrance, two i n t e r i o r chimneys (one r e t a i n s 
corbeled cap, the other has been stuccoed), and a rear e l l which 
was extended by another bay at an undetermined date. 

An open, grassy pasture adjoins the house l o t . This l o t 
was o r i g i n a l l y owned by Harry Nesbit, who l i v e d across the s t r e e t 
(#83). A somewhat d e t e r i o r a t e d gabled, frame barn located on 
the northern edge of the l o t was used to s h e l t e r h i s horses 
which he pastured here. 

I n 1979, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph McGuire purchased the Steele 
House and the a d j o i n i n g l o t . A job t r a n s f e r t o Matthews, N.C. 
brought the McGuires t o North Carolina and a desire f o r "more 
space, and [having had] enough of c i t y l i v i n g " , brought the 
couple t o Waxhaw. The McGuires painted the house and re-roofed 
i t , but have done l i t t l e else t o a l t e r the e x t e r i o r . The kit c h e n 
was remodeled, the only s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r i o r a l t e r a t i o n . (0, 
WPS) 

78. C Waxhaw Elementary School 
78 a, b, c, d. a l l NC a u x i l i a r y t r a i l e r s used f o r classrooms 
500 South Providence Street 
1941 

This s u b s t a n t i a l , one-story b r i c k school b u i l d i n g , s i t e d 
at the f r o n t of a tree-shaded 12-acre t r a c t , i s located on the 
s i t e of a 1922 school which burned i n February, 1941. The 
current b u i l d i n g was b u i l t s h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r . E a r l i e r schools 
i n Waxhaw have included a small "country school w i t h f o o t paths 
through f i e l d s and woodlands converging at i t s doors," which 
operated during the 1880s and 1890s on North Providence Street. 
This school operated f o r about four months each year, i n s t r u c t i n g 
students i n the "common branches" of reading, w r i t i n g and 
a r i t h m e t i c . I n 1897 a new school was constructed, the Waxhaw 
I n s t i t u t e , l a t e r known as the Waxhaw Normal and C o l l e g i a t e 
I n s t i t u t e . Documentary photographs of the I n s t i t u t e reveal 
t h a t i t was a frame b u i l d i n g dominated by a three-and-one-half 
s t o r y p r o j e c t i n g c e n t r a l bay w i t h a f l a r e d gable dormer. When 
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t h a t b u i l d i n g was t o r n down i n 1922, the lumber was used t o 
construct the O l i n Niven House (#56). The frame I n s t i t u t e 
b u i l d i n g was replaced by a two-story b r i c k school w i t h 
classrooms arranged around a c e n t r a l auditorium. When t h a t 
school b u i l d i n g burned i n 1941, classes were t e m p o r a r i l y held 
i n the separate gymnasium b u i l d i n g . The present 1941 b u i l d i n g 
housed Waxhaw High School u n t i l 1960, when i t became Waxhaw 
Elementary School, serving grades one through e i g h t . I n 1970, 
the school became a kindergarten through f i f t h grade school. 
Enrollment, now numbering approximately 520 students, has 
exceeded the present f a c i l i t y ( f o u r small free-standing "mobile" 
classrooms accommodate the overflow) and land has been purchased 
and plans drawn t o erect a new f a c i l i t y f o r 750 students. The 
new school, to be b u i l t on a d i f f e r e n t s i t e , i s scheduled f o r 
completion i n 1992. Adaptive reuse plans are being studied 
f o r the present school b u i l d i n g . 

The present one-story, ten-bay wide, twenty-three bay deep 
symmetrical b r i c k (one-to-six bond) school b u i l d i n g e x h i b i t s 
r e s t r a i n e d c l a s s i c a l i n f l u e n c e s . Two i d e n t i c a l recessed main 
entrances, located at the ends of the main block, are framed 
by scored limestone arched surrounds w i t h keystones; f a n l i g h t s 
top the double-leaf entrances. Parapet ends mark the edges 
of the rectangular main block. Small g a b l e - f r o n t wings, w i t h 
r e t u r n s i n the gable ends, f l a n k the main entrances; b r i c k quoins 
mark the edges of the wings. White, concrete f l a t arches top 
the windows on the main e l e v a t i o n . A l l windows on the b u i l d i n g 
are aluminum-trimmed, i n s u l a t e d t r i p l e - t r a c k replacements. 
The grade of the l o t drops at the rear, a l l o w i n g some basement-
l e v e l rooms. A small b r i c k hyphen connects a windowless 
gymnasium wing t o the rear of the main school b u i l d i n g . A 
playground i s located at the rear of the school; the four non-
c o n t r i b u t i n g mobile classrooms are located on the edge of the 
nort h (side) parking l o t . 
( h i s t o r i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n excerpted from "School and Community," 
a 1991 r e p o r t w r i t t e n by Waxhaw School f a c u l t y member, Jane 
McNeely, located i n school l i b r a r y ; DP; VJPS) 

NORTH PROVIDENCE STREET (east s i d e ) : 

79. C_ Adams-Davis House 
79 a, b. both C Garage and Shed 
79 c. NC reconstructed log o u t b u i l d i n g 
202 North Providence Street 
c. 1900 
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This well-maintained, L-shaped, two-story house i s 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y design. Tuscan columns 
support a hip-roofed f r o n t porch; most of the porch face i s 
sheathed i n f l u s h h o r i z o n t a l boards. The double-leaf main 
entrance i s framed by a molded surround; molded panels are set 
below t h r e e - l i g h t s i d e l i g h t s . Symmetrical molded surrounds 
w i t h corner blocks frame the s i x - o v e r - s i x sash windows on the 
main block and rear e l l . Ornamental scalloped v e n t i l a t o r covers 
are found i n the f r o n t - f a c i n g and side gables. A weatherboarded 
garage and gable-roofed shed (both c o n t r i b u t i n g s t r u c t u r e s ) 
are located at the rear of the house. I n recent years a log 
o u t b u i l d i n g ( n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g , now under r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ) was 
moved onto the very large l o t . 

L i t t l e i s known of the e a r l i e s t h i s t o r y of the house. 
I t i s thought t o have been b u i l t by John Durant Adams and l a t e r 
deeded t o h i s son, Joseph Durant Adams. According t o l o c a l 
t r a d i t i o n . Dr. Lemeuel Edwin Guion (1882-1926) purchased the 
house about the the time of t h i s 1908 marriage t o Cora Lee 
Howard. Dr. Guion was elected Mayor of Waxhaw, "but i t i s said 
he was so pressed w i t h p a t i e n t s t h a t he never attended a 
meeting." I n 1918, the house was purchased by Jonas P l y l e r , 
owner of the Waxhaw Ford dealership (#16). P l y l e r ' s son Otho 
and h i s w i f e , Blanche, acquired the property about 1932 and 
owned i t u n t i l 1945 when i t was sold t o Wi l l i a m Davis. Under 
Davis's ownership, a one-story bay on the main e l e v a t i o n was 
removed and the one-story rear e l l enlarged. The property 
remained i n the Davis f a m i l y u n t i l 1982, when i t was purchased 
by Sharon and Coite Moss. Current owner/occupant: Mangrum and 
Carolyn K e l l y . (SU, AH, WPS) 

80. C John Lafayette Rodman House 
80 a. C Fence 
116 North Providence Street 
c. 1889; 1895; 1906 

This s u b s t a n t i a l , well-maintained two-story frame residence 
w i t h s l a t e roof was constructed by John Lafayette Rodman 
(1850-1918) and h i s wife H a r r i e t Hyatt Rodman. Family t r a d i t i o n 
maintains t h a t John Rodman erected a one-story gable-roofed 
d w e l l i n g , which forms the east side wing of the present house, 
s h o r t l y a f t e r h i s a r r i v a l i n Waxhaw i n 1889. By 1895, the 
two-story L-shaped main block had been constructed. Cornerboards 
r i s e t o wide f r i e z e board and molded cornices w i t h r e t u r n s 
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ornament the gable ends. A p r o j e c t i n g polygonal bay and a 
t w o - t i e r h i p - r o o f porch dominate the Providence Street e l e v a t i o n 
of the house. The porches were o r i g i n a l l y c a r r i e d by chamfered 
posts, but received replacement turned balusters and paired 
Tuscan columns c. 1906. That year, the main e l e v a t i o n was s h i f t e d 
from the Providence Street (west) e l e v a t i o n t o the Gold Mine 
Road (north) e l e v a t i o n . A one-story porch w i t h grouped Tuscan 
columns on wooden bases, d e n t i c u l a t e d cornice and r o o f l i n e 
balustrade was b u i l t on the new main e l e v a t i o n . The new porch 
face was sheathed w i t h f l u s h boards. The p r o j e c t i n g bay ( f a c i n g 
Providence Street) also received a r o o f t o p balustrade during 
the 1906 renovation. The east end of the new one-story f r o n t 
porch was enclosed as a room about 1925. ( A l l r o o f l i n e 
balustrades were removed by 1962.) The east end of the new 
one-story f r o n t porch was enclosed as a room about 1925. The 
house i s being slowly, but meticulously res t o r e d . I n recent 
years the balustrades between the porch supports have been 
replaced. Of sp e c i a l note are the i n l a i d hardwood f l o o r s i n 
the p a r l o r and d i n i n g room. These rooms also boast mantelpieces 
w i t h unusually elegant overmantels w i t h beveled c u r v i l i n e a r 
m i r r o r s . The house has remained i n Rodman f a m i l y ownership 
to the present. 

An unusual fence e n c i r c l e s the large house l o t . Made of 
a tub u l a r metal frame which supports decorative t w i s t e d wire 
fencing, the fence r e s t s on a low b r i c k w a l l and i s topped by 
a spiky f l e u r de l y s c r e s t . The fence appears i n a c. 1906 
photograph of the house and may date from the house remodeling 
done t h a t year. (SU, AH, DP, O, HG, WPS) 

SOUTH PROVIDENCE STREET (east s i d e ) : 

81. C Dr. Wil l i a m Robert McCain House 
81 a. C Garage 
201 South Providence Street 
1914 

This i n t e r e s t i n g , somewhat ec c e n t r i c Colonial Revival s t y l e 
residence w i t h l a t e V i c t o r i a n d e t a i l s was constructed i n 1914 
by Dr. Wil l i a m Robert McCain (1874-1954) and h i s w i f e , Clyde 
V i r g i n i a Niven McCain. The main e l e v a t i o n of the two-story, 
hip-roofed b r i c k (one-to-six bond, w i t h glazed headers) residence 
i s dominated by a monumental single-bay, two-story p o r t i c o 
c a r r i e d by tapered posts which are sheathed w i t h imbricated 
wooden shingles. The p o r t i c o also features a shingled. 
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pedimented gable w i t h f a n l i g h t , d e n t i c u l a t e d cornice, and small 
second s t o r y porch marked by turned b a l u s t e r s . Fanlights and 
imbricated shingles also h i g h l i g h t the gable ends of the rear 
and side e l l s . A one-story porch under the p o r t i c o extends 
the width of the three-bay main e l e v a t i o n and wraps around the 
south side e l e v a t i o n . A p o r t i o n of the south side porch was 
enclosed i n 1945, i n c o r p o r a t i n g the e x i s t i n g f l u t e d wood posts 
and d e n t i c u l a t e d cornice. A p r o j e c t i n g b r i c k polygonal bay 
i s located on the north (side) e l e v a t i o n . Windows are 
one-over-one sash set i n b r i c k segmental arches. Main entrances 
at both the f i r s t and second s t o r y l e v e l s are set i n segmental 
arches. 

The l a r g e l y unaltered i n t e r i o r boasts a v a r i e t y of f i n e 
e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century s t y l e mantels, d i s p l a y i n g carved 
p i l a s t e r s , f l u t e d posts, or overmantels. Rooms have v e r t i c a l 
tongue-and-groove wainscot topped by a chair r a i l . I n t e r i o r 
doors f e a t u r e molded, h o r i z o n t a l panels set i n molded surrounds. 
A rectangular newel post w i t h molded recessed panels, and turned 
b a l u s t e r s support the shaped h a n d r a i l of the closed s t r i n g main 
s t a i r c a s e . 

The 1925 Sanborn Insurance Map i n d i c a t e s t h a t a garage 
and two other storage b u i l d i n g s were then located at the rear 
of the property. At present, a b r i c k garage apparently b u i l t 
p r i o r to World War I I i s located i n the north (side) yard. 

Dr. W i l l i a m Robert McCain graduated from the U n i v e r s i t y 
of Maryland School of Medicine i n 1897; t h a t year he began h i s 
medical p r a c t i c e i n Waxhaw. He moved h i s p r a c t i c e t o High Point, 
NC i n 1923. The property was rented t o attorney Hal Adams u n t i l 
1928 when i t was purchased by James Davis -(1900-1946), a mail 
c a r r i e r , and h i s w i f e L u c i l l e . (SU, AH, O, SM) 

82. NC House 
407 South Providence Street 
c. 1970 ? 

One-story gable-roofed frame house. 

83. C T.R. Nisbet House 
415 South Providence Street 
c. 1925 and 1940 

Charming, one-story house, s i m i l a r i n design t o many e a r l y 
t w e n t i e t h century Waxhaw houses w i t h T r i p l e - A r o o f , f r o n t gable 
w i t h a pointed arch v e n t i l a t o r , and retur n s i n the gable ends. 
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The house was o r i g i n a l l y of frame c o n s t r u c t i o n w i t h a wraparound 
porch u n t i l 1940 when i t was renovated and b r i c k veneered. 
I t i s believed t h a t T.R. Nisbet owned the large l o t on which 
the house was constructed. The R. Maxwell McCain f a m i l y occupied 
the house from 1932 u n t i l 1940. McCain's daughter, Gladys McCain 
Kerr, was born i n t h i s house. Harry Nisbet l i v e d here f o r a 
number of years and pastured h i s horses i n the l o t across the 
s t r e e t (see #77). (WPS) 

KING STREET; 

84. C Ralph J. Belk House 
508 King Street 
c. 1885 

This well-preserved, two-story frame house was constructed 
c. 1885 by Ralph J. Belk, the manager of the Waxhaw Belk Store, 
and a cousin t o Belk founder, W i l l i a m Henry Belk. The house 
consists of an L-shaped main block w i t h a p a i r of rear one-story 
e l l s . On the main e l e v a t i o n , paneled wood p i e r s support a h i p 
roof wraparound porch; v e r t i c a l tongue-and-groove s i d i n g set 
between a h a n d r a i l and bottom r a i l forms a balustrade w a l l . 
The single-door main entrance displays elaborate applied molded 
ornamentation set i n a paneled, molded surround w i t h diamond-
shaped corner blocks. The porch face i s sheathed i n h o r i z o n t a l 
tongue-and-groove boards. Beaded surrounds frame the two-over-
two sash. 

The handsome, r e l a t i v e l y unaltered i n t e r i o r features a 
t h i r t y - f i v e f o o t center h a l l . Rising from the h a l l i s a closed 
s t r i n g , s t r a i g h t run s t a i r ; turned balusters and a robust turned 
newel post support the shaped h a n d r a i l . Tongue-and-groove 
wainscot, topped by a molded ch a i r r a i l , i s used throughout 
the house. Simple p i e r - a n d - l i n t e l mantels f e a t u r e molded 
p i l a s t e r s and p l a i n f r i e z e s ; the p a r l o r mantel i s more elaborate 
w i t h f l o r a l ornamented p i e r s and paired brackets supporting 
the s h e l f . (SU, AH, N) 

85. C McWhorter-Guion-Howard House 
407 King Street 
c. 1920 

One-story frame (covered w i t h v i n y l s i d i n g ) house w i t h 
L-gable roof and unusual a d d i t i o n a l a t t i c gable on the main 
e l e v a t i o n , f u l l - w i d t h h i p - r o o f porch w i t h s o l i d balustrade made 
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of beaded tongue-and-groove boards. Two small o u t b u i l d i n g s 
i n d i c a t e d on the 1925 Sanborn map do not survive. The house 
i s named f o r a sucession of f a m i l i e s who occupied i t during 
the t w e n t i e t h century. Current owner/occupants: Jerry Jenkins 
f a m i l y . (SM, WPS) 

86. C Weir-McCain House 
86 a, b, c. a l l C Frame o u t b u i l d i n g s 
409 King Street 
c. 1900; remodeled 1920 

One-and-one-half s t o r y frame house b u i l t around the t u r n 
of t h i s century and remodeled i n 1920 to i t s present bungalow 
form. The house displays a gabled center dormer, t r i a n g u l a r 
brackets and exposed r a f t e r ends, unusual 8' t a l l , nine-over-one 
sash windows on the f i r s t f l o o r , and a quar t e t of nine-over-one 
windows i n the dormer. The f u l l - w i d t h engaged porch has four 
square b r i c k p i e r s and a b r i c k balustrade. The i n t e r i o r has 
a center h a l l plan, 15' c e i l i n g s , and l a t e V i c t o r i a n woodwork. 
R. Maxwell McCain, manager of the Waxhaw Farmer's Ginning and 
Trading Company, purchased the house i n 1940. Three small frame 
o u t b u i l d i n g s , o r i g i n a l t o the house, stand i n the rear yard. 
Current owner/occupant: Chris Michaelson. (SM, O, WPS) 

87. C Wil l i a m Broom House 
415 King Street 
c. 1910 

According t o l o c a l t r a d i t i o n t h i s one-and-one-half s t o r y 
frame house may have been constructed about 1910 by Wil l i a m 
Broom, operator of a general merchandise s t o r e . The house i s 
crowned by a broad high h i p roof broken by shed roof dormers 
\i7hich may have been added during a c. 1920 remodeling. The 
house i s dominated by attached h i p - r o o f porches which extend 
the length of the main and south (side) e l e v a t i o n s ; a tongue-
and-groove s o l i d balustrade connects the square, f l u t e d porch 
posts. A d e n t i c u l a t e d cornice e n c i r c l e s the porch. The house 
has an elaborate f r o n t door, flanked by s i d e l i g h t s and set i n 
a splayed and crossetted surround; the surround i s f u r t h e r 
h i g h l i g h t e d by I t a l i a n a t e brackets and recessed decorative 
panels. The windows are four-over-four sash framed by p l a i n 
surrounds. P l a i n weatherboard sheathes the house, except f o r 
the porch face on the main e l e v a t i o n where h o r i z o n t a l 
tongue-and-groove boards are used. 
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The i n t e r i o r i s l i t t l e a l t e r e d , r e t a i n i n g i t s f l u s h 
h o r i z o n t a l board sheathing. Mantels on the north i n t e r i o r 
chimney d i s p l a y sawnwork f r i e z e s ; the mantel i n the p a r l o r has 
f l u t e d p i e r s and a mirrored overmantel. An open s t r i n g s t a i r c a s e 
r i s e s from the rear of the wide center h a l l , which runs the 
length of the double-pile main block. Current owner/occupant: 
Grey Scheer. (SU, AH, WPS) 

88. C Luther Baker House 
507 King S t r e e t 
1933 

This one-story frame bungalow was b u i l t about 1933 by Luther 
Baker, owner of a Waxhaw general s t o r e . I t was b u i l t t o replace 
an e a r l i e r house on the s i t e which burned. The f o c a l p o i n t 
of the main e l e v a t i o n i s a wide gable-roofed entry porch w i t h 
exposed r a f t e r ends, t r i a n g u l a r brackets, and b r i c k p i e r 
supports. Four-over-one sash windows l i g h t the five-bay wide, 
double-pile house. The house i s sheathed w i t h German s i d i n g . 
(SU, AH, SM) 

89. NC House 
511 King Street 
c. 1985 

One-and-one-half s t o r y new Colonial Revival s t y l e frame 
house. B u i l t on the s i t e of the 1903 Leonard T. McCain House, 
where Metta Nisbet, piano teacher and p i a n i s t at Waxhaw 
Presbyterian Church, l i v e d f o r many years. Mrs. Nisbet's 
daughter, Sara Lynn Nisbet Byrum, operated the f i r s t antique 
shop i n Waxhaw. (AH, WPS) 

90. C George McCain House 
515 King Street 
c. 1915 

Two-story frame house set back from the s t r e e t on a siza b l e 
l o t . The house displays a hip-on-gable r o o f , an elaborate 
paneled and molded main entrance, and a hip roof attached porch. 
The e s s e n t i a l character of t h i s e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century house 
remains despite the a p p l i c a t i o n of asbestos shingle s i d i n g . 
George and Anna McCain probably b u i l t t h i s house c. 1915. They 
boarded students who attended the nearby Waxhaw High School. 
Their daughter, Ruth, taught t h i r d grade at Waxhaw Elementary 
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School. The house remains i n the McCain f a m i l y . (SM, WPS) 

MCKIBBEN STREET: 

89. NC Pottery Jug 
i n grassy area, i n t e r s e c t i o n of McKibben and South Providence 

s t r e e t s 
i n s t a l l e d , l a t e 1980s 

This large (approx. 4' t a l l , 3' diameter) brown earthenware 
jug o r i g i n a l l y was used to hold chemicals at the F i l l o - T e x 
t e x t i l e m i l l . The jug has a t r a d i t i o n a l bulbous shape and a 
narrow neck. I t was used as decorative s t r e e t f u r n i t u r e on 
North Main Street where the reproduction w e l l i s now located 
(#22a) and was moved t o i t s current l o c a t i o n i n the l a t e 1980s 
when the r e p l i c a of the town w e l l was constructed t o commemorate 
Waxhaw's Centennial (1889-1989). (WPS, Town Clerk) 

92. NC House 
209 McKibben Street 
c. 1970 

Modest, one-story, gable-roofed b r i c k veneered and frame 
house w i t h attached c a r p o r t . 

93. C McGuirt-Burgess House 
201 McKibben Street 
c. 1910 

I n t a c t , one-story frame house w i t h Triple-A r o o f l i n e , 
r e t u r n s i n the gable ends, chamfered cornerboards r i s i n g t o 
a wide f r i e z e board, hip-roofed wraparound porch c a r r i e d by 
chamfered posts, t w i n gable-roofed rear e l l s , and unusually 
decorative louvered v e n t i l a t o r s i n the gable ends ornamented 
by arched sawnwork covers. This house i s thought t o have been 
b u i l t by Sam McGuirt who l i v e d here e a r l y i n the century. 
I t was l a t e r sold to Dr. G.H. Burgess, physician and e d i t o r 
of the Waxhaw Enter p r i s e . Current owner/occupant: Anne Maynor. 
(SM, WPS) 

BREVARD STREET; 
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94. C Nisbet-McWhorter House 
115 Brevard Street 
c. 1910 

This l a r g e l y i n t a c t one-story frame house displays an 
i n t e r e s t i n g v a r i a t i o n on the T r i p l e - A r o o f l i n e . Here there 
are t w i n gables on the main e l e v a t i o n , each w i t h r e t u r n s and 
ornamental, c i r c u l a r v e n t i l a t o r covers. The same sawnwork 
v e n t i l a t o r covers appear on the side and rear gables, as w e l l . 
A h i p roof attached porch i s c a r r i e d by chamfered posts. The 
porch face i s sheathed w i t h d i a g o n a l l y placed narrow beaded 
boards. Two i n t e r i o r b r i c k chimneys w i t h corbeled caps pierce 
the r o o f . 

The house i s believed t o have been b u i l t by the Nisbet 
f a m i l y . T.R. Nisbet owned and developed several b u i l d i n g l o t 
i n the immediate neighborhood. Minnie Nisbet i s the e a r l i e s t 
known owner of t h i s property. The house passed t o Richard Nisbet 
who rented i t t o Mr. and Mrs. W i l l i a m McWhorter. The McWhorter's 
son, W i l l i a m purchased the house from the Nisbet Estate i n 1953. 
(0, AH) 

95. C Nisbet-Nash House 
119 Brevard Street 
1920 

According t o the present owner, Brian Tenny, t h i s one-and-
one h a l f s t o r y frame house was b u i l t by Thomas Richard Nisbet 
i n 1920. James Nisbet and T.R. Nisbet, J r . l i v e d here f o r an 
undetermined period of time. The Nash f a m i l y purchased the 
house i n 1954 and rented i t t o succession of teachers who taught 
at the nearby Waxhaw High School (#78). The Nashes owned the 
property f o r t h i r t y - t w o years u n t i l Brian Tenny purchased i t 
i n 1990. 

The three-bay wide, s i n g l e - p i l e w i t h rear e l l house received 
a shed roof center dormer at an unknown date. The unusually 
wide overhanging eaves are ornamented by t r i a n g u l a r brackets, 
more t y p i c a l l y bungaloid f e a t u r e s . The house i s roofed w i t h 
standing seam metal and r e t a i n s the o r i g i n a l f o u r - o v e r - f o u r 
sash windows, f i f t e e n - l i g h t main entrance flanked by s i d e l i g h t s , 
and h i p roof porch supported by turned posts. Aluminum s i d i n g 
c u r r e n t l y sheathes the house. (O) 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally C j statewide [ x ] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [ X I ] A ^ C I lo 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ Z I A O B ^ C I Z I D • £ Q F [ j G N / A 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
A r c h i t e c t u r e 1888-1941 1888 
Community Development 
Commerce 
Transportation 

Cultural Affiliation  
N / A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
N/A various and unknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.  
Summary 

The Waxhaw H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t encompasses 122 h i s t o r i c a l l y 
and a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t b u i l d i n g s and s t r u c t u r e s located 
i n a compact area centered around the r a i l r o a d tracks which 
b i s e c t Main S t r e e t . The d i s t r i c t ' s l a r g e l y i n t a c t resources 
are associated w i t h a s i g n i f i c a n t period of growth and p r o s p e r i t y 
i n Waxhaw which began w i t h the a r r i v a l of the r a i l r o a d i n 1888, 
peaked i n the 1910s and 1920s, and extended i n t o the 1940s. 
The d i s t r i c t presents a cl e a r and consistent f e e l i n g o f , and 
ass o c i a t i o n v/ith , i t s l a t e nineteenth century o r i g i n s and e a r l y 
t w e n t i e t h century development as a l o c a l l y important c o t t o n 
processing and commercial center i n Union County. The Waxhaw 
H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t contains an impressive c o l l e c t i o n of l a r g e l y 
unaltered vernacular b r i c k commercial s t r u c t u r e s and a 
re p r e s e n t a t i v e v a r i e t y of r e s i d e n t i a l s t y l e s d a t i n g p r i m a r i l y 
from the l a s t decade of the nineteenth and f i r s t two decades 
of the t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r i e s . The d i s t r i c t ' s commercial s t r u c t u r e s 
embody the d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y 
commercial c o n s t r u c t i o n i n c l u d i n g the use of b r i c k as a b u i l d i n g 
m a t e r i a l and such decorative elements as c o r b e l i n g and cast 
i r o n accents. The r e s i d e n t i a l s t r u c t u r e s are r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
of various l o c a l l y and n a t i o n a l l y popular s t y l e s of the era 
i n c l u d i n g the Queen Anne, Colonial Revival s t y l e , vernacular 
frame houses characterized by Trip l e - A r o o f l i n e s , and bungalows. 
Today, Waxhaw's c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t i s recognized as a 
notable r e g i o n a l center f o r the r e t a i l antiques business. Many 
of the h i s t o r i c commercial b u i l d i n g s house antiques stores. 
This f l o u r i s h i n g i n d u s t r y has been instrumental i n the 
pres e r v a t i o n and continued economic importance of the h i s t o r i c 
d i s t r i c t . 

E See continuation sheet 
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H i s t o r i c a l Background and Community Development, Transportation  
and Commerce Contexts 

The town of Waxhaw, located sixteen miles south of North 
Carolina's l a r g e s t c i t y , C h a r l o t t e , i s s i t u a t e d at the western 
edge of Union County i n Jackson Township. Union County, 
established i n 1842 from p o r t i o n s of Anson and Mecklenburg 
counties, i s located at the southwestern t i p of North Carolina's 
piedmont plateau and i s bordered at the south and west by South 
Carolina. 

Before the a r r i v a l of white c o l o n i s t s i n the mid-eighteenth 
century, Jackson and neighboring Sandy Ridge townships were 
i n h a b i t e d by the Waxhaw and Catawba Indian t r i b e s of the Siouan 
n a t i o n . This area of North Carolina and an area which extended 
i n t o South Carolina were known t o the s e t t l e r s as "The Old 
Waxhaws Settlement" (or "the Waxhaws"). The area now occupied 
by the town of Waxhaw (not incorporated u n t i l 1889) lay about 
midway between the center of The Old Waxhaws Settlement and 
i t s northeastern f r i n g e where Andrew Jackson Sr. s e t t l e d h i s 
fami l y i n the mid-1700s [Gamble, Waxhaw 100 H i s t o r y , p. 4 ] . 
John Lawson, a r o y a l surveyor, t r a v e l e d through t h i s area about 
1707 and wrote favorably about the h o s p i t a l i t y and 
industriousness of the Waxhaw t r i b e and the richness of t h e i r 
land. He characterized the s o i l as "red as Blood . . . and 
so durable t h a t no labor of Man, i n one or two Ages, could make 
i t poor. . . . Here were Corn-Stalks i n t h e i r Fields as t h i c k 
as the Small of a Man's Leg, and they are o r d i n a r i l y t o be seen" 
[Lawson, A New Voyage to Carolina, pp. 45-46]. 

By the 1840s the Waxhaw t r i b e , decimated by disease and 
warfare, had moved away from Union County. A steady stream 
of s e t t l e r s , p r i m a r i l y S c o t c h - I r i s h , migrated from V i r g i n i a 
to the North Carolina back country and occupied the newly 
a v a i l a b l e "Land of the Waxhaws." The hardy, hard-working 
s e t t l e r s were p r i m a r i l y subsistence farmers, but excess corn, 
wheat, and c o t t o n became cash crops, sold i n nearby North and 
South Carolina towns. Union County s o i l was w e l l - s u i t e d f o r 
cotton growing and cotton was an important commercial crop 
throughout the f i r s t h a l f of the nineteenth century. S e t t l e r s 
i n Union County followed the t y p i c a l b u i l d i n g p r a c t i c e s found 
throughout piedmont North Carolina. B u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s were 
r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e from the h e a v i l y f o r e s t e d area. The e a r l i e s t 
residences and o u t b u i l d i n g s were small one-room log s t r u c t u r e s 
w i t h gabled roofs and e x t e r i o r end chimneys. A f t e r the farm 
had been est a b l i s h e d , and as f a m i l i e s grew, these residences 
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were o f t e n expanded w i t h rear and side wings. None of these 
e a r l i e s t b u i l d i n g s i s known t o survive, although several 
r e l a t i v e l y unaltered log o u t b u i l d i n g s are located i n the county 
[Pickens, Sweet Union, pp. 18-20]. 

The town of Waxhaw developed along the fo r e s t e d c r e s t of 
a rocky r i d g e , which begins i t s r i s e a t Twelve Mile Creek (a 
commonly c i t e d reference p o i n t i n o l d Waxhaw town deeds) and 
descends t o Rone Branch, running east-west. Local h i s t o r i a n , 
Harry Y. Gamble, wrote of the town's o r i g i n s : 

I n the 1880s a number of f a m i l i e s were l i v i n g 
along the sc a t t e r e d , winding and sometimes 
impassable d i r t roads which led through dense 
woodland and stumpy new ground which s h o r t l y 
would i n t e r s e c t the o l d Salisbury-Charleston-
Augusta t r a d i n g route near the s i t e where the 
town of Waxhaw now stands. One of these f a m i l i e s 
was t h a t of James W. Price who owned most of the 
land north of the ridge t o Twelve Mile Creek. 
The Givens f a m i l y owned much of the land 
l y i n g south of the ridg e [Gamble, Waxhaw 100 H i s t o r y , 
p. 4 ] . 

The pace of the town's development accelerated d r a m a t i c a l l y 
when the Georgia, Carolina and Northern r a i l l i n e came to Waxhaw 
i n the spring of 1888. E f f o r t s to b r i n g a r a i l r o a d t o Union 
County had begun i n earnest i n 1871 i n the nearby county seat 
of Monroe. Local business leaders there campaigned t o a t t r a c t 
the Wilmington, Charlotte and Rutherford Railroad t o the county. 
For the developing towns of North Carolina's piedmont and western 
counties, the r a i l r o a d was a symbol of progress and a way t o 
break out of t h e i r geographic i s o l a t i o n . The f i r s t r a i l l i n e s 
i n North Carolina were l a i d i n the eastern area of the st a t e 
i n 1840. Later, tracks extended south t o New Bern and Beaufort 
on the coast, and west t o the f o o t h i l l s town of Morganton. 
By 1860 North Carolina had 891 miles of r a i l r o a d [ L e f l e r , North 
Carolina, pp. 361-362]. R a i l l i n e s were l a i d t o Monroe i n 1874 
and the $60, 000 bond v/hich funded the c o n s t r u c t i o n was paid 
o f f by 1877 [Pickens, Sweet Union, p. 33]. I n A p r i l 1888, Monroe 
was connected t o Waxhaw by r a i l . I n Waxhaw the tracks were 
l a i d along the c r e s t of the r i d g e , and North and South Main 
Streets ( o r i g i n a l l y c a l l e d North and South Front Streets) grew 
up on e i t h e r side of the t r a c k s . I n July 1888 the f i r s t depot, 
b u i l t by Seaboard Railroad, was constructed i n Waxhaw on the 
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south side of the tracks between High and Church s t r e e t s (depot 
dismantled i n the 1950s). 

Cotton had r a p i d l y regained i t s a g r i c u l t u r a l dominance 
i n the South during the Reconstruction years a f t e r the C i v i l 
War. With i t s good r a i l access, Waxhaw soon become a county 
center f o r the c o t t o n growing and processing i n d u s t r y . A large 
cotton p l a t f o r m and several b u i l d i n g s f o r the storage of guano 
and cotton seeds were erected next to the depot, extending along 
the t racks at the west [Gamble, p. 4 ] . Sawmills, g r i s t m i l l s , 
c o tton gins and cotton warehouses v/ere located i n the small 
towns which grew up along the r a i l r o a d tracks throughout the 
county. Local farmers were growing cotton i n large q u a n t i t i e s 
and nearby, convenient gins were a necessity. Perhaps the 
la r g e s t i n d u s t r i a l venture outside Monroe i n the l a t e nineteenth 
century, was the Rodman-Heath Cotton M i l l located on the eastern 
edge of Waxhaw's commercial d i s t r i c t . Established by John 
Lafayette Rodman [#80] and E.J. Heath of Matthews, North 
Carolina, the m i l l was Waxhaw's l a r g e s t employer u n t i l i t closed 
i n 1946. 

The town of Waxhaw's charter of i n c o r p o r a t i o n was r a t i f i e d 
on March 7, 1889. I t s p e c i f i e d t h a t the corporate l i m i t s of 
the town extend one-half mile i n each d i r e c t i o n from the town's 
center, the depot, so t h a t the corporate l i m i t s were one mile 
square. The charter s p e c i f i e d t h a t the new town be governed 
by a mayor, three commissioners, secretary, t r e a s u r e r and a 
marshal. Colonel James C. Davis was appointed as f i r s t Mayor. 
Colonel Davis moved t o Waxhaw from Scotland County, North 
Carolina i n 1888. He was a Princeton graduate and an attorney. 
(Davis f a m i l y descendants have long been a c t i v e i n the economic 
and s o c i a l development of the community [#s 12, 20]. His 
granddaughter Frances Davis Thompson and her husband C o l l i n s 
D. Thompson reside today i n a mid-twentieth century house b u i l t 
on the s i t e of Colonel Davis's o r i g i n a l homesite on North 
Providence S t r e e t , and across the s t r e e t from the John Davis 
House [#71], John Davis was Waxhaw's f i r s t depot agent.) The 
f i r s t town commissioners were James M. Morrow, B.F. Morrow and 
J.H. Starnes. Starnes's residence [#24], one of the oldest 
houses i n town, survives l a r g e l y i n t a c t . 

Mercantile and manufacturing concerns sprang up i n the 
wake of the r a i l r o a d ' s a r r i v a l i n VJaxhaw. The most dramatic 
growth occurred i n the county seat of Monroe, but the small 
communities along the r a i l r o a d i n Union County--Waxhaw, Wingate 
and M a r s h v i l l e - - a l s o grew i n t o f u l l - f l e d g e d towns. I n Waxhaw 
commercial establishments grew up simultaneously along both 
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the north and south sides of Main S t r e e t . According t o l o c a l 
t r a d i t i o n , one of the new town's f i r s t r esidents and merchants 
was Duncan McDonald who a r r i v e d i n Waxhaw i n A p r i l 1888, "hung 
his coat on a t r e e and began c l e a r i n g a place where he would 
b u i l d a store [Gamble, p. 7 ] . " He b u i l t a two-story frame 
b u i l d i n g (destroyed) on North Main Street where he operated 
a general store and served as Waxhaw's f i r s t postmaster. His 
residence [#3] survives l a r g e l y i n t a c t on what i s now McDonald 
Stre e t . 

Both the Methodist and the Presbyterian churches were 
organized i n 1888 and frame churches b u i l t near the r a i l r o a d 
tracks on the north side of Church and Main s t r e e t s , 
r e s p e c t i v e l y . Both of the o r i g i n a l church b u i l d i n g s were 
replaced by the present b r i c k s t r u c t u r e s [#s 2 and 6] i n the 
l a t e 1920s. A school was i n operation on North Providence Street 
i n the l a t e 1880s and e a r l y 1890s. I n 1897, a new school [see 
#76] was constructed on Providence Street south of the t r a c k s . 
A h o t e l (no longer e x t a n t ) , b u i l t soon a f t e r the a r r i v a l of 
the r a i l r o a d , was located a short distance north of the tracks 
on North Church S t r e e t . The McDonald Hotel [#10] on North Main 
Street replaced i t i n 1912. 

The wide v a r i e t y of businesses and services, e s t a b l i s h e d 
at various times during the l a s t decade of the nineteenth century 
and the f i r s t decades of the t w e n t i e t h century i n the Waxhaw 
H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , r e f l e c t the vibrancy of the business 
community. There were general merchandise stores [#s 1, 14, 
18, 19, 31, 39, 48, 49]; hardware and grocery stores [#s 11, 
30, 36, 48]; a produce stand [#76]; post o f f i c e [#s 34, 60]; 
restaurant [#18]; movie the a t r e [#18]; telephone exchange [#s 
16, 31]; drugstore [#19]; f u r n i t u r e stores [#s 30, 48]; bank 
[#34]; automobile dealership and garage [#s 16, 35]; wagons 
and l i v e r y stables [#s 30, 65]; blacksmith [#59], seamstress 
and m i l l i n e r [#s 28, 12]; and physicians [#s 16, 28, 79, 93]. 

A remarkable number of residences associated w i t h Waxhaw's 
ea r l y businessmen and other e a r l y "movers and shakers" survive 
i n the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . Among these are the homes of merchants 
Duncan McDonald [ # 3 ] , Hugh Wilson Broome [ # 7 ] , A.W. Heath and 
Charles Massey [ # 8 ] , John Lafayette Rodman [#80], George Sibley 
Tyson [#47], W i l l i a m Henry C o l l i n s [#54], John Malcolm Niven 
[#55], Ralph J. Belk [#84], and Wil l i a m Broom [#87]. Other 
prominent c i t i z e n s ' homes which survive include those of bank 
manager and North Carolina l e g i s l a t o r , W.C. Massey [ # 9 ] ; 
P r i n c i p a l of Waxhaw High School, J.W. McCall [#41]; 
pharmacist, Carl Wolfe [#55]; Methodist m i n i s t e r , J.R. Walker 
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[#74]; and physicians Lemuel Guion [#79], W i lliam Robert McCain 
[# 81] and Sam McGuirt [#91]. 

During the 1920s and 1930s cotton processing and r e t a i l 
trade continued to d r i v e Waxhaw's economy, a l b e i t at a much 
reduced l e v e l during the years of the Great Depression. The 
Rodman-Heath M i l l continued i n o p e r a t i o n , even though the p r i c e 
of c o t t o n plummeted. The Depression was probably more d i f f i c u l t 
f o r those who depended on c o t t o n as a cash crop and on 
manufacturers than i t was f o r the small farmers i n the county. 
"A long time r e s i d e n t of Union County who spent her childhood 
on a small f a m i l y farm commented t h a t her f a m i l y hardly knew 
there was a Depression since they had never had much before 
then"[Pickens, Sweet Union, p. 57]. There was some new 
c o n s t r u c t i o n i n Waxhaw's H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t during the l a t e 1920s 
and e a r l y 1930s, despite the g e n e r a l l y d i s t r e s s e d s t a t e of the 
economy. New b u i l d i n g s included tv;o handsome b r i c k churches 
[#s 2 and 6] b u i l t i n 1928 and 1929 ( r e p l a c i n g e a r l i e r frame 
b u i l d i n g s ) , commercial b u i l d i n g s [#s 32 and 33] b u i l t on Main 
Street i n 1931, and an a d d i t i o n t o the Tyson Store [#48] on 
old Providence Road b u i l t i n 1927, One new residence, the Luther 
Baker House [#88] v;as b u i l t i n 1933 i n the popular bungalow 
s t y l e . Other houses v;ere remodeled as bungalows during the 
1930s. They include the Shannon House [#53] and the John Davis 
House [#71], 

Today's h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t was e s s e n t i a l l y i n place by the 
time p r o s p e r i t y returned i n the 1940s and 1950s. However, 
by the l a t e 1930s changes t h a t would deal a death blow t o the 
supremacy of c o t t o n as the major a g r i c u l t u r a l crop i n the south 
had begun ^Gamble, p. 24], Man-made polymers began to appear 
i n the mid-1930s. I n 1938 DuPont began producing nylon 
commercially and the demand f o r c o t t o n was severely diminished. 
Operations at the Rodman-Heath Cotton M i l l slowed so much t h a t 
the m i l l closed i n 1946. ( I n recent years the A l i s s a M i l l s , 
a D i v i s i o n of M e l v i l l e Knitwear, purchased the m i l l . Now i t 
i s once again one of Waxhaw's l a r g e s t i n d u s t r i a l employers along 
w i t h Unico Business Forms which occupies several b u i l d i n g s on 
North Main Street [#s 1, 11, 12, 1 3 ] ) . 

Local h i s t o r i a n , Harry Gamble v/rote of the period f o l l o w i n g 
the d e c l i n e of the c o t t o n i n d u s t r y : 

Over a r a t h e r long period of time, a c t i v i t y 
i n VJaxhaw slowed alm.ost t o a h a l t . Townspeople 
were busy w i t h t h e i r normal r o u t i n e s , but 
excitement i n the community was minimal. Time 
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dragged on. Businesses closed. The hum-drum of 
things i n general became more so. Children went 
to school, the farmers came i n t o town occa s i o n a l l y 
and sat on benches w i t h i n or outside store b u i l d i n g s 
and t a l k e d about whatever came up f o r discussion, 
and the buses came through, stopped b r i e f l y at 
the bus s t a t i o n [#38] and h u r r i e d on [Gamble, p. 25]. 

Downtown Waxhaw was dying, but not from the usual cause, 
the suburban shopping m a l l ; Waxhaw's mall would not be b u i l t 
u n t i l the l a t e 1980s. R e t a i l trade was being siphoned o f f by 
the easy access t o the l a r g e r markets of C h a r l o t t e , Monroe and 
nearby South Carolina towns. But Waxhaw's p r o x i m i t y t o urban 
markets would prove i t s s a l v a t i o n . Waxhaw's present major 
i n d u s t r y , the antiques business, began almost by chance. I n 
the l a t e 1950s Sara and John Byrum owned a f u r n i t u r e store on 
North Main Street [#18]. They acquired, and then promptly sold, 
a few pieces of antique f u r n i t u r e . They purchased more antiques, 
and again sold out almost immediately. They soon began dealing 
e x c l u s i v e l y i n antiques. Members of the Waxhaw Woman's Club 
began t o sponsor what soon became the popular annual Woman's 
Club Antiques Show. The p u b l i c i t y given the show i n t e r e s t e d 
many dealers from Charlotte and elsewhere. Antiques dealers 
began a c q u i r i n g the stores along Main Street and opening r e t a i l 
shops. Over the past two decades Waxhaw has become an "antiques 
v i l l a g e " w i t h over twenty dealers located i n the l a r g e l y i n t a c t 
e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century b u i l d i n g s of the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . 

Today Waxhaw i s a handsome and v i t a l community which has 
guaranteed i t s successful f u t u r e by c e l e b r a t i n g i t s r i c h past. 
The h i s t o r i c c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t i s once again the center 
of Waxhaw's r e t a i l economy. The s t r e e t s are busy and there 
i s a general a i r of p r o s p e r i t y about the town. The f l o u r i s h i n g 
antiques i n d u s t r y has c o n t r i b u t e d g r e a t l y t o the preservation 
of the h i s t o r i c commercial b u i l d i n g s which have proved f i t t i n g 
s e t t i n g s f o r these businesses. Waxhaw has also become something 
of a "bedroom community" f o r residents who work i n the major 
me t r o p o l i t a n c i t y of C h a r l o t t e , about a t h i r t y - m i n u t e d r i v e 
n o r t h . 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l Context 

The b u i l d i n g s i n the Waxhaw H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t are t y p i c a l 
and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of those found i n many other North Carolina 
small towns and commercial centers i n the l a t e nineteenth and 
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e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r i e s . The commercial b u i l d i n g s and 
residences represent a v a r i e t y of n a t i o n a l l y and l o c a l l y popular 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l types and s t y l e s and include vernacular b r i c k 
commercial b u i l d i n g s , Queen Anne and Colonial Revival s t y l e 
d w e l l i n g s , vernacular houses v/ith T r i p l e - A r o o f l i n e s , and 
bungalows. 

T y p i c a l l y , the e a r l i e s t commercial b u i l d i n g s i n the d i s t r i c t 
were frame c o n s t r u c t i o n . A few of these s u r v i v e , i n c l u d i n g 
an e a r l y post o f f i c e [#60], stores [#s 49, 76], and a g r i s t 
m i l l [#61]. The l a s t decade of the nineteenth and f i r s t two 
decades of the t w e n t i e t h c enturies were a boom time f o r Waxhaw, 
as was the case w i t h many other towns i n North Carolina. I n 
Waxhaw, as elsewhere, the economic v i t a l i t y which characterized 
t h i s era i s represented today i n i t s vernacular commercial 
a r c h i t e c t u r e . The b u i l d e r s of Waxhaw's commercial b u i l d i n g s 
followed the general trend f o r urban c o n s t r u c t i o n at t h a t time 
and produced a c o l l e c t i o n of handsome, durable b r i c k b u i l d i n g s . 
Two l a t e nineteenth century b r i c k stores s u r v i v e . They are 
the Belk B u i l d i n g [#39], r e c e n t l y r e s t ored t o i t s o r i g i n a l 1894 
appearance and used now f o r community gatherings, and the 
o r i g i n a l block of the A.W. Heath Store [#31] constructed i n 
1898. 

An impressive group of b r i c k commercial b u i l d i n g s d ating 
from the f i r s t two decades of the t w e n t i e t h century survive 
l a r g e l y i n t a c t i n the d i s t r i c t . They are most commonly 
ornamented by c o r b e l i n g and cast i r o n accents [#s 11, 14, 16, 
18, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 48]. Some of the more 
notable b u i l d i n g s include the c. 1900 Weir B u i l d i n g [#14]; c. 
1907 P l y l e r B u i l d i n g [#16]; the 1913 Niven-Price Mercantile 
[#11]; the A.W. Heath stores [#s 30 and 31]; and the neighboring 
commercial b u i l d i n g s [#s 34, 35] which have a l t e r e d f i r s t s t o r i e s 
and l a r g e l y i n t a c t second s t o r i e s ; and the Farmer's Ginning 
and Trading Company [#s 36 and 37], l a r g e l y unaltered and i n 
use today as a r e s t a u r a n t . 

An impressive number of l a t e nineteenth century residences 
survive i n the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . The popular Queen Anne s t y l e 
i s w e l l represented by the Ralph J. Belk House [#84], the 
Massey-Collins House [#54], the Hugh Wilson Broome House [#7] 
and the Presbyterian Manse [ # 4 ] , Waxhaw expanded during the 
1910s and 1920s, a time of general p r o s p e r i t y i n North Carolina. 
The m a j o r i t y of residences i n the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t were 
constructed during t h i s time [see #s 41, 42, 44, 47, 50, 52, 
53, 55, 55, 58, 66-72, 75, 81, 85, 86, 87, 89, 93-95]. Good 
re p r e s e n t a t i v e examples of the popular frame houses w i t h Triple-A 
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r o o f l i n e s include the Starnes-Steele House [#24], the 
Nisbet-McWhorter House [#94], and the W i l l Steele House [#77]. 
Several good, l a r g e l y unaltered, examples of the bungalow are 
found i n the d i s t r i c t . These include the Wolfe-Niven-Gamble 
House [#55], the O l i n Niven House [#56], and the John Davis 
House [#71]. A few Colo n i a l Revival s t y l e houses were 
constructed i n the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century. Perhaps the most 
i n t e r e s t i n g of these i s the Dr. Wil l i a m Robert McCain House 
[#81] w i t h i t s monumental two-story p o r t i c o c a r r i e d by tapered 
posts covered w i t h imbricated sawn shingles. 

B u i l d i n g a c t i v i t y was severely c u r t a i l e d during the 
Depression years, but a few residences and businesses were 
constructed during the 1930s. These include the Wil l i a m Massey 
House, 1932, [#9] and the Luther Baker House, a bungalow 
completed i n 1933 [#86]. Commercial s t r u c t u r e s b u i l t during 
the 1930s include a p a i r of b r i c k stores [#s 31 and 32], b u i l t 
i n 1931. The C o l l i n s Stables barn was b u i l t c. 1930 [#63] on 
South Broom St r e e t . 

The commercial area of the d i s t r i c t changed l i t t l e a f t e r 
the 1930s, but c o n s t r u c t i o n continued i n the r e s i d e n t i a l area 
i n the 1940s. Two older residences, the W.C. Gamble House [#5] 
and the T.R. Nisbet House [#81] were remodeled c. 1940. One 
new residence [#43] was constructed i n 1940. I t s center gable, 
here a gambrel ra t h e r than gable, appears to echo the popular 
e a r l i e r Triple-A r o o f l i n e s found throughout the h i s t o r i c 
d i s t r i c t . 

Some older b u i l d i n g s i n the c e n t r a l business d i s t r i c t were 
remodeled i n the 1950s and 1960s i n such ways as t o make them 
no n - c o n t r i b u t i n g s t r u c t u r e s . For instance [#19], constructed 
c. 1925 was given a new " c o l o n i a l " facade, which i s not 
compatible w i t h the c l e a r , and gene r a l l y c o n s i s t e n t e a r l y 
t w e n t i e t h century face of d i s t r i c t . Probably the county's best 
example of sympathetic, new c o n s t r u c t i o n i n an h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t 
i s found i n Waxhaw. The Cockinos B u i l d i n g [#29], completed 
i n 1988, was designed to blend w e l l w i t h the a d j o i n i n g t u r n - o f -
the century A.W. Heath Stores [#s 30 and 31] by u t i l i z i n g design 
elements of the older stores i n c l u d i n g p i l a s t e r s , recessed 
e n t r i e s , and r e s t r a i n e d c o r b e l i n g . 

H i s t o r i c Preservation i n Waxhaw 

The Waxhaw Preservation Society was formed i n A p r i l , 1990. 
The Society i n i t i a t e d and p a r t i a l l y funded the preparation of 
t h i s National Register nomination. Society members have been 
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generous w i t h t h e i r knowledge of the town's h i s t o r y and are 
dedicated t o the preservation of t h i s h i s t o r y and t o the 
preservation of the town's h i s t o r i c b u i l t environment. E a r l i e r 
preservation-minded a c t i v i s t groups i n Waxhaw include the Waxhaw 
Woman's Club, which i s responsible f o r the 1974 r e s t o r a t i o n 
of the Belk Company Store b u i l d i n g [#39], and the B e a u t i f i c a t i o n 
Committee established i n 1989 as an outgrowth of the Centennial 
Committee. I n 1991 the B e a u t i f i c a t i o n Committee l e d a successful 
volunteer e f f o r t which relocat e d the overhead power l i n e s i n 
the commercial d i s t r i c t and i n s t a l l e d period s t r e e t l i g h t i n g 
on the commercial blocks of Main S t r e e t . I n 1990 the Union 
County Board of Commissioners, Monroe-Union County H i s t o r i c 
Properties Commission, and the Union County H i s t o r i c a l Society 
published Sweet Union: An A r c h i t e c t u r a l and H i s t o r i c a l Survey 
of Union County, North Carolina. This comprehensive p u b l i c a t i o n 
r e s u l t e d from the compilation of data on the county's h i s t o r i c 
b u i l t environment from various a r c h i t e c t u r a l surveys conducted 
across the county during the past decade. During the preparation 
of the Waxhaw H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t nomination, the working f i l e s 
f o r the d i s t r i c t ' s b u i l d i n g s , o r i g i n a l l y compiled i n the e a r l y 
1980s, were augmented, updated, and corrected where necessary. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): N / A 
[ m preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFP, 67) 

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I j previously determined eligible by the National Register 
[^designated a National Historic Landmark 
[ [ j recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
! recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

E^JSee continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
W\ State historic presen/ation office 
0 Other State agency 
1 I Federal agency 
i I Local government 
I i University 
• other 
Specify repository: 

10. Geographical Data 

Acteage of property a p p r o x i m a t e l y 71 .5 ac res 

UTM References 
a , 7 ! 15 | 2 , 2: 9 9 0̂  |3 , 8 ^ ,4 i 8,6 0 
Zone Easting Northing 

C j l , 7 | |5 j2 , 40 0 Q: .3 , 8 ^ ,4 | 2:5 , 0 

E 1 7 5 2 2 8 ^ ^ 0 6 4 4 1 0 

B U J J 5'2 3 4 0 0| !3 ^81 6i4 I 9 2 .Q 
Zone Easting Northing 

D I l l 7 : 52 3 3̂ 3 -0 i 13 1 8 I 6i3 i 8 ' 6 0 

O S e e continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title 
organization 
street & number 
city or town 

P a t r i c i a S. Dickinson, Consultant 

4606 Hunt Road 
date J u l y 1 , 1991 

Hillsborough 
telephone 
state 

919) 732-5439 
NC zip code 217.1?, 



HPS Fo<™ Cua Acxr->.»l HO 103—Xi 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

VJaxhaw H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Section number 9 _ _ S L ^ Page _ L _ _ waxhaw, N . C 

9. Major B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l References 

Gamble, Harry Y. VJaxhaw 100 H i s t o r y . Waxhaw: Town of Waxhaw 
Centennial Committee, 1989. 

Lawson, John. A New Voyage t o Carolina. London, 1709; r p t . 
Chapel H i l l : U n i v e r i t y of North Carolina Press, 1967, 

L e f l e r , Hugh Talmage and A l b e r t Ray Newsome. North Carolina. 
Chapel H i l l : U n i v e r s i t y of North Carolina Press, 1963. 

Pickens, Suzanne S., ed. Sweet Union: An A r c h i t e c t u r a l and 
H i s t o r i c a l Survey of Union County, North Carolina. Monroe, 
N.C: Union County Board of Commissioners, Monroe-Union 
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10. Geographical Data 
Verbal Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n 

The boundary of the VJaxhaw H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s shown on the 
accompanying map, "VJaxhaw H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , " which i s drawn 
to a scale of 1"=100'. The map i s a co m p i l a t i o n of tax maps 
f o r the Town of Waxhaw, (Sheet #s 5-113, 5-115, 5-116) drawn 
by the Union County Tax O f f i c e , and l a s t r e v i s e d on January 
1, 1990. 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n 

The boundaries of the Waxhaw H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t have been drawn 
to include the gre a t e s t c o n c e n t r a t i o n of i n t a c t a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y and 
h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t b u i l d i n g s , s t r u c t u r e s , and o b j e c t s which 
c o n t r i b u t e t o the h i s t o r i c character of Waxhaw, and t o exclude 
recent commercial development on West South Main Str e e t between 
High and Church s t r e e t s and along North Broom Street n o r t h of 
McDonald S t r e e t , as w e l l as l a t e r r e s i d e n t i a l development which 
surrounds the d i s t r i c t . 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

The f o l l o w i n g l e t t e r e d l i s t of photographs i s keyed t o 
the map of the Waxhaw H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . Where appropriate 
the corresponding Inventory L i s t number has been i n d i c a t e d i n 
parentheses i n the photograph d e s c r i p t i o n . The f o l l o w i n g 
i n f o r m a t i o n applies t o a l l of the photographs: 

1. Name of d i s t r i c t : Waxhaw H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

2. C i t y and State: Waxhaw, North Carolina 

3. Photographer: P a t r i c i a S. Dickinson 

4. Date of photographs: March, 1991 

5. Location of o r i g i n a l negatives: North Carolina D i v i s i o n 
of Archives and H i s t o r y , 109 E. Jones S t r e e t , Raleigh, 
North Carolina 27601-2807 

A. Streetscape 
CSX Railroad tracks and right-of-way (100 blocks of East 
and West South Main s t r e e t s v i s i b l e i n d i s t a n c e ) . Photograph 
taken from north side of t r a c k s , camera p o i n t i n g east. 

B. Streetscape 
100 block of East North Main Street. Camera p o i n t i n g west. 
Waxhaw Volunteer F i r e Department (#21) i n foreground. 

C Streetscape 
100 block West North Main St r e e t . Camera p o i n t i n g west. 
P l y l e r B u i l d i n g (#16) i n foreground. 

D. A.W. Heath Stores I & I I (#s 30 and 31) 
101-109 West South Main Street 
Camera p o i n t i n g west. 

E. Streetscape 
100 block of East South Main Street. Camera p o i n t i n g east. 
Commercial Buildings (#s 34 and 35) at center. 
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F. Second George Sibley Tyson Store (#48) 
608 Old Providence Road 

G. John Lafayette Rodman House (#s 80, 80a) 
116 North Providence Street 

H. Walkup-Gamble House (#s 74, 74a, b, c) 
215 North Providence Street 

I . Massey-Collins House (#54) 
315 North Broad Street 

J. Wolfe-Niven-Gamble House (#55) 
301 North Broad Street 

K. Neely-Hudson House (#26). 
601 West South Main Street 

L. Dr. Wil l i a m Robert McCain House (#s 81, 81a) 
201 South Providence Street 

M. McGuirt-Burgess House (#93) 
201 McKibben Street 

N. Nisbet-McWhorter House (#94) 
115 Brevard Street 

0. Waxhaw Elementary School (178) 
500 South Providence Street 

P. Waxhaw Presbyterian Church (#6) 
416 West North Main Street 
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REGISTER 
North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources 

james G. Martin, Governor 
Patric Dorsey, Secretary 

Division of Archives and History 
William S. Price, Jr., Director 

October 28, 1991 

J e r r y Rogers, Keeper 

Na t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
N a t i o n a l Park Service 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
P 0 Box 7127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Re: Waxhaw H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Waxhaw 

Dear Mr. Rogers: 

Enclosed i s the nomination f o r the above-referenced p r o p e r t y t o be l i s t e d i n 
the N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

We t r u s t you w i l l f i n d the nomination t o be i n order. I f you have any ques
t i o n s , please c a l l us. 

Sincerely, 

W i l l i a m S. Price , J r . 
State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r 

WSP,Jr/mlr 

Enclosures 

109 East Jones Street • l^leigh, North Carolina 27601-2807 



To: Marilyn Merrill 

Fax #: 

Re: Waxhaw Historic District description 

Date: October 22, 1996 

Pages: 10, including this cover sheet. 

Marilyn-

FAOIMILE 

Here is the signature sheet for the Waxhav̂ / Historic District and the general description 
section. There is also an inventory of about 40 pages that describes each building. If you 
need that, give me a call (343-9546) and I w\\\ fax it as well. 

Marilyn 

From the desk of... 

Marilyn M. Harper 
Historian 

National Register of Historic Places 
P. O. 60x37127, Suite 250 

Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

(202) 343-9546 
Fax: (202)343-1836 



Author: M a r i l y n M e r r i l l at NP-WASO-POPS 
Date: 10/22/96 8:23 AM 
P r i o r i t y : Normal 
TO: M a r i l y n Harper at NP-WASO-NRHE 
Subject: N a t i o n a l Register 

Message Contents 

M a r i l y n , 

Would you please fax (208-5683) t o me background m a t e r i a l regarding 
the d e s i g n a t i o n t o the N a t i o n a l Register of c e r t a i n b u i l d i n g s i n 
Waxhaw, N.C. 
Thanks, M a r i l y n 


